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PREFACE. 

J5 V the defire and with of feveral refpeftable 
friends, we have been incited to attempt a 
Hiftory of the Proceedings of the late Aflembly 
which has been denominated the Convention* 
Jut neither the defires or wifhes of our friends, 
[fior the hopes of fame or profit could have had 
this effeft, had we not ftronger motives. 



The memorials of paft events bave hitherto, 
in general, been colleded from the fugitive and 
evanefcent pieces of the day, w^hich curiofity 
has preferved through accident, or diligence 
felefted with labour. The EnglilTi hiftorian 
has had, on this account, frequent occafion to 
thank the attention of Rufli worth and D'Ewer, 
and other colleftors of that ftamp, for that In- 
daft ry which gave them new lights, and taught 
them to look to objedts in different manners/ 
In the party-hiftorian of the rhoment, prc^judice 
alone was to be acquired ; his own paflions being 
warmed, he only ftrives to heat the imaginations 
of his readers into a fimilar ardour- The fprings 
of men*9 acftions are not, at all times, to be 
developed by what they fay, but a continued 
ardour in theCaufe of Freedom cannot beeafily 
affumed : He therefore who reads Anchitell 
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Grey's Debates will be better able to judge of 
the patriotifm of men, than he who, contenting 
himfelf with the page of the hiftorian, fatisfies 
himfelf to behold things as Hume or Rapin 
defcribe them. 

For thofe who wifti to read things as they 
were tranfaded, the following coUedion is made. 
We do not pretend to difcover the fprings of 
adions ; we onty ftate what men faid and did 
publickly ; and we leave thefe to pofterity to 
determine upon. We are too near to accufe 
men of any complexion with faftion or corrupy 
tion. Perhaps pofterity may look up with reve- 
rence at the names in thefe pages, as men 
whofe virtue had ftruggled for the reftoration of 
the Conftitution: Perhaps its refearches Ihall 
be guided to another page, where they may 
admire the intrepidity of thofe who, difdatnful 
of prefent fame, confidered only the intereft of 
future times, in fending down to them the Con* 
ftitution unimpaired* 

In any event, thef^ (heets will not be with- 
out their utility : They mark the ftrijggles 
which were made ; — they point out the attempts 
which were withftood ; — they are, as far as they 
go, the ground-M ork upon which a Parliamen- 
tary Reformation was attempted.— —Whether 
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that was fair, full/wH equal, we cannot deter- 
mine. 

In this account of the tranfaftions of the 
Convention, though we do not take upon us 
to fay that we are verbally accurate, yet we 
can declare, that our afTertions are fubftantially 
true. In thefe flieets, therefore, may be found 
every reafon which had weight or feemed to 
carry conviftion to the auditors ; and every 
debate as faithfully coUefted as diligence could 
procure. The Reader will not, however, be 
fatigued with thofe which were lefs important, 
perhaps ufelefs. In this feleftion we have bcea 
aflifled by men of learning and ability, fome 
of whom flood high in the Convention, and 
are admired by the nation. It might, perhaps, 
be a matter of profit to the Bookfeller, if he 
were at liberty to name them. As it is, the Book 
mull fland or fall by its own utility or merits. 
It preferves records which (hortly will no where 
elfe be to be found ; and it records names 
whofe pofterity will, it may be, think them- 
felves illullrious, from their ancellors being 
numbered among the Delegates of the Volun- 
teers of Ireland in the National Convention. 
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ULSTER meeting. 



xJlT a meeting of Delegates from forty-five Companies 
of the Province of Ulfter, aflembled at Lifburn the ift of 
July, 1783, in purfuance of a public requifition of the 
Ulfter Regiment, viz. Southern Battalion of ift Ulfter 
Regiment ; ift Independent County Down Regiment ; the 
Union Regiment; Ulfter Regiment; Belfaft ift Volun- 
teer Company ; and Belfaft Volunteer Company. 

Lieut. Col. SHARMAN in the Chair. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That a general Meeting of the 
Volunteer Delegates of the Province of Uljler^ on the fuhjeSl 

of A MORE EQJJAL REPRESENTATION OF THE PEO- 

Pi.E IN PARLIAMENT, is hereby eameflly entreated \ to 
be held at Dungannou, on MonJayy the ith Day of Septem^ 
ber next. 

B 
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Refolvcd unanimoufly, That the following Gentlemen (fe^ 
ven to be a quorum) be appointed a Committee of Correjpondence 
for communicating with the other Corps of the Province^ for 
taking preparatory ft eps to forward the intentions of this meef^ 
ing, and for coUe^tng the be ft authorities and information on 
$he fubjeh of a Parliamentary Reform^ viz. 

Lieut. Col. Sharman, Col, Rowley^ 

Capt. Blacky Major John Crawjord, 

'Dr. Alex. Crawford, Lieut. Oil. Banks, 

Major Burden, Mr. Robert Thompfon, 
Capt. Wad. Cunningham, Capt. Thomas Prentice, 

Revd. Mr. Craig, Liet4. Tomb. 
Dr. Samuel Moore, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the following Addrefs be pub" 
lijbed m the public prints t 

To the Volunteer Army of the Province of 
Ulster. _ 



FELLOW CITIZENS, 

IN common with. every clafs of Irifhmcn, you are fen- 
fible that this kingdom, for many centuries, might have 
continued to bear its chains in ignoble and indigent ob- 
fcurity, had not an army of its citizens, by a great eflForty 
dared to caft them off. 

That the dignified conduQ: of that army fately reftored 
to the Imperial crown of Ireland its original fplendor, to 
nobility its antient privileges, and to the nation at large 
its inherent rights as a fovereign independent ftate ; — ^that 
by inculcating the glorious fph-it of toleration, it has united' 
the once diftra&ed inhabitants of this country into an in- 
difToIublc mafs; and promoted the moft exalted reverence 
for the laws, — are faSs that will exhibit a fplendid and in- 
tereff ing figure in the annals of the age. 

FVom a military inilltution, fo Angular in its nature as 
to comprehend the feveral gradations of nobles, commoners,, 
merchants, yeomen and mechanics, every fubftantial gooii 
will be expected by wife and virtuous men. 
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They will, with horn (I pricfe, behold in the ftate ati 
im paralleled combination of the miUury with the: civil 
charaQtT, exifting only for the general intcrells of the com- 
iTi unity ; and prepared, on the pureft principles of the con- 
fticLition, to give efficacy to the wiflies of Three Millions 
of People. 

The idea of a well-digefled Parliamentary Reform, has 
ever experienced a favourable reception in the uncorrupted 
breafts of Iriihmen and of Britons, — It has been uniforinly 
looked up to a^ the true fource uf public virtue and of po- 
litical fatvation, by the firll cfiara^crs thefc kingdoms have 
produced. In this agi?, we have feen it warmly fopported 
by that confummate flatefman the late Earl of Chatham ; 
and revived by the heir to his abiluies and name, the pre-^ 
feiit William Pitt, It has received the fan£iion ofthemoft 
eminent and honeftmen in both Houfea of the Britifh Par- 
J lament j of a great Dumber of the moft refpe^able fliire* 
in England; of the Volunteer Delegates of the province 
of Munflcr; and, within thefe few days, of the unaninioiis 
Vote of thirty-eight Corps, reviewed at Belfaft* 

Among the many glorious effects of which a more equal 
Reprefentation of the People in Parliament would be pro- 
duSive, the following are obvious : — ^Thc deilruftion of 
that party- fpirit whofe baneful influence has at alt times 
been injurious to the public weal; — a revival of the native 
dignity of the crown, by imparting to each branch of the 
legiflature its diflinft and proportional weight ; — and the 
abohtion of that train of courtly mercenaries who mufl: 
ever continue to prey on the vitals of public virtue, till, the 
balance of the conflitution being reftored, the ncceflity for 
governing by regular fyftems of fedudion, fliall no longer 

Then, would the conftituent body regain its conftitu- 
tional controutover itstrufVeeSj — and venal majorities would 
not be found to fupport I he moft dlfliononrahle and perni- 
cious meafures, in oppofition to the fenfc of the tmpol- 
luted part of the legiflaturej as well as contrary to the unt- 
verfal wifhes of the public — and to the true intent of the 
inflilution of Parliaments, 

With due deference for the auguft body which we have 
prerumed to addrefs— we therefore beg leave to exprePs our 
B 2 
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Refolvcd unanimoufly, That the following Gentlemen (fe^ 
ven to be a quorum) be appointed a Committee of Correjpondence 
for commutucating with the other Corps of the Province^ for 
teiking preparatory fleps to forward the intentiofis of this meet^ 
ing, and for colle^tng the befi authorities and information on 
the fubjeh of a Parliamentary Reform^ viz. 

Lieut, Col, Sharman, Col, Rowley, 

Capt. Black, Major John Crawjord, 

'Dr, Alex. Crawford, Lieut. Cbl. Banks, 

Major Burden, Mr. Robert Thompfon, 

Capt. Wad. Cunningham, Capt. Thomas Prentice, 

Revd, Mr, Craig, Lieut. Tomb. 

Dr. Samuel Moore, 

Refolved unanimoufly. Thai the following Addrefs be pub' 
lijbed in the public prints .• 

To the Volunteer Army of the Province of 
Ulster. 

fellow citizens, 

IN common with every clafs of Irifhmen^ you are fen- 
fible that this kingdom, for many centuries, might have 
continued to bear its chains in ignoble and indigent ob»- 
fcurity, had not an army of its citizens, by a great eflForty 
dared to caft them off. 

That the dignified conduQ: of that army fately reftored 
to the Imperial crown of Ireland its original fplendor, to 
nobility its antient privileges, and to the nation at large 
its inherent rights as a fovereign independent ftatc ; — that 
by inculcating the glorious fpirit of toleration, it has united* 
the once diftra&ed inhabitants of this country into an in- 
difToIublc mafs ; and promoted the moft exalted reverence 
for the laws, — are faSs that will exhibit a fplendid and in- 
terefting figure in the annals of the age. 

Prom a military inftltution, fo Angular in its nature as 
to comprehend the feveral gradations of nobles, commoners^ 
merchants, yeomen and mechanics, every fubftantial good! 
will be expected by wife and virtuous men. 
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They wilt, with hancft pricfe, behold in the ftalc an 
tinparalleW combinauon of the militdry wilh the civil 
cliara6ter, exifting only for the general interefts of the cotn- 
iTitinity ; antl prepared, on the pureft principles of the con- 
ilitution, to give efficacy to the wirties of Three Milhons 
of People. 

The idea of a wefl-digefted Parliamentary Reform, ht* 
ever experienced a favourable reception in the uocorrupted 
breafls of Irifhmen and of Britons. — ft has been uniformly 
looked up to as the true fource uf public virtue and of po- 
litical faivation, by the firft cliara^ers thefe kingdoms have 
produced. In this ag*?, we have feen it warmly fupported 
by that confummate ftatefman the late Earl of Chatham j 
and revived by the heir to his abilities and name^ the pre- 
fent William Pitt, It has received the ran£iion ofthemoft 
emitrent and honeftmen in both Houfcs of the Britifb Par- 
liament ; of a great number of the moft rerpe8:able /hires 
in England ; of the Volunteer Defeg^ates of the province 
of Munffer; and, within thefe few days, of the unanimous 
Vote of thirty-eight Corps, reviewed at Relfafl, 

Among the many glorious effects of which a more equal 
Reprefentation of the People in Parliament would be pro- 
duSive, the following are obvious ; — The deftruftion of 
that party-fpirit whofe baneful influence has at all limes 
been injurious to the public weal ; — a revival of the native 
dignity of the crown, by imparting to each branch of the 
legislature its difl:in£t and proportional weight ; — and the 
abolition of that train of courtly mercenaries who muft 
ever continue to prey on the vitals of ptiblic virtue, titf^ the 
balance of the conftitution being rcftored, the neceiTity for 
governing by regular f) ft ems of feduftionj Ihall no longer 
cxift. 

Then, w^onld the conftituent body regain its conftitu- 
tional controul over itstruftecs, — and vena! majorities would 
not be found to fupport the moft difhononrable and perni- 
cious meafures, in oppofition to the fenfe of the unpol- 
luted part of the legiflature, as well as contrary to the uni- 
verfal wifhes of the public — and to the true intent of the 
inftitution of Parliaments. 

Wilh due deference for the auguft body which we have 
prcfumed to addrefs—we therefore beg leave to exprefs our 
B a 
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wiflies that the Volunteer Delegates of Ulfter would af- 
femble with the fame fpirit of loyalty, patriotifrn, and 
firmnefs which aSuated them on the memorable i 5th of 
February, 1782 : — to deliberate on the moft conftitutional 
means of procuring a more eqjjal representa^ 

TION OF THE PEOPLE IN THE PARLIAMENT OP 

Ireland— as tke only meafure which can give permanency 
to the late renovation of our conftitution, or reftore that 
virtue to the reprefentatlve body, without which, though 
the mere forms of a free government may be preferved, iti 
fpirit mull inevitably perifli. 

Signed by order of the Meeting, 

WM. SHARMAN, Chairman, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sharman having left the chair, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Walter Synnot taken it : 

Refolved, Tiat the Thanks of this Meeting be given to our 
worthy Chairman^ for his very proper condu^ in the Chair, 

HENRY JOY, Junior, Secretary. 

To the Dungannon Delegates. 

The Report of a Committee^ Co rrbspondknce, 

appointed by forty-five Corps affembled by public Advertije-- 
ment at Lifburn on the iji July lafly for the Purpofe of 
obtaining Information on the important Subje^ of a more 
Equal Reprefentation of the People in the Parliament of ire- 
land. 

THE Committee, in difcharge of the truft invefted in 
them, immediately opened a correfpondence with a num- 
ber of tlie moft eminent and well-informed charaSers in; 
Great Britain and Ireland ; and received anfwcrs fraught 
with moft valuable information on the fubjeQ:. 

Such of them as enter minutely into the bufinefs will be 
fubmitted to the Provincial Aflembly, if thought eligible, 
confidering the length of their detail, and the great delay 
which their difclofure will ^.unavoidably occafion. If it be 
more agreeable to the Meeting, for the general diffufal of 
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a Body of Knowledge on fo great a political fubjed, the 
piincipal Letters will be publiflied by the Committee's Se- 
cretary ; — by which means the difpatch neceffary to fo 
great an Affembly will be promoted. 

The Yorkshire Association, fo celebrated for 
its fpifit and numbers^ meet about the clofe of the prefent 
month ; in order previoufly to receive the decifions of this 
Province. 

The Society for Constitutional Knowledge 
in London, in which are enrolled tTie names of the firft 
charaders tn England, (ftremioos labourers in the glorious 
bufinefs of Reform in our Sifter Kingdom) — have ordered 
the Addreffes of the Ulfter Regiment, and of the forty-five 
Corps^ convening the Provincial Meeting of Ulfter, to be 
entered in their books, publiflied in the prints, and circu- 
lated gratis through the kingdom, in order that the exer- 
tions of Ireland may give a fpur to the fpirit of the Britifli 
nation. 

The Committee is rejoiced to obferve, that the Englifti 
Letters are full of expreflions of a high fenfe of the wif- 
dom, fpirit, and unanimity, that have charaSerized the 
Volunteer Army of Ireland : and that they all concur in 
conceiving the prefent to be the very moment in which a 
radical Parliamentary Reform can beft be efFefled. They 
univerfally agree in the idea that the Delegates at Dun- 
gannon ftiould enter into a very comprehenfive view of the 
matter; fo as the principles of Reform may be ftrongly 
marked in their refolves : — receiving the fan^^ion and con- . 
currence of a general Govention of Delegates from the four 
Provinces— coincidence of fentiment in which, they hold 
to be certainty gffuccefs. 

Founded on much deliberation, aflifted by the beft in- 
formation they could procure, the Committee haVe ven- 
tured to prepare Refolutions, comprehending a genera! 
fyftem of ideas on the fubjeft, which they will take the 
liberty, through their Chairman, Lieut. Colonel Sharman, 
with much humility, to move in the auguft Body of Re* 
prefentatives of the Volunteer Army of Ulfter. 

The Committee of Correfpondence have now only to 
apologize for their inability to fo weighty a charge : — 
Happy if their labours fliall meet the approbation of their 
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fellow-citizens; or tend in the moft remote degree to any 
valuable purpofe. They truft that the fpirit of firmnefs 
andintegrity w hich has already reftored this ancient king- 
dom to her rank in the nations, will crown the 8th of 
September i 783, as a day which is to form the ground- 
work of internal emancipation, on a bafis as great as that 
on which our rights as an independent nation, have been 
with fuch rapid fuccefs already eftabliflied. 



DUNGANNON MEETING. 

ON Monday the 8th September, 1 783, at half paft 
twelve, the Committee of Correfpondence having taken 
their places, the remaining Delegates, to the number of 
at lea ft 500, from two hundred and feventy-two Corps 
of Volunteers, were admitted by tickets into the lower 
part of the Diflenting Meeting-houfe ; an amazing crowd 
of ladies and gentlemen occupying the galleries. 

Colonel James Stewart, with unanimous confent was 
called to the Chair, and whq opened the bufinefs by read- 
ing the call of 45 corps met at Lifturn ift of July laft, 
and their Addrefs to the Province, which had confined 
itfelf to the fingle point of a more equal Reprefentation 
of the People in the Parliament of Ireland. 

Before the bufinefs of the day was entered into, the 
Chairman read a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Francis 
Dobbs, claiming his feat as the Reprefentative «f a Vo- 
lunteer Company. Before the queftion on his requeft 
was -put, it was aflerted that the Affembly of Volunteer 
Delegates, could not with propriety debate with any 
iPencible Officer. — And it was thereupon 

Refolvcd, That the c9nftderation of that letter be pajipomd 
till the fecond day of meeting. 

This matter being carried with a (hew of fpirit and 
happy prefage of Coincidence of opinion — Mr. Stewart, 
of Killymoon, a venerable old Gentleman, arofe and 
with a tremulous voice, but expreffive of fire, good 
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fcnfe, and a heart warm with the glorious bufinefs of the 
day — urged the neceflity of that aflembly difcovering ia 
their conduft the moft complete unanimity — as fuch ii 
line of condu*^: muft infallibly lead to fuccefs. The re- 
V Tend figure from whom, and the manner in which this 
animated AJdrefs was delivered, were felt by every per- 
fon prefent, and did not a little tend to promote the 
p' rfefl: union which charaSerifed the glorious proceed- 
ings of the. day. 

The Committee of Correfpondence, through their 
Chairman and Secretary, read a report of their pro- 
ceedings, in which it appeared that they had opened 
a correfpondence with a number of the firft charaSers 
in England : and had received anfwers fraught with 
mofl; important information— all of which exprefled the 
utmoA zeal and certainty of fuccefs^ in the great un- 
dertaking. 

It appeared alfo that the vaft and populous county of 
York in England, that has made fuch noble (fanggtes 
in a Parliamentary Reform, had, in confequence of the 
fpirited condud of Ulfler and Munfler, called a meeting 
for the clofe of the prefent month — in order thdt the 
zeal of the two kingdoms operating at the fame time, 
may level every difficulty, and reflore the reprefenration 
of the people to that purity, without which, to ule the 
words of the Ulfter Addrefs to the other three Provinces, 
the unanimated forms of a free conjittution would be a curfe^ 
and life ceafe to he a blefftn^. 

That the Society for Conftitutional Knowledge, com- 
pofed of the bed, and fome of the mofl illuftrious cha- 
rafters in Britain, have publifhed the Addrefs of forty- 
five Corps to Ulfter in the public prints, and circulated 
copies of it gratis over that extendve kingdom in order 
to excite a fimilar fpirit to that which promises fuch 
glorious effeds in this. 

The report being clofed, the Committee proceeded to 
lay before the Affcmbly a fyftem of ideas on the fub- 
jeft of a Reform ; and propofed them paragraph by pa- 
ragraph—all of which were, with very few altcrationi 
in point of expre^ion, unanimoufly carried. 

c 
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The Bifliop of Derry, who was a Delegate from the 
Derry Corps, made a very eminent figure in the debate 
— till feized with a gouty complaint, he was under the 
neceflity of retiring. He firft adjufted fome hiftorical 
fafts relative to the early ftate of the Reprefentation of 
the Commons after the Norman conqueft, and exhibit- 
ed adrnirable quicknefs and perfpicuity : But in con- 
fequence of its being urged in the courfe of debate — that 
" the objea of the meeting was aHeform of the Com- 
mons Houfe of Parliament, the interference of the people 
was informal and unneceflary." He delivered an animated 
and intercfting oration. He avowed that he was not 
afraid to fay that he preferred that Meeting as a faithful, 
honeft, and fpirited Reprefentation of the People, to every 
other meeting or fenatc he was acquainted with in either 
kingdoms; and in the clofe of his fpeech he drew a 
very mortifying picture of the prefent ftate of the 
Houfe of Lords. He declared the higheft reverence for 
the Volunteers — their permanence and their objeSs; but 
defied the moft fpirited among them to point out a 
length for the fervice and dignity of this kingdom, to 
which he would not lead or follow. He concluded by 
faying, that he would rather have an opportunity of 
ferving Ireland in the National Convention of Volunteer 
Delegates, or even in the very loweft of their com- 
mittees, to any other mode of doing it in any other 
affembly. 

His fpeech was received with univerfal and marked 
applaufe, foon after which he retired from the Meeting; 
being feired with a flight gouty complaint. 

This Meeting, as far as property and rank confti- 
tute it, was the moft fplendid and great of any of 
the former ones. — There were prefent as Delegates, 
afting under the inftniaions of their Corpsy fifteen 
Members of the New Parliament, befides feveral in the 
galleries. 

Mr. Flood being deputed by the Belfaft ift Company, of 
which he is an honorary member, had travelled one hun- 
dred and twenty miles to attend in his place, and comply 
with the written orders of his Corps j but was ftopt i» 
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his progrefs by a violent gouty complaint, within a few 
miles ot Dungannon. 

The aggregate number of Volunteers reprefented at the 
meeting, was not lefs than eighteen thoufand. 

After the matter propofed by the Committee d[ 
Correfpondence had been adopted, a member of the 
committee arofc and read a motion in fevoiir of a Bill 
of Rights, expounding the conftitution of Ireland, ia 
order, as it exprefled, that Irifhmen fliould not have to 
feek for an acknowledgment of their independency in the 
journals of a foreign ftate. In a fpirited debate on the 
queftion, every fpeaker difcovered a marked regard for a 
meafure that from late tranfa3ions will naturally take 
place during the courfe of the enfuing feffion of Parli- 
ament—hut objeded to the ufe of its being then de- 
claried by a refolution of that Affembly ; for the following 
reafons, viz. That the call of the meeting having limit- 
ed the objeft to the fingle point of a more equal Re- 
prefentation of the Commons, their companies had there- 
fore given no inftrudions on that head, and that they 
could not confiftently aS under that circumftance ; — others 
alledged that it was already fo generally the fenfe «f 
the Volunteers, that a notice of it in that place were 
unneceflary : — but the leading feature of objeQ:ion was, 
that were the AfTembly to deviate in the fmalltft degree 
from the exprefs words of the call — a door would be 
opened for the difcuffion of a multiplicity of inferior 
points, which could not be excluded but on that gene- 
ral principle of an exclufion of all matter, fave the itne 
objeft of the call. The motion was, on thefe grounds, 
very chearfully withdrawn by the mover. 

The meeting broke up after nine at night, the whole 
bufinefs being concluded ; the following Refolution s^having 
been unanimoufly entered into. 

1 . Refclved unanimoufly, That freedom jf the ind^feaji^ 
ble birth -right of Jrifhmen and Britons, derived from the 
author of their being ; and of which no po*iver on earth, much 
lefs a delegated power, hath a right to deprive them. 

2. Refolved unanimoufly. That they only are free, who 
ere governed by m laws but thofe to which th:y affent, either 

C 3 
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I 5. Refolved unanimoufly, TAat we are decided in ^^ 
nicn thai the Reprefentatives of the People ought not in futurt ti 
cGpfent to ANY BILL OF SUPPLY foT a longer term thm 
TWELVF MONTHS : nor more than six MONTHS, un- 
til a complete rcdrefs of the aforefaid grievances be ob- 
tained. 

The following Address of the i ft Regiment of Irish 
Brigade to the Chairman of this Aflbciation, on th« 
I 5ih of Feb. 1782, being read : 

To Colonel William Irwine, Chairman of the Ulster 
Volunteer Delegates affembUd at Dungannon, 
Feb. 15/A, 1782. 

S I R, 

I AM dircQed by the ift Regiment of Irish Bri- 
gade to acquaint you, that on the 22d day of iaft month, 
at a fiill meeting of that corps, they unanimoufly adopted 
the refolutions of the Uifter Delegates affembled at Dun- 
gannon, on Friday the i 5th February Iaft. 

To that aflembly, unprecedented in the annals of man- 
kind, which is the glory of the prefent times, and muft 
be the wonder of futurity, Ireland owes her eman- 
cipation. 

Toleration, the offspring of benevolence and wifdom, 
wa5 no fooner adopted by that illuftrious body, than re- 
ceived and chcrifhed througli the whole nation, and the 
inhabitants of Ireland from a divided became an u n i T ed 
people. 

You, Sir, and the highly refpeftable Body of which 
you are Chairman, will hear with picafure of every accef* 
fion of ftrength to the Vi)iunteer Army : I am happy, 
therefore, to acquaint you, that this Regiment, though but 
four months embodied, is numerous and refpeSable ; a 
circumftance fufF.cient to convince the world, that the 
public virtue of this kingdom daily increafes, and that th^ 
glorious flame of Liberty blazes through the nation. 
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At this great crijis when the Weftern World, while lay- 
ing the foundation of a rifing empire, temptingly holds out 
a fyftem* of equal liberty to mankind, and waits with open 
'arms to receive the emigrants from furrounding nations ; 
we think it a duty we owe to our country, to promote, as 
far as our example can reach, an aflFe&ionate coalition of 
the inhabitants of Ireland. Animated by this fentiment, 
and convinced that national unanimity is the bafis of na- 
tional ftrength, this regiment affords a ftriking inftance 
how far the Divine Spirit of Toleration can unite men of 
all religious defcriptions in one great objeS, the sup- 
port OF A FREE CONSTITUTION. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
with the higheft refped, 

your faithful and mod 

obedient fervant, 

JOHN SUTTON, Prefident. 

1 6. Refolved unanimoufly. That this Affociatim entertmn 
the mojl grateful fenfe of the approbation offuch liberal and 
patriotic men as compofe that refpeBahU Body ; that we re- 
joice in the accefpon of thfir abilities to the common caufe^ and 
that we will be happy to cooperate ^ith them in effe^ing the 
compleat liberty and happinefs of the good people of this king- 



19. Refolved unanimoufl/. That the following Addrefs to 
the Volunteer Armies of the Prrvincet ef Munfler, Leinfler and 
Connaughty be printed with thefe Refolutions, 

To the Volunteer Armies of the Provinces of Mun- 
fier, Leinfler and Connaught. 

FELLOW subjects, 

THE tnnfcendant events which our united efforts have 
produced, prefent an eminent inftance of the proteding 
hand of Heaven ; — ^whilft the progreflive virtue and gene- 
ral nnion of the people, naturally prompt them to revive 
the fpirit of an unrivalled conititmion, and to vindicate the 
inherent rights of men. 
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The mod important work yet remains : — ^which nc- 
gleded, our part attainments are tranfitory, unfubftantial, 
infecure ! — an extenfion to thoufands of our beloved fellow- 
citizens of a franchife, comprehending the very fjfmce of 
Liberty: — and drawing the line which precifely itparates 
the Freeman from the Slave. 

SuflFcr us, therefore, to conjure yon by every endearing 
tie that conneSs man with man — with unceafing zeal to 
purfue one of the moft glorious objeds that ever agitated 
the human mind : — a reftoration of virtue to a fenate longf 
unaccuftomed to fpeak the voice of the people ; — a reno- 
vation of the ancient balance of our government ; — and a 
firm eftablifliment of the firft gifts on the ruins of an a- 
vowed corruption,— at once the bane of morals, and of 
liberty. 

From a Grand National CoNVENTioy — dif- 
tingui(hed by integrity, and infpired with the courageous 
fpirit of the conftitution— every bleffing muft refult. 

With one voice, then — the voice of united millions^ let 
Ireland aflert her claim to Freedom ! 

Through her four Provincial Aflcmblies let her tempe- 
rate declarations flow to one common center ;' and there, 
matured into an extenfive Plan of Reform, be produced as 
the folemn aQ of the Volunteer Army of Ire- 
land : as a demand of rights, robbed of which, the 
unanimated forms of a free government \vould be a curfe; 
and exigence itfelf, ceafe to be a hlefEng. 

Friends and Countrymenj 

THE eyes of an enlightened world, are this inftant 
upon us !— — Munster has, in part, already led the 
way : and millions of our fellow-fubjefts of Britain, in 
whoqi the flame of liberty ftill burns with luftr« — behold 
with delight our exertions ill the common caufe ; and in 
our fuccefs, fee the certain harbinger of their own. 

Let the refleSion that Greece, the feat pf liberty and 
of fcience ; that Rome, the miftrefs of the world ; and 
that innumerable States, once flourifhing and free, now lie 
proftrate by the hand of tyranny — teach Ireland wifdom. To 
our deliberative aflemblies they convey awfiil warning lo 
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They wiif, with honcft pride, behold in the ftate an 

tjnparaileled combination of the mihtiiry with the civil 
character, exiftingonly for the general interefta of the com- 
munity ; and preparedj on the pureft principles of the con* 
ftitution, to give efficacy to the wiihes of Three Millions 
of People, 

The idea of a welUdigrefted Parliamentary Reform, has 
ever exptrienced a fdvoiuable receptiori in tht uncorrupted 
breafls of Inihmen and of Britons,^ — It has been uniformly 
Ifjoked up to Z3 the troe fource of public virtue and of po- 
litical falvationj by the fifrt chara^ers thefe kingdoms have 
produced- In this age, we have feen it warmly Tupported 
by that confummate ftatefman the late Earl of Chatham ; 
and revived by the heir to his abiliiies and name, the pre* 
fent William Pttt, It has received the fanQrion ofthemoft 
eminent and honeftmen in both Houfca of the Britrfh Piir- 
liament ; of a great number of the mofl refpeSable fhires 
in England; of the Volunteer Delegates of the province 
of Munfttr; and, within thefe few days, of the unanimous 
Vote of thirty-eight Corps, reviewed at Belfaft. 

Among the many glorious effcQs of which a more equal 
Reprefentation of the People in PaHiament would be pro- 
dufiive, the following are obvious : — The deftru^ion of 
that party-fpirit whofe baneful influence has at all times 
been injurious to the public weal; — a revival of the native 
dignity of the rrowt)^ by imparting to each branch of the 
legiflature iu diftin8: and proportional weight ; — and the 
abolition of that train of courtly mercenaries who muft 
ever continue to prey on the vitals of public virtue, till, the 
balance of the conflitution being reftoredj the neceflity for 
governing by regular fyftems of fedudion, fhall no longer 
cxift. 

Then, would the conftituent body regain its conftitu- 
tional controul over its truftees, — and venal majorities would 
not be found to fupport the moft difliononrable and perni- 
cious meafure^i, in oppofition to the fenfc of the unpoU 
luted part of the legiflature^ as well as contrary to the uni- 
verfal wiflies of the public — and to the true intent of the 
inftitution of Parliaments. 

With due deference for the auguft body which we have 
prcfumed to addrefs^we therefore beg leave to exprefsoyr 
B 2 
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22. Refolved unanimoufly, That the particular Thank^ 
cj this Meeting be prefented to Col. J, Stewart y for his very 
^reat propriety of condu^ in the chair, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be prefented to our Secret ary^ Captain James Datujon, for his 
very particular attention and ability in the difcharge of the du- 
ties of his laborious office of Secretary to the Volunteer Affocia- 
tion of this province. 

ROBERT STEWART, Col. ift)^, . 

Independent Co. Down Rcgt. J ^^^rnwn. 



LEINSTER MEETING. 

IN confequence of the requifition contained ui the 
foregoing refolutions and letters, a Grand Provincial 
Meeting of Delegates from the Volunteer Army of Lein- 
fter took place on Thurfday Odober th€ 9th, act the 
Royal Exchange, Dublin. 

About one hundred corps were reprefented, and the 
Earl of Charlemont having taken the Chair at about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, a Committee of Corref- 
pondence appointed at a late meeting at Drogheda, at- 
tended with their report; but being then and for fomc 
days before indifpofed, he was at the inftance of the 
Delegates prevailed upon to retire. General Ogle wis 
then unanimoufly called to the Ch^ir, and at twelve a 
proccflion of the Delegates commenced from the Ex- 
change to the Great-Room or Guild-Hall in the Thof- 
fel; the Volunteer Corps of the city and county of 
Dublin lining the flreets, receiving them with prefented . 
arms, and paying them all due military honours. 

On their arrival at the Tholfcl, Major Gudgeon, Ad- 
jutant General, was ordered to return thanks to all the 
corps, and to difmifs them, fave the Union Light Dra- 
goons, who beiiig entitled to a precedence of all thofc 
under arms, were retained as a guard during the fitting 
of the af&mbly. 
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The reqniAdon for convening the meeting, alfo the 
refolutions of the Volunteer Delegates affembled at 
Drogheda, approving the fame, and appointing a Com- 
mittee of Corre(]pondence, &c. being read, the report of 
laid connmitiee, figned by the Elarl of Charlemont, was 
then produced by General Ogle, and was to the follow- 
ing cffea.: 

^hat the prefent Jiate of the Reprefentation of this king^ 
dim is inadequate to the promoting the general welfare of tk$ 
people. 

That we will concur with the Delegates who met at 
Dungannm^ on Monday^ the 9th of September lajl^ and with 
our countrymen^ in every conjlitutional meafure which Jball 
appear neceffary to remedy fuch abufes^ as endanger the rights 
of the Conftituent Body. 

The former of thefe two refolutions being moved and 
feconded, fome objeQions were ftarted thereto by Col. 
Ha^on and others, when after a long debate it was 
amended to the following tSt6t, and paflfed unani- 
moufly. 

Refolved unanimoufly,^ That the prefent Jiate of the 
Reprefentation of the people of this kingdom requires to be 
reformed. ^ 

Colonel Hatton then eicprefled himfelf in favour of the 
Omnipotence of Parliament, as being fullyand only com- 
petent to correS the abufes, if any could be deemed 
really to exift in the Conftitution; and after advancing 
fome opinions, which might be conftrued to militate 
againft the authority of the people, to aflemble or take; 
cognizance of public grievances, he moved a refolu- 
tion to the following cflFed: That it is only through 
the medium of the Legijlature that we do hope for conjlitutional 
redrefs. This brought on a debate, in the courfe of which 
it was urged, that the facred Majefty of the People was 
in all times fiilly competent to correS the abufes which 
might arife in the Conftitution, and to controul and di- 
rcd that branch of the Legiflature-, to whom they had 
only delegated a power, but which i^terpofition on 
the part of the people was allowed to be impolitic " 
to exercife, fave only on the rooft important occafioas. 

Da 



i8 LEINSTER 

fueh as the prefent; and in fupport of-this doSrine, the 
Secretary, Mr. Afhenhurft, urged the authority of the 
celebrated DoQor Jebb, and many other of the firft 
charaders in England, whofe opinions he had been fa- 
voured with through the Chairman and Secretary of the 
Ulfter Committee, and cautioned the meeting 'againft 
the tendency of pafling the refolution in its prefent 
form, and the inferences which might be drawn from 
it by the enemies of a ParKamentary Reform. 

Counfellor Michael Smithy the Chairman of the Law- 
yer's Committee, on the inadequacy of a fimjple repeal, 
then arofe, and after ftating the importance of the meet- 
ing, the meafiire then to be agitated, the powers of the 
feveral branches of the legiflature and of the people, and 
having fully declared that an amendment he intended 
to propofe was not meant to interfere or militate againft 
the power of the meeting, or of the peoplfr at large to 
difcufs and adopt every proper means to effcd a Re- 
form in Parliament, amended Colonel Hatton's' motion to 
the following effect : That fuch reform can beji and mofl 
conJiitutionaUy be attained through the mediant of our legifla-^ 
ture. 

It then paffed unanimoufly. 

The fecond refolution of the Committee of Corref- 
pondence was then moved, feconded, and paffed una* 
nimoufly. 

It was then moved and carried. That Delegates he 
appointed to reprefent fuch counties of this province as have- 
given inflru^icns and poivers fcr that purpofe to the Deie^ ' 
gates of particular Carps', and at near 7 o'clock in the even- 
ing the meeting adjourned 'till next morning at 11 o'clock, 

Friday, Octoeer 10, 1783. 

The delegates having re-affembled. General Ogle was 
called to the chair at twelve o'clock, and after confi- 
derable debate relative to the mode and proper time of 
eleding delegates, the following counties having chofen 
their delegates to the Grand National Convention, 
namely — Carlow, county of the city of Dublin, county 
of Dublin, county of the town of Drogheda, Lowth, 
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Meath and Wicklow, nnd the c)e^€9jates prefent from 
all other counties having expreffed their wiihes to. be 
indulged with a liberty' of choofing theirs on their re- 
turn to the* country, the ^wo fblbwing refofutions were 
carried : 

Refolved uifemmoufly,' That we esirnejify d-fire that the 
Corps $f fuck counties^ itf kav^ M chofen dele ^ater for the - 
Natr<mQl Cortvektion m November next, do ajfcmble and cheofe 
five Delegate! for each county , * and do fignrfy their choice 
to the S^retary of thh meeting, before the 6th of Novcm- 
her afirefaid^ 

Refo(ved uftanimpufl/j That we hope that the eonfii^ 
fuentf of this- province will call upon their Sheriff's to ap-^ 
point meetings of their refpe^ive counties, in order to eX" 
prefs their fentiments relative to a Parliamentary Reform. . 

It was then refolved, that this aflembly do approve 
of fuch delegates as have bfecn this day cleded for 
fome of the' counties, and that fuch eleSion do receive 
the fanSion of this aflembly. 

it was then agreed to, that the county of the town of 
Droghcda, and the county of the city of Kilkenny, have 
each of them a power of fending two Delegates to the 
National Convention. 

Mr. Wills then moved, that a commrttee be ap-^ 
pointed to receive, fcarch for, and furnifli materials for 
a plan of Parliamerttary Reform.' 

A committee of nine being ftruckj any five of whom 
to be a quorum; and that' all delegates in this aflem- 
bly, who chufe to attend, have votes, and that it be 
an inftrudion to fuch committee to fit at 12 o'clock 
to-morrow, at the Royal Exchange. 
' This bufinefs being over, Mr. Burrowes (a delegate 
from the Irifli Brigade) called the attention of the aflem- 
bly to the rights of the Roman Catholics of this king- 
dom. He faid he was inftrufted to move for and 
urge the extenfion of the eleQion franchife to that 
refpeAable body of fubjeSs ; their behaviour had mani- 
fefl:ed their attachment to the Conftitution — fome power 
ought to be given them refpe£ling a right to vote at 
Ele£iions; how that right fhouy be adjufted, they had 
jK)t attempted to diflate, they had willingly rcfigned that 
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to the determination of the Gena-al Convention; bat 
he was furprifed to find fon^ gentlemen averfe to en- 
tering upon the fubjed; he was afraid an idea would 
go abroad that they were not to receive a power of 
voting for reprefentatiyes in parliament ; it would be 
an idea of the mod fatal confe^uence, and gentlemen 
fliould confider that their refolutions on this important 
qucftlon would, in all probability, afftSt that aHembly 
more nearly than it wouM even the Roman Catholics 
themfelves ; the people were now reduced, from the abu- 
fes in the Conftitution, to return, at prefent, into almoft 
a (late of nature; this then was the time for the Ro- 
man Catholics to look for the attainment of eleSion 
franchife; if they loft th^ prefent, they could not fpec- 
dily expeS fo favourable an opportunity; was it then 
to he fuppofed that the/ would now be idle ? No* He 
was fure a little would content them, but if they found, 
that little was denied them by the Leinfter Delegates, 
they would be. led to form plans of their own; they 
would follow up thofe plans by petitions to the Houfe 
of Commons, and the members of that houfe, wha 
were diiinclined to a reform,' would take advantage of 
the difunion to deftroy the meafure. Was the right of 
eleSion to be decided by numbers or by property ? He 
was fure no man would come into the plan propofed 
by the Duke of Richmond— jt would be giving the right 
of eleftion to the mob. Was it property then was to 
be confidered ? The Roman Chatholics had now a pro- 
perty in the kingdbm, and a pov/er of acquiring more; 
What then would bt the cpnfequence, fliould they be 
excluded of that franchife ? In Icfs than a century, by 
alienation of eftates, the power of eledion would be 
confined to a few individuals, and the very evil, which 
rendered a reform now nectffary, would again exift. Is 
it the wifli of gentlemen that the intended reform fliould 
be permanent, or 'Would they every century force us 
again into a ftate of nature, to remedy the very griev- 
ance which is this day complained of ? He was confi- 
dent perfecution rather increafed than diminiflied the 
number of Roman Catholics; it had done more harm 
than all the do^ine of the jcfuits; and he would be 
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bold to fay, that there would be more conformifts, when 
the Proteftant religion ftood fimply in the light of Chrif- 
tianity, founded upon reafon, and fupported by friendly 
intercourfc and calm difcuflion. He then moved, that the^ 
aflcmbly fhould come to the following refolution : 

Refolved, That the rights of fuffrage ought to be extended 
to all thofey and to none but thofe^ whs are likely to ufe it for 
the public good. Which w^ai agreed to unanimoufly. 

Mr. Burrowes then moved, that the attachment to the 
T^hts of the Conftitution, manifefted by the Rioman Ca- 
tholics, merited fome extenfion of the ele^on franchife to 
that refpedable b6dy. 

This met with fome oppoHtion from Col. Hatton, on the 
ground of feveral of the delegates then prefent not hav- 
ing inftnidions frdm their corps to vote upon any fuch 
queftion. 

Colonel Edgeworth thought it improper, as a commit- 
tee had been appointed to fiirnifli materials for the Nati- 
onal Convention, that poflibly fomething of this kind would 
be included in thofe materials ; and that it would be inde- 
licate for this afiembly to didate any meafure to the great 
National Meeting; for his part, while he admired the 
eloquence of the mover of the refolution, .he was forry to 
find fault with any thing he had ui^ed ; but the gentle- 
man had infinuated that there was caufe to fear, if the re- 
folution (houid not pafs: he hoped every man there, 
however he aded from liberality of fentiment, would dif- 
dain to be aduated by fear : the idea hurt him, and he 
felt it. 

Mr. Burrowes faid, he was forry the gentleman mifun- 
derftood him ; there was a fear which he was not aihamed 
to hold out to that aflembly, it was a great, a glorious 
fear-^he fear of making (laves of two millions of people— 
the fear of being defeated in an important meafure— 4t was 
the fear of doing wrong. 

Mr. Fitzgerald fupported Mr. Burrowes: He faid, the 
reilraintag laws which had formerly exifted, were barba- 
rous and impolitic, and every man whofe anceftors had 
forged (iich galling and difgraceful chains, muft inwardly 
bluih at their being acceflary to fuch mealiires. ShaU we 
then, when feeking freedom^ give Ebeny to one millioa 
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offtibjeiflb, and make flaves of two millions? The Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland have manifefted a firm attach- 
ment to the Conftltution; they have tendered their liveR 
in its fupport; fcarce a Volunteer Corps but. now admits 
them as naembers.-^Has a..ny evil enfued from this indul- 
gence ? Why then not give them a power .of voting at 
riedions? Have they behaved well while wi^h arms in 
their hands, and arc they to be dreaded when thofe arms 
are laid down ? Tliey feek not a Kberty of eleding Ro- 
fxian Catholics into Parliament, a right of voting for a 
Froteftant is all they require ; and can it fignify, whether 
this or that Proteftant gentleman is returned i they -wiH 
fee content, they will be fatisfied, they will co-operate 
with 119, and go hand in hand along with us. Religion 
is a matter between every man and his God : as !ong as 
there is nothing dangerous in it to the State, no man oi^t 
to be accountable for his tenets; and now, when liberality- 
is diffafed through all the Chriftian world, when Portugal 
has laid aiide the inquiiition, as a meafure odious 'to hu^ 
man nature, fhall the LeinAer Delegates become a Pro- 
teftant inquifition, and perfecute men on account of their 
faith; let us not then, in God^s name, make a partial 
- reform, by giving freedom to one million, at the expence 
of two millions of (laves. 

Major McCartney then pfopofed a refolution, which he 
helieved would anfwer the purpofes of thofe gentlemen who 
were not inftrufted upon this poiht, and which was : 

Refclved, Tftat a participation of eJe^ion franchifes to the 
Roman Catholics^ is a meafure of the highejl importance^ wor- 
ihy the attention of the National Convention^ and therefore re^ 
f erred to their confidcration, 

Mr. Burrowesy in hopes of unanimity^ withdrew his 
former motion and adopted this ; but before General O^Ie 
would put the queftion, lie begged leave to ftate the dif- 
ficulty of his fituation. 

He was appointed a delegate by feventeen corps, not 
one of whom had been apprifed upon this fubjeS ; he had, 
therefore, received no inftruftions relative thereto. No 
man defpifed pique, prejudice, or bigotry more than he ; 
as an individual he would give his opinion for or againft a 
meafure without hefftation, and with fpirit ^ but h^ was 
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not ttere to n£k as an inrilvuiual : how then could he fpeak 
the fentiments of upwards of four thoufaad abfent men, 
without their ever having confidered the fubjt;*^^ or im- 
parted tn him their npinion^; perhaps they might be of 
opinion, that this c|ueilion ought not 10 be agitated at all; 
how then woufd he appear, if he gave the rtfolution his 
afTent? He would ever hold himfdt' boufid by the direc- 
tions of his conftittit^nts ; they ever fhotild gjovcrn his con- 
duct ; it was his duty, and nothing fhould warp him 
from it. 

This drew up Mr, Macqjmyznd Mr, ^////, who declared 
themfelves in fimifar lit nations, and Colonel Haya^ Colo- 
nel Wfflbyy Lord Arrm^ Lord Aldh^rmtgh^ ColoneliS/twarf, 
and feveral other gentlemen, ur^ed the fame. 

Mr- Smith thought, as the bufinefs had been mentioned, 
fomeihing fhould be done* This was giving no deter- 
mination ; it wa^j declaring the prefent meeting inadequate 
to difcofs the point, and therefore referring to the Na- 
tional Convention its decififin, it was only declaring it a 
matter of importance* Would any gentleman deny it? 
Some had Hi id that the opinions of the people ought to be 
had ; were the people to be convened at large to give chat 
opinion, then the meeting of their delegates muft be 
abroad in ;he fields, No^ the volunteer delegates affcm- 
bled in the National Convention would fpeak the opinions 
of the people ; it was from them the general fenfe of the 
nation was to be obtained. This left the matter open for 
confideration ; no man could be bound to decide tipon it 
one way or other ; it vvas only declared to be a matter of 
importance which ought to be referred ; for his part, the 
force of the gentleman's arguments who had iniroduced 
the bufinefs, worked ftrongly upon him, and every fibre 
vibrated refponfive to his language, 

Mr. M^Jcqmy and feveral others however declaring that 
they would withdraw, as they did not think themfelves 
authorifed to vote on the occafion, and were unwilling ta 
give it a negative, Mr. Burroiurj declined infifttng on hav- 
ing the quefiion put, as he wiftied for unanimity in every 
thing; he however moved, that it fliould be an inflruftion 
to the committee who had been appointed to procure in- 
formation of all the count iei, towns and boroughs that re- 
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turned iticrhbers into Parliament, their mode of clcSion, 
and the number of the Proteftant and Roman Catholic 
inhabitants in each ; whicl^ was unanimouily agreed to. 

The ufual thanks being voted to the Chairman and 
Secretary ; General Ogle declared the high fenfe he had 
of the honour which they had conferred upon him ; and 
that in every fituation he hoped his public condud 
would merit a continuance of their kindnefs. And the 
0)eeting adjourned till the firft Monday in February, 
the Secretary having power to convene them fooner 
^poh a requifitioh figned by thirteen delegates, giving 
due notice thereof, in order to receive a report from 
jhe National Delegates, of what progrefs they had made 
in effeding a renovation of the peoplt*^ rights; by re* 
floring to the conftitution its original purity, in a more 
equal reprefentation in Parliament. 
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CONNAUGHT MEETING. 

- AT a meeting of the delegates of forty Voluntetr 
Corps of the Province of Connaught, at Ballinafloc^ 
Odober 6, 1783. 

Refolved unanimoufly, TAat the refoluiims of the Wfier 
Vohittteer Affociatfon, entiered into at Dungmnon^ the %th of 
September lafi, be adopted by this meetings and that we will 
fmfewre to the utmoji tf our power to obtain a Parliament 
Hoy Rejomtm 

Refolved unanimoufly, That a Committee of five perfonf 
be chofen from each county io reprefent this province in the 
Grand National Convention^ to be held at noon^ in the. Royal 
Bsechange in Dublin, on the loth day of November, to digeft 
md fnMiJb A plan of Parliamentary Reform, to pur foe fuck 
m^kfures ai t^ them may appear m(fi likely to render it 
^e^uai, to adjourn from time to time and place to place f 
emd comtene Provincial Meetings, if found neceffary. 
• Refolved, TArf m eafe any of the five delegates of any 
fwrity JbsU by fsckmfsf or etherwife^ ba prevented from 
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fr<m dttending the Naticmal Corruentiony that delegates t9 
be slewed by the corps of the cou ty pall he at liberty t9 
cioofe another delegate to ferve in his r$om. 

Refolvcd, That no volunteer in future Jball be a dele^ 
gate for more than one corps, 

CHARLES OHARA, Col. Co. Sligo 1 chairma^- 
Light Horfe, and Tyrcrill Volunteers, J 

JAMES JOYCE, Captain ClanrU ? Secretarr 
carde Infantry, J ^' 



M U N S T E R M E E T I N G, 

A MEETING of the Provincial Delegates for the 
Volunteers of Ulfter was holden at Vl^aterford, on Sa- 
turday the ift of November 1783, when it was 

Refolved unanimoufly, 7hat when abufe of reprefentation 
has deprived the people of their fbare of the legijlature^ they 
have a right to denumd of Parliament a Rejorm of fuch 
abyfe^ mid to refbrk ^to the Conflitntion its true ballalut 
and original purity. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the prefent flate of the 
reprefentation of this kingdom evinces fuch abufes. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That in conformity to our Refxh' 
lution of the firfi day of March lafl^ and in concurrence with 
our brethren of Ulfler^ and the other provinces^ whofe zeal 
and ability have united in the common caufe of Parliamentary 
Reform, the virtue and wifdom of Great Britain and Ireland^ 
we will perjevere in ev^ry confiitutional exertion to obtain 
fuch redrefs. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That we conceive the National 
Convention propofed by the Meeting of Dungatman, to be the 
befl means of colle^ing the fenfe of the people^ and carrying 
our refolutipnt into effedl, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That in our opinitn^ the fole 
obje^ q/ the Ngtional Convention fkould. be Parliamentary 
Reform, 
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Refolved unanimoufly, T^at m p^rfin ivkatjoevefj tt^a 
katk m or out of Parliameni app^fcd a Declaration of Ri^Ms 
Jsr thii kin^dmn^ pall h eligible Ii3 rtprefm thii prtrmme 
at the Natwnui C^fweTithn* 

Rcfolved unantmoufly. Thai wf da m'W pr^erJ to nmke 
returns of Jive dekgatrs frmn each county^ ar.d imnty oj city 
in this province, tQ the Nuii^nal Convcntton^ tc he h&Jden in 
Dublin on the 1 0th of Nn^etnber injh 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the trvfi committed to them 
A^ expire at our next PrrA^ncia! Meeiin^y 'which 'vje requrft 
the Committie cf C'^rrrfpotulence to ct/nvene ^hetr occafimt 
JhaU require^ 

Refolved uniinimouQy, That fuch deltgatim may in arry 
m/lance^ and at any time be rerdlled, when the prnpafei of 
dile Ration are nettle /Jed or hetntyrd. 

Reroved unanifnoufl)-,' That all ek/fims of Delegates 
already made^ or to he made^ are^ and Jhall be invalid^ imkji 
fubmitted to^ and approved of by a Provincial Meeting. 



GRAND NATIONAL CONVENTION. 



ON Monday tht TOth af November, at aboflt eleven 
o'clock, one hundred and fixty Delegates iVom ihc 
Voluntftr Aflbciatioiis of this kingdom, having met 
at the Royal Exchange, they immediately proceeded to 
bufmer&j and eleded the Rla:ht Hunourable General Earl 
Charlemontj Chairmaji, and John Talbot Aflienhurft Efq^ 
md Caprain Dawfon, Secretaries, during the meeting. 

After fome other arrangements it was refolved, Tht 
eseh Delegate have iiv^ iifkds^ and that all Members of Par- 
iiamrnt Jhould be admit ted ^ithmit tttketi. 

They then wa!ked in procfflion through the ranks 
of the Volunteers of the city arid countyj who lined the 
ftrcets, and received the delegates wirh prefeoted arms 
and colours flying, and proceeded amidft the acclamations 
cf many thouf4ncls of admiring fptQator?^ to the Rotunda, 
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tnimber of boroughs in their feveral provinces; alfo, a 
coTTipjirafive account of the number of Roman Catliolics 
and Proteftants: ihofe direSioas he took for granted^ 
had been complied with; for one, he had obeyed them. 
He therefore moved. That the feveml delegates ihf>uld dc- 
Hvcr fn the fmits of thetr enquiries to-morrow, and that 
the Secretary be intruded lo furnifh every delegate with 
a fair copy of each for their peruHtl, 

Colonel Newpm. I objeS to this for feveral and fub- 
ftamtal reafons* Every delegate was not inftru^ed to this 
c&Q: the Roman Catholics, to whofe number the prin- 
cipal enquiry was to go, have relinqyiftied their claims 
for the prefent — a meafure that whilfl it tended to add 
confiderable ftrengch to the prefent meeting, redounded 
infinite honijur on themfelvesl what ufe then would the* 
Tt^ding thofe enquiries be of but to introduce a quef- 
tion which was not to be debated. 

Lord Farnham declared that he had received no in- 
ftrufltons whatfoever, nor had he ever heard that in- 
ftruSions were given to any delegate— wts the motion 
therefore to paf^, for one he coul J not comply with it, 
having no papers to produce* 

Captain Mo^re was furprifed to hear that any member 
of the affembly had neglefted to poifefs himfclf of the 
information; the Dungannon refolulions had declared it 
neceflary to enable each delegate to determine on a pro- 
per plan of reform, — However^ to make the motion 
palatable^ he moved, as an amendment, that all fuch 
members as were inftruSed to procure intelligence ftnuld 
produce it- 
Captain FHzgerald, I am really aftonifhed at what 
I hear* We are come iiere to debate on a nationa! 
grievance. How admin ifler relief, unlefs we are inform- 
ed as well of the occafion as the extent of the grie- 
vance? — ^unlefs we know the diforder, how cure tlie 
difeafe ?— unlefs we know the number of boroughs, the 
fpecies of ele6tion, and number of voters in eachj in 
whom the elefi'ion is — ^^-hofe hands each county is iiij 
and return of eleftors therein ? — How tread on fure 
pounds?— I never was in Ulftcr, and therefore am tg- 
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aofant of all thofepqtticwlafs, until thofe inflruSed for 
tji? p^^pofe lay them before us; frx>i!«,my (joupty I can 
furniifa a tolerable accurate return :of:all tHpfe matters, 
as w^lt as of the jiumb^ of Romai> Otholics and Pro- 
tjefiaots, which was a great tgfk of* no fmall labour: I 
have heaffd a great deal about th^ fprmer having re- 
linquifhed for the prefent all claim tp a participation in 
the right of franchift-wit haiS not qonrie before us pro- 
perly authienticated, of cp^fecjucnce ; not to be heeded. If 
the timidity of any one individual has made him relin« 
q.uifli his claims, yet furely it (houy not b< confitdered 
^s an aQ of the whole l^ody. 

Lord Famham. I am c^Ued, upon to reply to what 
<)ropt from the gfsntlenian whp fppke laft. Had I re-- 
ceived inftruSions I Ihould have thought it my dqty t<p 
have obeyed them.-— Not having received any, I con- 
ceive I am not to blame in coming more unprepared 
than my brother delegates. 

Mr. Edgeworth faid, that at the Leinft^ Pfoyinciai 
lyieeting inflru6lions ppon this point had been voted i 
and then read that p^art qf the proceedings of the Lein- 
iler Meeting, and added, that as it was. imp^flible to 
forefee who might be chpfen Delegates to; the Gr^nd 
Convention, thefe inftnuftions could not be delivere<l 
to individuals, it w^s f^fBcient to (hew that they w^f^ 
publiflicd as they were in the paper in his hand. 

Captain Crawford moved that the fourteenth riefolutipii 
of the Dungannon- Meeting be read.-^U was deckratoryj, 
^le f;^id, of the wifh^s of th^t province, and, he fuppofed, 
had been adopted by the others. It exprefsly defired 
that each delegate fhould bring proviuci^l Tetjuj-ns. with 

Colonel Hatfon faid^e would opppfe tlje ^efolution 
bcpaufe unnectOiry; a3 he fuppof^d , every pieipb^ came 
thcfe fully informed. After having (ifted every enquiry 
to ^he bottom, added t^x which, the papers* that ^oyld of 
cpurfe be laidi. before -the Conj^jitipn, would, in .his 
^inicn, give a^ mucJi..jfcnowlf;dge a«j yr^s pfJoefl^^ry.: • 

Gapt?in Mflpr^, <^|potughf it . w^uU.^ be hfXtpx tv.haYe ftb^ 
i^^ru^iojjs.giv^n }by. eai^ii proyinc/e tq itj. d^legal^ps ^^ 
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on the table; as tliat would fully cxplaift how far thofc 
ijiili unions have been complied with* 

Earl of Brtjial aflbred the Convention that they were 
on the verge of f^tfe gronnd — wifhcd them to be cauti- 
ous, left they fliouM tie up their hands againft proceed* 
ing hereafter* A tntlTige had been delivered which could 
not b€ depended on ; he declared it did not come property 
authenticated, it did not fpeak the fentiments of the 
Roman Catholic? of the nation, or even of this city, as 
there was to be a meeting of them this very night for 
the purpofe of addrefling the Convention. He thought 
it unneceflary at prefent to fay more. The racfTage 
might ipeak the fentiments of a few indii^idual^^— tt did 
not fpeak that of the nation at Wge; it was not there* 
fore to be relied on* 

Captain Neville thought thyt the Roman Catholic bu- 

fmefs ihould not at prefent be meddled with, as the 

gentleman who had delivered the meflkge was on a Com- 

Imittee of the Houfc of Commons: from the refpe^lablc 

) character, however^ of the gentleman who delivered 

jthe mcflage, he did fuppoff it might be confidered as 

[ut^ell-grounded, as he was fure hn friend would not have 

{introduced it otherwife : by referring the bujmefs at large 

'to the committee, which was to meet to.-morroWj every 

obje^ion would he removed, 

Counfejlor Bloffst, I have the honour of being a 
member of the mo ft refpedtable Roman Catholic corps 
In this kingdom, therefore think myft^lf particularly called 
on when I hear any thing mentioned intimating that body 
1 having waved their claim to an equal fuffrage with their 
fellow fubje^ts: In the county of Gal way the number of 
Roman Cathofics preponderate more than in any other 
county, and I affert that it is not their wifh to remain 
rn their unfranchifed ftate; it is indeed not only their 
wifh, but their determination to concur with their brer 
thren of the eftablifhed Church; and, if neceffary, to 
rclinquifti rights they already pofTefs, rather than fow the 
feeds of dilTention in this afiembly. We ought, however, 
to let in lights from all quarters on the bafinefs of Reform, 
particulariy what relates to Papiilsj and what danger can 
poflibly arife from fuch a mocle of procedure^ I am z% 
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a lofs to guefs; as this ?mcctiDg will always have it in 
its power to defer the cCfifideration of any meafure which 
may tend to difunite us;— -but I do not fee how difunion 
can be the ncceffary confequence of difcuflion ;-^nor do 
t think we fhall proceed on liberal grounds^ if we with- 
hold difcuffion to avert difunion. This aflembly i; found- 
ed on the principles of the Dungannon Meeting— one of 
whofe refolutions was—That each delegate fliould bring 
hither a comparative view of Proteftants and Papifts 
*— mode of elediion in each county, number of boroughs, 
&c. Great pains were taken in the county town of 
Galway^, to gain information on thofe points; I therefore 
moft heartily concur with thofe gentlemen who fpoke 
before me, that, although it may be prudent and proper ^ 
to poflpone the coniidcration of any particular part of 
this information, yet, that all delegates who had fuch re- 
turn ihould lay it before the aflembly ; as it would furely 
be an extraordinary doSrine that this body (hall not re- 
ceive partial information, becaufe general information h 
not to be had. In the province of Galway, as I alrea- 
dy mentioned, there are more Roman Catholics than 
Proteftants;— -let the particulars of that laborious infor- 
mation lie filently on your table, for the private perufal 
of your members :-^or the prefent feek no more. 

Captain O* Hara roh to objed to the meeting forming 
itfelf into a Committee; but was called to order, as fpeak* 
ing foreign to the queftion. 

Captain Bouffield faid it was impoflible for every gen» 
tieman to get that information, let his wiflies have been 
ever fo fanguine. 

Captain Lyfler thought the queftion before th/tm might 
be poftponed; was of opinion the meeting ftiould imme- 
diately form itfelf into a committee, to take into confi- 
deration a Parliamentary Reform, to which fubjed their 
deliberations were confined by the inftruffcions of their 
conftituents. 

Captain Hatket approved highly of the meafure, a great 
deal of time had been taken 'Up about the Roman Ca- 
tholics, which he thought ('totally unneceflary, as the fub- 
jed, he was'fure, vfptAir^fitot come before them; the 
me^g;e ' d^hrered t\lTi^*waaarg^ might be relied on, zi well 
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from the refpcftabilitjr of the perfon who delivered it^ 

^s from the (lep kfelf, it being the moft prudent and 
concihating one the body could have t^ken^ as it argues 
beyond a doubt the goodnefv of their intentions i he 
therefore thought €very thing tending to that ^ueilion 
fhould be deferred till to- morrow ♦ 

Colonel Ha^ei thought the refolations which had been 
read yefterday fliuuld be difpofed of, before they went 
into d committee ; it waji but ^ proper compliment to 
the gentleman that introdaccd them; bdldesj he thought 
they would form a proper ground-work^he was of opi- 
nion the mefTage might be relied on, as the gentleman 
who introduced it was incap^Utc of giving nufiaiorma^ 
tion. 

Captain Mm^e entreated the aflembly to be cautious 
how they excluded themfelves from any fpccies of in- 
formation, as no man cbuld tell what queftions might 
arife ; befides fuch procedure might be made an improper 
ufe of by the enemies of a Farliamtntary Reform. 

Reverend Mr. Braces motion, with fome amendments, 
agreed to. 

Captain Ljfter thought Mr^ Wt ll*s refolutions might 
as well come before the comnnittee^ but was over-ruled 
by the Chair. 

Captain Wi!h confefled himfelf ever ready to accom^ 
modate any member, but was perfuaded had gentlemen 
uttended to him yefterday, they would have thought hi* 
firing of refohitions a proper ground-work — a. necei&ry 
preface to their bufinefs. Every gentleman muft know 
that there were a variety of objeSIon* to the volunteer 
army interfering in political matterii; that in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom the people confidered us in open re^ 
hellion — that we will never be content till aSually fe- 
perated from Great Britain. (Here Mr. Wilis was called 
to order.) He faid he fpoke the general opinion. There 
might be fome few of a contrary way of thinking, but 
he was confident the general opinion made us actually 
in rebellion. 

Colonel Neufport, The Volunteer Army have more 
than once received the thanks of both Houfes of Parli- 
amem for their condu^: he therefore did not ihink it 
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titcttCiry Mvr^ to decbfc their ferttimcnf?: Wc oifgTif 
Aot tijf mike the repdrts of ainy infignificarit individuals, a 
ground-work- for entering dri any extraneous matters. 

Mr. fflih read his federal refolut ions, and 
^ CzTpisdnBouy/eld oppofed them, becaufe lie was in- 
ftrufted not to debate oh any fubjeQ: but a Parliarnren- 
I'ary Reform; befidesf, he thought the loyJilty of the Itifh 
fo Welf fcnpwh, if was not rieceffary now to declare it. 
* Cb\tii\k\MoJfom. Gehtlcmen (houH not be allowed to 
branch' oiit ihtt> any riiaitter fbrc^h to a Parh'amentary 
Refomi — hfe thOTght, thfe^efore, the refohition flionld be 
hegattttd,' ^hd in m r«om one fubftituted, dctlarihg the 
ficccfflty of a Parliamentary* Reform. 

Major Crawfird read the 13th Dungannon refolution, 
^hicH sillowed^the thenibcrs of the ConVentiori to purfuc 
«I1 f Jdi rhfeafures asflial! bfeHkely-to cairy into effeS the 
great bufinfels of a Nationar Reform/ If, therefore, the 
refofuttons i>efore them fliould be thought likely to pro- 
mote the fdccefs of a tefonil, gentlemen in his opinion 
were at libdrry tb agree to them ; and thotighi them very 
proper to be adopted, 

Colohel Brownldw. So confident am I of the loyalty 
Af the ttitioii^it large, and this Convention irt particular, 
that I think the refoliitions before tis perfeSly unniceflary ; 
bdt jflnce ^liey h^ve been introduced^ particnlarJy the fif ft, 
1 thirik' we'onght not to throw cold water on them. A 
Parliamfeiitiry Reform has beien detei'mined by the Voicei 
of the rt^tidn to be a neceflary irieafure ; in confequence 
of that, declaration we are now affembled to digeft a proper 
plan-^I think 'a eommittee the beft place to difciifs it, 
5nd Hopfe lib further tim^ will be trifled away in unne- 
^cflkfyforrtl . " 

Reveffeitd &fr. Bhice thott^ht the refoliitirin was founded 
on vagiie reports, to whith that meeting Aould not add 
ftabifrty by taking notice of thcni ^ he befides was of opi- 
nion^ thjfct the refolatibns iJ<rere premature, dnd fltould not 
be entered inter till the clofc of their bufinefs. The queflion 
of a Parliamentary Reform would neceffarily produce a 
variety of queftions, which if not regularly paffed, would 
break in upon any fyftem which rtiight be propofed — he 
was therefore for deferring the rcfoldtiofts till they would 
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come in of courfc, which he was certain would be the 
cafe. 

Colonel Sir E. Newenham — ^I agree with the reverend 
delegate as to theneceflity of adopting fome regular fydem, 
but muft ohferve that the rule of Parliament is to addrefs 
our Sovereign before any bufinefs is introduced, to pave 
the way for his Majefty^s aflfent to whatever bills ihail 
pafs the Houfe during the feilion ; I am therefore of opi- 
nion we fhould adopt that mode, or it will be damning 
at once the whole of our proceedings— —and give Parlia- 
ment an excufe for ^ refiiflng our petition— which they 
wifhed to do. 

Captain Hachtt hoped the firft refolution would pa(s 
unanimoufly— he did not fee that it was lb materially 
linked with the other refolutic^ns, that it was neceflary to 
agree to all or rejed all ; fo far from it he would aflent 
to the firfl, and give his diflent to the next. 

Major A. Stewart^ whilfl he hoped it would pafs una- 
nimoufly, wifhed the ftep might prove without precedent, 
as it would mark in ftronger terms their attachment to 
their Sovereign. 

Mr. H^ill/ firft refolution pafled nem. con. 

Captain Ljfter moved, that this Convention do form 
itfelfintoa committee of the whole Houfe, to take into 
confideration the bufinefs of a Parliamentary Reform. 

Colonel M^ijpTm thought a refolution fhodd be entered 
into, expreffing that foch a meafure is necefTuy— before 
a committee could with propriety be formed to take it into 
confideration ; it would make a neceflary groand-work 
for them to proceed 00. 

Counfeilor FitiffrafJ faid, the fitoation of the kingdom 
flioold come before fome body of men, and ihould novi' be 
referred to a committee of that meeting. It was not their 
bufinefs to enquire whether a reform was neceftary or 
not ; they were fent there by thofe who thought fuch a 
reform neceflary, and refolved that already. 

Mr. M;j/sji moved a refolmioo, that a PixIiuDectary 
Reform was ncccflirr. 

l^oidFalentia did not rife with a dcfirc of oppc£rk>H, kit 
that refbliuion was oompfebepdei ia a fionBcr propaCDoc. 
He could not hdp obfervior, that too much tin^; ^k^is 
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Tuesday November 11,1783.'" 

Earl Charlemont having taken the Chair , 
Mr» Ogle informed the" Convention, that he had re- 
ceived a letter frpm a Roman Catholic Peer, expreffive 
of the^fentiments of the Roman Catholics in general; 
and that they had relinquiflied the idea of making any 
claims further than the religious liberty they afready 
enjoyed^ through the lenity and goodnefs of the legif- 
latjure. 

Mr. WilU faid, that he intended to move his pro- 
mtfed refolutions of yefterday. He could not think of 
relinquilhing them, except they met the difapprdbation of 
that meeting. 

The Rev. Mr, Bruce faid, he had a few neceflary 
refolutions to ' fubmit to the meeting, which compre- 
hended {landing orders for its better regulation. 

A delegate moved. That all Members of the Volun- 
teer Corps of the city and county of Dublin, who on 
the former day lined the ftreetsfor the delegates, fhould 
be complimented with their free admiffion to that af- 
fembly. 
Agreed to, 

,Mr. Br(ywnl9W thought the members of all other 
Corps of Volunteers equally ciititled to the fame com- 
pliment as thofe alluded to. 

Mr. Newport called their attention to an affair of more 
confequence; the affembly was thin, and it fhewed 
a remiffnefs in the delegates who were abfent, |n not 
attending better to their duty. It was the only time, 
perhaps, that they could ever meet again. Every man, 
that heard him, (he faid) muft be feiifible that they came 
there for the benefit of the nation; and his conftituents 
fliould be informed of every member that abfented him- 
felf from his charge. When the eyes, not only of the 
kingdom, but all Europe, were turned upon them, every 
perfon that betrays his truft fliould be held out in the 
light he deferves. He therefore moved. That each day, 
on the putting of the fird queftion, the Secretary fliould 
call the roll, and mark down fuch Members as were 
abfent, and fuch as attended in that affembly, and all ab-« 
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(tent Members to be poblilhedy on the day they negleded 
their ddty. The qoeftion being pQt^ it was auried 
unanimomlY. 

A convtrffation aroft between Lord Fabntia, Mr. 
BrownliWf and Sir fFm. G. Newcameny on the admiffion 
of Volunteers in general; but Mr. Edgeworth obferYed, 
that if they were admitted indifcriminately^ the Members 
of both Houfes of Parliament would find a diflkulty ia 
gaining (eats; and it was of no fmali confequence, ht 
iaid, that they ihouid, in their own perfons, be ¥rit«. 
nelTes of that mtxieration, which he was fure would gtiide 
the condud of that afTembly. He was inclined to think^ 
that twenty or fifty from every Corps mighty in tom^ be 
complimented, but ce^ain incouYeniences would attend 
the admiffion ^ the whole. 

Colonel Hayes thoi^ht it highly proper that the coti^ 
venience of the Lords and Commons Ihould be atticnded 
to: he was fure it muft be the wifh of the Volanteetv 
tfaemfelves. 

Colonel T. Flti^traU thaa^ht he had been depiited bf 
his conftitoents to fettle a great qnefbon, he was there^ 
fore furprixed to hear fo much tin^e taken op with triflid^ 
ceremoniaky of no confequence in themfekes ; he bbp- 
ed, therefore, no further time would be fpent in deter^ 
mining whether Volunteers, wearing white ftocUogs aUd 
tmifbrms, (hould be admitted ? that momtntnu matter hail 
been yefterday difpofed of: — as a Parliamentary Reform 
was the objed of their meeting, he trufted it alone 
would be the- futjed of their difctiffion. «: 

Mr. Eigeworth inoved that the Secretary have direc- 
tions to ered feats for the accommodation of the Mem«« 
bers of both Houfes of Parliament. 

Colonel Browtdow oppoled the motion on its princi^ 
pies; for howerer well inclined the Members of the 
Conrention might be to admit the Members of both 
Houfes of Parliament, yet the room was flill fuppofed W 
be fet apart for a Vduntcrr meeting; and that every 
flranger fhouM come in Dn the fame footing, frfl cothi 
firfiferoed. 

After much debate, and a divifion, but the numbers 
Qot told, thequefbofi was withdrawn. 
F 



.3« 



NATIONAL 



di lofs to guefs; as this meeting will always h^ve it in 
its powtr to defer the confideration of any mcafure whicK 
may tend to difunite us^^hut I do not fee haw dipLiniofi 
can be the nectflary confequence of difcuflion ;— nor do 
I think tve fhall proceed on liberal grounds, if we with- 
hold difcuiliQn to avert difanion. This afTcmbly is found- 
ed on the principles of the Diing^annon Meeting — one of 
whofe refolutions was—That each delegate fliould bring 
hither a coniparative view of Proteflants and Papifts 
.^mode of e!e£lion in each county, number of boruughs, 
&c. Great pains were taken in the cotinty town of 
Gal way, to gain information on thofe points; I therefore 
mofl heartily concur with thofe gentlemen who fpokc 
before me, that, although it may be prudent and proper 
to poftpone the confideration of any particular part of 
this information, yet, that all delegates who had fuch re- 
turn fliuuld lay it before the affembly ; as it would furely 
be an extraordinary doctrine that this body fhall not re- 
ceive partial information, becaufe general information i^ 
Tiot to be had* In the province of Galway, as I alrea- 
dy mentioned, there are more Roman Catholics than 
Proteftants;--^let the particulars of that laborious infor- 
mation lie filently on your table, for the private perufal 
of your members: — for the prefent feek no more. 

Captain Dollar a rofe to objeft to the meeting forming 
itfelf into a Committee; but was called to order, as fpeak- 
iJjg foreign to the qutftion. 

Captain Bsuifield faid it was jmpolTible for every gen» 
tleman to get that informationj let hk wiflies have been 
ever fo fanguine. 

Captain LyJ^er thought the queftion before them might 
he pnftponed; was of opinion the meeting fTiould imme* 
diately form iffelf into a committee, to take into confi* 
deration h Parliamentary Reform, to which fubje€t their 
deliberations were confined by the inflrruftions of their 
eonftituents. 

Captain Hijcket approved highly of the meafure, a great 
fleal of time had been taken up about the Roman Ca- 
tholics, which he thought totally unnectfTary, as the fub- 
jedt, he was fure, wpuld . not come before them; the 
fpelTage ddivered this tnormrg might be relied on, as well 
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from the refpeftability of the perfon who delivered it, 
as from the ftep itfelfj it being the moft prudent and 
conciliating one the body ci^uld have tdken, a^ it argues 
beyond a doubt the goodnefs* of their iinemions: he 
fherefore thought every thing tending to thsit queftiofi 

Ifliould be deferred tiJI to-morrow. 

Colonel Hayes thought the refolutions which had been 
read yefterday fliouJd be difpofed of, before they went 
into A committee; it was but a proper compUnienr to 

fthe gentleman thai introduced them j betides, he thought 

fthey would form a proper ground-work^he was of opi- 
nion the meflage might be relied on, as the gentleman 
who introduced it was incapable of giving mifuiforma* 
tion. 

Captain Moore entreated the affembly to be cautious 
how they excluded themfelves from any fpecies of in* 

ribrmation, as no man chuld tell what queftions might 
arife : befides fuch procedure might be made an improper 
ufe of by the enemies of a Parliamentary Reform, 

Reverend Mn Bruce\ motionj with fome amcndmentSj 

lagreed to. 

Captain LyJIer thought Mr. Will's refolutions might 

[as well come before the committee^ but was over^ruled 

[by the Chair- 
Captain Wilis confeffed himfelf ever ready to accom- 
modate any member, but was perfuaded had gentlemen 
attended to him ycfterday, they would have thought his 
firing of refoUHions a proper ground -work — a neceflkry 
preface tg iheir bufinefs* Every gentleman muft know 
that there were a variety of objections to the volunteer 
army interfering in potlticai matters; that in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom the people confidered m in open re- 
bellion — that we will never be content till aSually fe- 

Iperated from Great Britain. (Here Mr. WilU was called 
to order.) He faid he fpoke the general opinion. There 
might be fome few of a contrary way of thinking, but 
he was confident the general opinion made us afitually 
in rebellion « 

Colonel NewpQrt, The Volunteer Army have more 
than once received the thanks of both Houfes of Parli- 
ament for their couduflt he therefore did not think it 
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iicceffary nowf, to decfarc their ferttimcnf^i We oiigfif 
Aot ti mike the repdrts of stny infignificaiilt individuak, a 
ground-work- for entering dri any extraneous matters. 

Mr. H^nis read his federal refolutions, and 
^ CxpXMnBoUsfield oppofed them, becaufe he was in- 
ftrufted not to debate oii any fubjeft but a Parliarhen- 
izTj Reform; Wfides, he thought the loySlty of the Ififti 
fo v^-'elf known, it was not rieceffary now to declare it. 
• Ct)\6i\&Moffoni. Gentlemen ftouM not be allowed to 
branch' ofit ihtb any rtiaftter fbrci^nf to a Parliamentary 
Reform — hfe thWight, thfe^efore, the rcfohition (honld be 
iiegatittd,- ihd in its rdorti one fubftituted, declaring the 
ficcefflty of a Parliamentary-Reform. 

Major Crawfsrd read the 13th Dungannon refolution, 
t^hicH Allowed 'th6 tncnibcrs of the Convention to purfue 
«n fiidi mfeafures as fliill bfe likely - to cairy into efFeft the 
great bufine/s of a National RrfoVm/ If, therefore, the 
refuluttons before them fliould be thought likely to pro- 
mote the fiiccefs of a feform, gentlemen in his opinion 
were at liberty to agree to thenri ; and thoughi them very 
proper to be adopted. 

Colonel Brownlow. So confident am T 6? the loyalty 
6f the Hition it large, and this Convention irt particular, 
that I think the refolutions before Us perfeSly unneceflary - 
bit flnce ikty hive been mtroduccd^ partictilarJy th^ firft, 
1 thitik' we ought not to thro^ cold water oa them. A 
Parliamfeirtary Reform has hten detei'mined by the voicei 
of the rtsftidtf to be a neceffary hieafure ; in confequence 
of thdt. declaration we are now affembled to digcf! a proper 
plan-*-! think a. eommittec the beft place to difcufs it, 
itid Kopfe lib tmthcf tin^e will be trifled away in unne- 
ccflafy foritii. ;- "' . 

Rev^n&Mv. flfh/r^ thotight the refolutirtn was founded 
on va^iie reports, to which that meeting Aoufd not add 
ftability by taiifhg notice of thcnrl j he befides was of opi- 
nion,^^ th«t the refolmibns vtrcrc premature, dnd fliould not 
be entered into till the clbfc of their bufinefs. The queftion 
of a Parliamentary Reform would neceflarily produce a 
variety of t^ueffions, which if not regularly pafled, would 
break in upon any fyftem which itiight be propofed — he 
was therefore for deferring the rcfolotiofis till they would 



CONVENTION. 



39 



come in of courfc, which he was cerlain would be the 
cafe. 

Colonel Sir E. New^nkam — I a^ree with the reverend 
delegate as to theneceflTity of adopiing fome regular fyftem^ 
but mufl ohferve that the rule of Parliamenr is to addrefs 
our Sovereign before any bufinE^fs h introduced, to pave 
the way for his Majefty's aflent to whatever bills fhall 
pafs the Houfe during tJie feifion; I ann therefore of opi- 
nion we fhould adopt that mode, or it will be damning 
at once the whole of our proceedings — and give Parlia- 
ment an excufe for refufing our petition — which they 
wiftied to do. 

Captain tlachu hoped the firft refolution would pafs 

unanimoufly— he did not fee that it was fo materia If/ 

linked with the other refclutions, that it was neceflkrv to 

-Agree to all or rejed all % To far from tt he wouid aflent 

► the firft, and give hi^ diflent to the next. 

Major A. Sie^Mart^ whilfl he hoped it would pafs una- 
ninit>ufly, wiftied the ftep might prove without precedent, 
as it would mark in ftronger terms their attachment to 
their Sovereign. 

Mn iVilis' fir ft refolution pafTed nem. con. 

Captain Lyper moved, that this Convention do form 
itfelfintoa committee of ihe whole Houfe, to take into 
CO nil dcrat ion t h e b i jfi nefs of a Par [ i i m e n tar j Reki rm • 

Colonel Mfiffhm thought a refolution fliould be entered 
into, exprefEng that fuch a meafure is necefliry— before 
a committee could with propriety be formed to take it into 
confideration ; it would make a neccffary ground* work 
for them to proceed on, 

Counfelfor Fttz^fraU fa id, the (itiiation of the kingdom 
fhould come betore fome body of men^ and ftiould now be 
referred to a committee of that meeting* It was not their 
bufinefs to enquire whether a reform was neceflary or 
not; they were fent there by thofe who thought fuch a 
reform neceffary, and rcfolved that already. 

Mr. M3^3#i moved a refoltiiion, that a Parliamentafy 
Reform was neceffary, 

hovAyafemia di4 not rife with a dcdre of oppcArioii» but 
that refolutton was comprehended in a former propoTiiioo. 
He could i]ot hdp obrervioEr, that too much tin:ie vis 
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wafted without coming to any determination. He wiffied 
for the talents of a Cicero or a Flood, to do the fubjea 
ample juftice. He moved a refolution. That as it was 
the intention of that Convention to fupport the Crown, 
and the dignity of the nation, they were forry to find that 
abiifes had crept into Parliament, which required and 
ought to be refortned. He followed this with another, 
That fuch reformation (hould be efFeSed through the 
medium of the legiflature. 

Mr. Hackett thought it better to fay, Refolved, That in 
tonformity to the Jenfe of our conjlituents^ we think a Parlia^ 
■ m^ntary Reform necejfary. 

The refolution was carried unanimoufly* 

Mr. Hackett thought it beft not to form any fpecific plan 
in that body, but that a committee fhould be authorized 
to receive all plans, and then lay them before the general 
meeting ; and their firft meafure (hould be to appoint fuch 
(I committee; 

Lord Valentia exprefied his hopes, that they Would be 
uniform in their proceedings ; a committee ^was ncceflary, 
and he had a Right Hon. Gentleman in his eye, who was 
of all men the moft proper to be the chairman of that 
committee, a man devoid of prejudice, whofe honour and 
integrity, was the fubjeS of his country's eulogiam y whofe 
jiame did not ftand in need of any panegyric he could pro- 
nounce ; his Lordfhip then moved, that a fub-committee 
be appointed, confifting of one member from each county ; 
and that the Convention do alfo refolvc itfelf into a general 
committee. 

The Earl of jBr//?a/ obferved, that forming themfelvea 
into a general committee, would give the fub-committee 
an opportunity of reporting their proceedings in the work 
of reform 5 he then propofed, that they (hould refolve 
themfelves into a general committee, and proceed to give 
inftrudion for the forming of the other* 

Counfellor Bkffet faid, he would move an amendment 
by addrefs, in order to prepare a place of reform. 

The Earl of BriJloJ explained, that after the fub-corai-* 
mittee had formed a plan, they fhould then report, para* 
graph by paragraph, to the general committee. 
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^sltI Charlemont ^ut the refolution, That it be an injlruc^ 
t'ton to counties^ to counties of cities and towns ^ to appoint each 
a member to form a committee y and their refolutions to he deter- 
mined by a majority. 

The general committee having appointed the Right 
Honourable Lieutenant Colonel fVilliam Brownloiv their 
Chairman, then fat, and nominated the following delegates 
to be of the fub-committ'ee. 

For Antrim, Lieut. Col. Wjrwtfff, 

Armagh, R'l^htHon, Sit CapelMoIyneaux, Baft. 
Carrickfergus, Rev, fVilliam Bruce f 
Cavan, Capt. Saunderffm, 
Carlo w. Col. Bagenal^ 
Clare, Msljot Stackpo/Cf 
Cork, Col. Roche^ 
Cork City, Richard Fitton^ Efq; 
Donegal, Col. Alexander Montgomery , 
Down, Col. the Right Hon. Robert Stewart , 
Derry, the Earl of Brijlol, 
Dublin, Major Verfchoyle^ 
Dublin City, Col. Sir Edward Newenham, 
Drqgheda, Col. Meade Ogk^ 
Fermanagh, Col. Irwine, 
Gal way. Col. D^Arcy^ 
Galway Town, Major Browne^ 
Kildare, Cz^t. Neville y 
Kilkenny, Major fVemys, 
Kilkenny City, Lieut. Col. Moffim, 
King's County, Col. Darby, 
Kerry, Col. Herbert, 
Longford, R. L. Edgeworti, Efq; 
Louth, T^ieut. Col. Lee, 
Limerick, Col. Bourke, 
Limerick City, Col. Prendergaft^ 
Leitrim, Col. Cullen, 
MONAGHAN, Co\» Lucas f 
Meath, Capt. Ruxton, 
Mayo, Col. Sir H.L. Bloffe, Barf. 
Queen's County, Capt. Stephens, ' 
R0SCOMI40N, Col. Lyjler, 
G 2 
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For Sligo, Col. Right Hon. Jof, Copper, 
T Y R ONE, Capt . Eccles^ 
TiPPERARY, Major ilfflor^, 
Westmeath, Capt. John Lyons, 
Wexford, Lord Vifcount Falentia, 
WiCKLOW, Col. Saunders, 
Waterford, S. J. Newport, Efq; 
Waterford City, Czpt^Carew, 

Who chofe Col. the Right Hon. Robert Stewart their 
Chairman. 

Friday, November 14, 1783. 

ABOyT eleven o'clock General Earl Charlemont took 
the chair. 

Right Hon. George Ogle obferved, that on the lad day 
of meeting, he had the honour of prefenting a meffage from 
a very refpeftable Roman Catholic Peer, relative to that de- 
fcription of men, communicated to him through an honour- 
able friend (Sir Boyle Roche) — ^that the tendency and purport 
of faid meflage had been greatly mifreprefented — that we 
fhould ad confiftently — that the eyes, not only of this 
country, but of all Europe, were fixed on our proceedings; 
he then moved, that Sir Boyle Roche,* Bart, have leave 
to explain his former meffage, and on the queflion being 
put, leave wa3 given. 

Sir Boyle faid, " that having heard that it was intended 
to be moved in that affembly, that the Roman Catholics 
fhould be admitted to a (hare in the legiflature by a parti- 
cipation of the right of voting for Members of Parliament, 
he was come on the part of Lord Kenmare, and others of 
his particular friends, of the fame perfuafion, to difavow, 
on their part, any wifh of being concerned in the bufmefs 
of eleSions; at the fame time they defired to return thanks 
to thofe gentlemen who intended to have interefled them- 
fclves in their behalf; but fully fenfible of the favours 
which had been already beflowed on them by Parliament, 
their only defire, at this time, was to enjoy them in peace, 
without feeking in the prcfent diftraftcd ftate of affairs, 
to raifc jealoufies, and farther cmbarrafs the nation by 
afking for new ones.'* 
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The foregoing declaration Sir Boyle declared he had 
offered for the prefs, but it was refufed to be inferred. 

Right Reverend Earl of Briftol faid, he had a paper 
to fubmit to the confideration of the Convention, which 
was of the higheft confequcnce, as it refpeded a clafs of 
men whofe claims required the moft feriouu attention; 
men who were deferving of enjoying every privilege in 
common with the reft of their fellow fubjeds. He need 
not mention that it was the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
he alluded to; he then moved that the paper be read, 
which was to the foll6wing effed : 

<* Nm}ember 11, 1783. 

" At a meeting of the general committee of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland, Sir Patrick Bellew, Bart, in the 
chair, it was unanimoufly refolved, that the meffage relat- 
ing to us, deUvered this morning to the National Conven- 
tion, was totally unknown to and unauthorifed by us. 

** That we do not fo widely diflFer from the reft of 
mankind, as, by our own ad, to prevent the removal of 
our ftiackles. 

" That we will receive with gratitude every indul- 
gence that may be extended to us by the legiilature, and 
are thankful to our benevolent countrymen for their gene- 
rous efforts in our behalf. 

•• Refolved, that Sir Patrick Bellew be requefted to 
prefent the foregoing refolutions to the Earl of Briftol, as 
the ad of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, and entreat that 
his Lordftiip will be pleafed to communicate them to the 
National Convention.'* 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

It was moved that the paper produced by Sir Boyle 
Roche, Bart, be printed. 

Right Reverend Earl of Brijlol, alfo moved, that the re- 
folutions, which he had prefented, fliould be likewifc 
printed. 

Ordered accccdingly. 

Mr. Ogle complained that the prefs refufed to corrcft 
the mifreprefentation which was made of the meflage 
which he delivered oaTocfdaj, and warned printers againft 
miireprereiitatiQiis. 
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Mr. Hackett thought, a particular paper (hould be ap» 
pointed for communicating the proceedings of- the Con- 
vention to the public — the kingdom was anxious to be 
acquainted with them: and they ought to be corredly 
publiflied. 

He then moved that the Dublin Evening Pofl ihould 
be appointed for that purpofe.— .-Agreed to unanimoufly. 

Counfellor Morris was of opinion that as thefe two 
papers militated againft each other, they ihould be refer- 
red to the feleft committee. 

Mr. Bousfield faid, it was of the greateft confequcncc 
that thefe papers ibould be taken into conflderation. 
Two millions of people look up to you for your inter- 
vention. The rights of nations, and of every man, are 
interefted. The Roman Catholics are not to be compar- 
ed to the Cappadocians, who prayed for flavery. 

Counfellor Morris — ^The bufinefs we have allbmbled 
for, i* of the greateft magnitude, and requires the fulleft 
information that poflibly can be had. The committee 
of the Munfter Delegates had opened a correfpondencc 
with feme of the moft diftinguifhed charaSers in either 
kingdom, for the purpofe of getting information on a 
queftion that is to fettle the conftitution of this country, 
not for a day, but for ages. It was allowed that all .the 
papers neceflary on this head were not brought forward, 
and that though a feleS committee was appointed, yet 
every individual of that affembly, and he hoped they 
would attend to it, had a right to deliver his fentiments 
on the report of that committee. (He was called to or- 
der by the Earl of Briftol, who faid there was no queftion 
before them.) He then moved, that the Chairman and 
Secretary of Correfpondence for the Province of Ulfter^ 
do produce all fuch papers and information as they have 
received on the fubjeft~of a Parliamentary Reform, and 
that fuch papers do lie on the table. 

Mr. Hackett was of opinion, that if the motion fliould 
l5e approved of, all the papers from the other provinces 
ftiotjid alfo be produced; but he doubted the neCeflity 
of the motion. 

Mr. Newport faid, he was at a lofs to difcern for what 
purpofe tliefc papers were a(ked for; they were, be faid^ 
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Already printed, and might be had in Dublin: he was 
againft bringing forward any letters, except of confe* 
quence. Why overbtirtheii this Convention with papers^ 
if tkey can throw no npw light on the rnbjeft? 

Counfeilor Morris — No delegate wifhes more for a 
Parlianiientary Reform than 1 do. It is for the piirpofe 
of information that I aflc for thefe papers. A gentleman 
of great abihties has faid^ " Why fhauid we overburthen 
this Convention with paperti." We don't know the 
coiitentii of them ; if, on examination, they can be of 
ufe— recerve them, if not — rejefl them. 

Mr. Hackett obferved, that much time had been already 
loft in debating trivial points ; that bufiners of impor- 
tance was delayed; that an Honoarable Member of the 
Committee of Correfpondence had afliired the Houfe, 
that ail papers, containing information, were publiflied; 
that he ihould reft Hitisfied with that aflJirance, and 
obje6t to the motion, which only tended to create dif- 
ficulties, and was of no confec|iicnce, 

Mr, Afexmder Stevjoft faid, the papers locked for 
were in the country , and could not be produced in many 
tlay^, 

Counfeilor Morris withdrew his motion, 

Mr. LyJIer All narrow policy fiiould be banifhed 

from this affemhly — we Ihould a6t on a large and ge- 
nerous fcale. Parliament has already opened its eyes to 
the fufferings and virtues of the Roman* Catholics of 
Ireland— they are entitled to every privilege that the reft 
of their fellow-fubjefts enjoy— and I hope that the opi- 
nion of this Convention will be clear and decided in their 
favotrr. It will be, perhaps, in vain to look for unani- 
mity, where fo delicate a queftion m rehgion is concern- 
cd.^You muft firft difcufs the qucftion, and then decide 
upon it- 
Mr. Montgomery obferved, that the great objed was » 
Parliamentary Reform; ht wifhed that religion had not 
been mentioned; from the papers on the tabic there 
was a difference of opinion in the Roman Catholics on 
the fubjeft. How can we decide* when they themfclve^ 
*arc divided ? 
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Major Mwrcus Broifune faid, that the Roman Catholics 
of the pan of the kingdom where he lived looked for 
an exrcnfion of privifcge; he would infift on a difculTion; 
or» if the Convention thought more proper, to luvc it 
referred to the confideration of the committee* 

Earl of Bnjh! — When we come to the queftion of 
religion, I will freely difcufs it, I am not afraid to meet 
I he i:^ueftion in any afFemhl)', but in my opinion the pre- 
fent time is improper, I therefore move yon to put 
the ^ueJlion of at-fjournment. 

Right Honourable Robert Sle^art~Th^ information 
the committee has received from the Roman Catholics 
calls upon us to take up this qutflion* I think, as 
cl^ airman of tiie committee, we fhnuld difcufs it at 
large, and not throw it on the committee to embarrafs 
them, 

Mr. 5^^^a/ declared he had a letter from "^a gentle- 
man of great weight and confequence among the Roman 
Catholics, by which it appeared, that body of men 
wifhed not to embarrafs the pre fent meafures by any 
claims. 

Mr, Lyjler — ^I can by no means agree to the queflion 
of adjournment. What will you gain by adjourning to 
a iliort day? You talk of referring the confideraiion of 
this fubjed to a committee — the committee was appointed 
to expedite bnfmefs — but the fubjed of religion they'll 
be afraid to meddle with — -iheyl! not touch on that 
ground" if you wil! not difcufs it now, you mufl decide 
npon it when you next meet; it will be the firft bu- 
finefs* 

Mr, M&rres faid» that in his opinion a plan might 
be digefted by the committee, and fribmttted to the 
Convention; for, purfuing liberty onrfelves, why nut ex- 
tend it to every cUfs of men that do not militate againft 
tht iiitereft of this country* 

Mr. Neii.ffyort^-'Wili you take upon you to decide 
where the partiei* themfelves arc not agreed ? In hi^ 
opinio n> the Roman Catholics fhould come and pray for 
a right of fuffrage* We fhould not haflily come to any 
refohnion where there is any divifion among them,*^-* 
For the queilion of adjournment. 
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Mr* Mnff^m — I am for the qucnion of adjournment, in 
order to give time to Romiin Csitliolics to come to an 
uldmate determiniition. 

Mr. Ihttm, Mr, Stevens and Mr. Ogk for the ad- 
journment. 

Eiiron Dillm faid, he had no inftni^lioTiS from that 
jefpeftable body of men, but he ha J confuUed with many 
of them— whatever extenfiun of privileges may be grant- 
ed them> he would aiifwer for it^ they would receive 
with the grcateft gratitude, thankful for every advantage 
that has been granted them by Parliament, they hope 
to gain more by the generous intapofition of their Pro- 
teftrtHE brethren in their behalf, 

Mr. Bkjfet faid, th^ Roman Catholics of that part of 
the kingdom where he lived, did wifli for a right of 
fuffrage — yet however ardent their wilTi on that head — 
would be forry it fhould militate agaijiil the great work 
in contemplation — w*hen a difference of opinion prevails, 
Dot only with the Members of rhis Convention, but alfo 
among the Roman Cathoilcs themfelves, will this ft-lf- 
created aflembly (here there was a cry of no, no,) come 
heartily to a decifion of fuch great magnitude? our 
proceedings ftiouid be carried on with temper and mode- 
ration, and that atone will procure unanimity, which will 
give weight and confequence to the refolutions of this 
refpe^able affembfy. He was for the qucilion of adjourn- 
ment, 

Mn CuUen was going to fpeak, hut not being in hijs 
uniform, would not be heard. 

Mr, Hmkeit faid, that the two papers delivered in 
did not militate again ft each other; that they feemed 
bo him rather to coincide^-one difdaimed exprefsly any 
inteiference by the Roman Catholics, and the other im- 
pliedly declined ir, exprefling their fatisfa6tion with what- 
ever may be done; rendy indeed tn receive any thing, 
to claim nothing: that if there was a difference' between 
them, he would be inclined to give a preference to that 
which was introduced by the Right Honourable Gene* 
ral, (Mn Og'e) as it came throngh a noble Peer 
{Lord KenjTiare) by whom the Roman Catholics at all 
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mon^y^ or other value, reward, or confideration ta irij 
pcrfon for having voted for me, or procured a vote fof mc 
or any other perfon at the late eleftion. And I do farther 
Iblemnly ftvear, that I wtFl not fufFer any pcrfon to hoKf 
any penfion, or any place of profit under the crown, or 
accept of any furfj of money in trurf for me or for my 
ufe and benefit, or for the ufe and benefit of any ©f my 
family, whilft I fliall ferve as a Member of this Parlian^ent. 

And I do raoft folemnfy and fincerely take thb oath 
Without any evaiion, equivocation, or meiital refiprvatioiT 
whatfoever. , So help me God,'* 

Refolved anantmouHy, ^^at it is the cpinion 9/ this com" 
mittefj T^hat arr^ perfon convi^ed of perjury by a jury^ relative 
i» the aho^e cath^ be rendered incapable of e^er fitting in the 
Houfe ofC^immns. 

After the refolutrons were rearf^ ' 

Lord VaUntiu faid, he did not cotertaiit the fmalleft 
doubt of the Sub*committee having wefghed with the 
fn^eatefl malurity the refoldtfons rtow prodticed; feut as 
ifaeywere of great magnitude^ and recfuired rtO fmaff de- 
iiberatron, he thotight that the taking into eonfideration 
the refofutrons of the Sub-committed, ftould be poftponed 
for a fortnight at feaft; until Monday nett^ and as printed 
copies of the rcfolutions were defivefed into the hands of 
every delegate for that purpofe, he moved. 

That the Chairman tfiould report foiiie progfefs, afk 
leave to fit^gain,. and that the Convention fhould be after- 
wards adjourned until Monday next* 

He was feconded by Mr. (yHarsi, 

Mr. U^arburtCn thought no time ftoiild be Foft in bring,* 
ing this bufmefs to an iflue. . 

Colonel W, M. Ogle obferved, that the refojfutions of 
the Sub-committee had undergone a moft ample difcuf-> 
fion therein ; that though they were of very high impor- 
tance indeed, yet^ he flattered, himfelf^ that the moft of 
them would pafs the Grand Committee, and afterwards 
the Convention, without debate or oppofition, and thai! 
if the Committee would then go into the confideration of 
the report, all fuch might be paffcd, and fuch only as 
were oppofed, be adjourned to a fubfequent day. 
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Lord Valentia fupported his opinion^ thtt Tome time 
(houlil be given for the confideration of thefe refoluttons. 

Mr. Meade Ogle faid, no arguments have been made life 
of to prevent us going into the bciiinefs now. Atthevenr 
moment when we arc called together to debate, the queT* 
tion of adjournment is moved for. 

Mr. Morris was for poftponing the confideration of the 
report to a fiiture day, to enable every delegate to pay the 
fubj^d that mature deliberation the importance of it re- 
quired, and not to decide upon any part, as every delegate 
had not the fame opportunity of obtaining that perfeS 
information thereon as the Siib-comnriittee, who bod fat 
for fo many days. 

Mr. Hackett was in favour of reporting fomc progreft, 
|ind leave to fit again, as he acknowledged that time fhould 
be given the members maturely to confidu* the feteral 
refolutions, but that gentlemen could do fo by to-morrow, 
and not procraibnate until Monday, 

Mr. Afo^ww— I declare, for my part, I would ftay in 
town twelve months, in order to bring this bufifiefs to a 
&tisfadory ifiiie ; but why do we not go into the confi- 
deration of it now ? Gentlemen fay, that it requires more 
information and tim€ to confider of thefe refolutions ; bat 
why did not thofe gentlemen attend the proceedings d 
the Sub-committee ? The door of information was open 
to them. I like not this delay ; I am fatisfied it is not for 
the benefit of this country to delay any longer. 

Mr. Bloffet-^We referred to the confideration of the 
Sub-committee, one of the moft important objeds that 
could engage the attention of this or any other aflembly, 
and that is, a Reform of the Conftitution. This report 
confifts of eighteen articles, and every one of them of 
great moment ; would he not be a foolifh man, indeetf, 
to build a houfe this day, and throw it down the next ? 
I am totally unprepared to fpeak to any argument that 
may be brought forward, but not unprepared for the main 
objcGt of the bufinefs. I would not difcharge the duty I 
owe my conftituents, if I did not uke time for confidering 
thefe refolutions. However great the abilities of the gen- 
tiemen who compofed that committee were, and he waf 
certain they were men of great abilities, will any man be 
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limes communicated their fentiments to government or to 
the {)ublic. He appealed to gentlemen's recolledion, whcr 
ther that noble Lord's name had pot always, with one 
or two more, been fubfcribcd in the public papers, to 
v^hatever came from the Roman Catholic body? He 
thought the Earl of BriftoPs motion for an adjourment 
ihould be put. 

The Chairman of the Sub-Committee obtained leavcf 
to (it again *till Friday. 

Adjourned. 

Friday, NovI:mber 21, 1783. 

• ABOUT eleven o'clock. General Lord Charlemont 
took the Chair. 

-Comnfellor Morris faid, that he had that day received 
the opinions and refolutiuns of the Roman Catholic 
Corps, and moft refpedable Roman Catholics of the city 
of Waterford ; men whofe property, charaQier, and inde- 
pendent fpirit placed them in a high point of view; and 
that they had mentioned to him their opinions entirely 
coincided wjth thofe refolutipns . of the Romgn Catholics 
of Ireland, delivered to that affembly, the laft day of thti^ 
meeting, by the Earl of Briilol. 

Mr. Hackett hoped that gentlemen would proceed with 
fomc degree of regularity; the bufinefs of the day wa^ 
to come on, and the queftion of the Roman Catholics 
was not before them.. 

Mr. Alcock declared himfelf a friend to the wiihes of 
the Roman Catholics. He had the honour of commatid* 
ing two Corps, conapofed of Proteftants and Roman Ca- 
tholics, and their condu3 and moderation entitled them 
to every privilege. 

Earl of BriJIol called to order. He moved that the 
roll be called over. 

Mr. Hackftt feponded the motion. 

Roll called over. 

The Earl then moved, that the defaulters he called 
over. — Called over accordingly.— On fevera! gentlemen 
offering eicufes for gentlemen who were abfent. 
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Mr, l-fackftt moved, that every excufe be given on 
honour. It was aftonifliing, he faifl, that gentlemen Qxauld 
abfeiit thcmfelves on this burinefs; be looked on the 
hTifiEiefs of tills affemfaly, as the buftncfs of the greateil 

importance. 

The Convention then rtfolved itfelfinto a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, Mr* Brownlow in the Chair* 

Mr. Stewart reporteti from the Sub-Commkteej and 
nioved that the refolutions of the Sub-Committee be 
now read, Refoiutions are as follow : 

Refulved unanimouily, T^at it is the opintati of thii 
commit tee ^ that no ek^or in any county^ city^ tsiUn, b^rmgh^ 
or mmor^ wifhtn the kingdom ^f Irelund^ he permitted tQ vote 
Jor any Reprffentative in Parliament fir Jaid county^ city^ 
tcwHf imrQiighj or manor, fi Img as he may ce&fe to be re^ 
^d:nt in faij c<iunty, city, town, borough ^ or msmr^ unkfs 
his right */ voting anfes frunt landed prapmy of tti/fnty 
pmmdi per ammm^ ^vitMn the f aid county, city^ town^ borough^ 

manor f as hereafter fpecified. 

Rerdved unanimoufly, That m ele^w pall Be deemed 
a re fide nt ivithin any county, city, town, hrougk, Qr manor ^ 
^ptfefi he jhall usually re fide in faid county, city^ town, bo^ 
tmgh, or nmnor^ for fix months at the kaji in the twehe months 
previous to the day of the teft of the ivrit^ and untefs the f aid 
county^ eity^ town, borough, or manor, Jhall have been the ufual 
place of his refidence during the period of his regifiry, 

RefoSved unanimoulty. That it is the opinion of this 
committee^ that eve^j ele^or do regifier his gualiJicMtion 
twelve months previous to the day of the tiff of the ^rit h 
entitle him to exercife his right of voting for Members tit 
ferve in Parliament. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That it is the op: man of thif 
committee, that the fieriff of every county do appoint a de^ 
pjity to take the poll in each barony , on the fame day^ 

Refolved unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that all decayed, ntean^ and depopulated cities, towns, 
hcroughs^ or manors , ^which have hitherto returned Member y tQ 
ferve in Parliament, by an extenfgon of franchije to the neigh ^ 
touring barmy or harmtes, parijh ^r parifbes, be enabled tQ 
return Reprefentattvei agreeable to the principles of She emjii- 
iutim, 
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Rcfolvcil, nat it is the opinion of this committer^ thai 
every city^ town, borou^hy or manors 'which hath hitherto 
returned Members to ferve in Parliamenty be deemed to be 
decayed which doth not now contain within its prefent pre^ 
cin^Sj a number of ele^ors^ over and above potwolloppers^ 
qualified to vote according to this plan, of not lefs than tvjo 
hundred for the province of Leinfier\ and that whenfoevef 
any city, town, borough, or manor yjh all fo far fall into decay 
as not to furnifh the aforefaid number refpeilively, that theft 
the faid city, town, borough, or manor, do ceafe to return 
Reprefentatives till fuch time as the aforefaid number of 
ele^ors be fupplied, 

Refolved unaiiimoiifly. That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that every Protefiant in any city, town, borough^ 
or manor (not decoyed) feifed of a freehold within the pre- 
cin^s thereof, (ball have a right to vote for Members to ferve 
in Parliament for fuch city, town, borough or manor, 
• Refolved unanimoufly. That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that all bye-laws made, or to be made, by any cor- 
poration to contra^ the right of franchife, be declared illegal 
hy a5l of Parliament, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that every 
Protefiant poffeffed of a leafchold inter cfi in any city, town, 
borough, or manor, (not decayed) -which hitherto returned Mem- 
bers to ferine in Parliament, or within the precinBs of the fame, 
of the clear yearly value of ten pounds, which, at its original 
creation, was for thirty-one years, or upwards, and of which 
ten years are unexpired, as per regifhry, be entitled to vote in 
faid city, town, borough, or manor, 

Refofvcd, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
every Protefiant poffeffed of a leafehold interefi in any city, 
town, borough, or manor, (decayed) which hath hitherto re- 
turned Members to ferve in Parliament, or within the precin^x 
of the fame, ef the clear yearly value of five pounds, which at 
its original creation, was for thirty-one years or upwards, and 
^f which ten years are unexpired, as per regifiry, be entitled 
to vote, in faid city, town, boroue;h, or manor, 

ftefolved unanimoufly. That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that every freeholder of forty fijillings per annum, and 
upwards, in any decayed city, town, borough, or manor, which 
hath hitherto returned Members to ferve in Parliament, or witk-^ 
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in the prednBs of th fame^ k entitled ta vote in /aid aty, 
t^vjn^ bwQugh, w mamr^ fir ele^ing Mimhert to ferve in 
FiirliameriL 

Refulved unanlmoiiflyj 7*^^^ // h tie cpimm of this aim* 
vtitteff that the duratim of Parliament i ought mt tu exceed the 
term of three yem^s. 

Refoived, That H is the opinion of this committee, that all 
fuffrages be given viva voce^ and not by if a I lot. 

Refoived unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this com^ 
mittee^ that my perfm accepting or holding a penfm^ dire/Iijf 
or indin^Iy^ other than for life or the term of twenty-one 
years ^ at ih§ ieajl, be rendergd incapable of fitting in Farlia- 
ment. 

Refoived unanimoufiy. That it is the opinion of thiscmt- 
mitt^fy that any Member of thr Houfe of Commons holding a 
penfton^ dircBly or indireBlyy for life or the term of twenty- 
^ne years J or upwards ^ do vacate his feat^ but be capable of 
re~ele^ioH. 

Refolv€d unanimouflvj That it is the opinion of this com* 
mittee, that any Member of the Hmfe of Commons accepting any 
place of profit undrr the crovun^ ds vacate his featj but be 
capable of being re-eUfled. 

RefoJved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ that the 
following oath be adminifiered to each Member of the Houfe of 
Cumnmu^ and by him taken before he takes his feat : 

*' I, J. E. of do fwear, that I have not 

by myfelfj nor have I hy any other perfon for me^ or 
at my defire or coft^ or wirh my knowledge, confent, 
ur approbation, give meat^ drink, entertainment, or 
provifioD, employment J place, money, or other value, 
reward, or confideration, dire^ly or indireftly, nor any 
obligation or promife for emptoyment, place, or other 
value^ reward or confideration^ to any perrc>n or perfons 
whomfoever, for any expences of any kind whatfoever 
they may have buen at, to induce him or thetn to vote^ 
or to forbear to vote for me or any other perfon, or to 
procure for me or any otie elfe, the vote or intereft of 
any perfon; and that I Will never, direSly or inciireQly, 
fulfil any engagenient or promife, entered into by any 
perfon whomfoever, relative to the giving any meat, 
drink, entertainment, or ptovifion, employment, place, 
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found hardy enough to fay, that they may not admit of 
amendment? I am furc there will not; therefore think 
that it would be highly proper to take two or three days 
time for the Convention to take a decided opinion. 

Mr. Montgmnery (of Cavan)— The prefent proceeding 
was an anticipation of debate, and he was therefore for 
reporting fomc progrefs, and leave to (it again. 

Captain Nevill obferved, that the prefent reprefenta- 
tion of boroughs was a matter of infinite confequence, and 
that fomething on that head ought to have been gone 
into. 

Mr. BrownloWf Chairman, obferved that there was not 
any thing of that nature contained in the report. 

Colonels Culkn and Hatfm rofc to order, and the former 
was againft ^ny confideration of any part of the report till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.. Brownlow put the queftion^ that I do now leave the 
chair, report and afk leave to fit again.«— Agreed to. 

The Convention was then refumed. Earl Charkmont in 
the chair, 

Mr, BrBwnlow reported from the committee, th^t they 
had made fome progrefs— and aflted leave to fit again. 
Leave given. 

Colonel Meade Ogle faid, he had only made a propoHtion 
for confidering fuch parts of the report, and deciding on 
them, as fhould be expeSed to pafs without oppofition; 
he would not pafs any part, and therefore withdrew his 
wifli of going into the bufinefs till to-morrow. 

Colonel Flood obferved, that a confiderabfe debate had 
arifen in this meeting, as was often the cafe in other po- 
pular and great aflVmblies, where, in hSt, there was not 
a real fubjeS before them; he agreed perfeQIy in the 
idea of a very refpeftable gentleman near him (Colonel 
Meade Ogle) in not precipitating the bufinefs, but giving 
every part a moft ample difcuflion : there was an idea 
he begged might well be confidered, that was, any unne-- 
ccflTary or confiderable delay of country gentlemen created, 
they might poHihly ffay in town. If it is admitted that 
you ought not to precipitate, you certainly ought not to 
delay, becaufe the aflembly may be dccreafed, and a de* 
populated aflembly would not refleS credit on the pro- 



CONVENTION. 55 

cccdings; your committee ou^t to meet to-morrow, 
and your convention at large on Monday, to difcuTs the 
bufinefs at once, and avoid repeated debate. If the Grand 
Convention fhould be worried out by repeated procrafti- 
nation, you will, in fad, become a depopulated aflemUy ; 
and I am therefore for arguing the feveral refolutions in 
the committee to-morrow. 

Mr. Brownlow was againft procrafti nation ; it was a 
fuhjed of the very firft importance, in which Vvcry m^in 
ought ferioufly to engage, and therefore moved to go into 
the confideration of it on to-morrow. 

Colonel (yHara adverted to the Houfe of Commons, 
having fat three days on the fubje^ of qualifications of 
eleSor^ without being able to decide on that point ; he 
wifhed, therefore, that two days ihould be fet apart for 
this bufinefs; be was againft meeting to-morrow, and 
moved for Monday and Tuefday. 

Lord Parnham faid, he had attended to the refolutions 
fincc they were read, and as they were many and of very 
great confequence, he could wifli for fome time to corifider 
ferioufly on them. Such mature deliberation would ulH- 
maiely add to their weight. The gentlemen who formed 
the Sub-committee might think themfelves fufficiently 
infiormed already; but matters appeared to him in thofe 
refolutions, which were certainly new, and of material 
confequence. The objed of Triennial Parliaments was 
one of great magnitude, and the ilriking at boroughs ano^ 
ther; the two days that intervened between that and 
Monday, were as little as could be allowed for this con<- 
fideration. 

Colonel CuUm jvas xifA for precipitating, but an enemy 
to delay ; the arguments of the Hon. Gendeman near him 
(Colonel Flood) were, in his niind,decf(ive. Shall we create 
an unneceflary delay that w'dl diminifh our numbers, and 
retrad from the refpedability of the meeting ? We (hall 
have foflicient time for deliberation to-morrow with the 
committee, and^ afterwards to digeft it fiiUy on Sunday \ 
the fabjeft is of the firft importance, and we have inftances 
even of the Houfe of Commons defiberating on the Lord's- 
day. b was true, upon any queftion of magnitade the cor« 
rupt difpofition of :he H of C , led them 
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to create difficulties ta the mod virtuous propofitions, 
/which, he trufted, would not be the cafe here ;" principles 
of intereft had prevailed in another aflembly to procraftinate 
and impede the pro^refs of the hill alluded toby an Honour- 
abje Gentleman (Mr. 0*Hara) but be trufted, and was 
firmly perfuaded, that nought but the public interefl would 
manifcft itfelf in this affcmbfy. 

Mr. Browne was furprifed that gentlemen could require 
fo long a time, when the doors were open for every member 
to have accefs to the Sub-committee. He had the honour 
of being one of that committee, and could not help think- 
ing it extraordinary, if private avocations had prevented 
gentlemen from attending, that they fhould throw the 
want of infornaation on any other pretext. The commit- 
tee, indeed, were fenfibly obliged to thofe who did give 
their aftiftance; but nobfemen ancl gentlemen who were 
habituated to the mode of poftponing the. great natiooa! 
bufinefs in another place, had attempted to pradice the 
fame mode in that aflembly. He, on his own part^ was 
not acquainted with the delays of other places, and he 
thought the. difcuflioii of the matter to-morrow efl^ntialiy 
neceffary. They could not, like the place hq alluded to,, 
difpatch a ferjeant at arms with a mace upon his (houlders, 
.to enforce the attendance of their mrembers. They had 
nothing to compel attendance in that Convention but the 
ardent zeal with which every man ought to biurn in, the 
caufe of his country. 

Mr. Morris faid, that any man deferting a bufinefs of 
fuch importance, under pretext of any avocation, deferved 
the fcvereft cenfure; as for his part he did not do fo. 
Geijtleoien (hould be as well prepared to combat and meet 
every propcfition iii the General Committee as in the whole 
' Convention ; he hoped gentlemen would be prepared to 
(peak in both, but was for adjourning till Monday. 

, General Ogle declared himfelf as much an ^nemy to delay 

as any man, but two days were as little as could be offered 

for the confideration of a fuhjefl of as much importance as 

was ever agitated in any aflembly ; that it went little (hort 

^of a fubverfion of the Conftitution : (here a general cry of 

^Ko, No) He then adverted to the obfervations of gentle- 
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incn, that tvery delegate ftould have attended the wholt 
progrt^fs of the bufinefs, but faid it was impoiTible he could 
hjive done frj, being on a Committee in the Houfeof Com- 
iivons ; he did not want a dangerous delay, but wifhed 
ti^me for every man to be fully informed ^ and when the 
fubje^ of a more equal reprefentation wab gone into, he 
feared every man would trerrtbte on its thre/ho!d. 

The Earl of Br//?o/ faul, that if the matter was adjourn- 
ed tifi Monday, and the Conventiou at large to take it up, 
without going into the commiiteej it would fave mucb 
trouble, and meet with little oppofiiion. 

Mr. BfQivnk'w, It has been faid, that the refolutions 
in the report of your Sub-Committee propofe alterations 
iti the Conftitution ; but 1 do not look upon them in the 
light of alterations J they are a renovation of the Conilttu- 
tion, it is hnnging it back to its ancient form; that the 
pen pie fhould be reprefented, you will not call that an 
alteration; and *tis notorious that the people have not 
been repreftrnted. The proper manner of inveftigating 
this fubje^ is in a committee, who by fuch iuveftigatioti 
and confideration of it, would correS their own judg- 
ments there. Ought not the people to be adequately 
reprefented ? I cannot fay any thing of the prcfent Par- 
liament; they have been of too ftiort duration to form 
an adequate opinion \ but this mucii I will afltrtj that 
the people are not fully reprefented. I am for deliberat- 
ing the fubjefi daily, to lliew a proper zea! in the hu- 
im^^Sj which is of the very higheft importance to the 
nation; I have efteemed it as fuch, for I have neglefled 
my attendance in the Houfe of Commousj merely to d*J 
my duty here, and am on that account held as a delin- 
quent, and ordered into the cullody of the Serjeant at 
Arms- 
Colonel Lyjler. The leaching chara,6ler of the refolu- 
lions were o^ litrle difcufiionj but great information; the 
examination of the ftibje^^ in the committte would eluci-- 
date it, and be -a fource of information to gentlemen who 
had been abfent &ora the Sub^Commlitcc io the HonTc 
of Commons. 

CoJonel Sir EJ'ivm'd Nfwejthdm. There wat a very 
maierial reafon indeed for going into the General Com- 
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mittee to-morrow, in order to afford fiill fcope for in- 
veftigation, as every day of the enfuing week are ap- 
pointed for ballots in the Houfe of Commons. 

Colonel Bousfield faid the time of country gentlemen 
muft be allowed to be extremely precious, but he was 
perfuaded that every man in this Convention would give 
up that time moft chearfully in forwarding and completing 
the great objed of a Reform in Parliament. An Ho- 
nourable Delegate (Colonel O'Hara) had mentioned, that 
three days were fpent in difcuffing an eledion bill in the 
Houfe of Commons ; there was a great diflindion be- 
tween the two aflemblies; in the one place much dif- 
cuffion and debate might have arifen from interefted views, 
to procraftinate, to defeat any meafure that might be 
thought to militate againft the private intereft or pur- 
fuits of individuals; in this affembly no man had an 
objeS but for the general good, time would not therefore 
be wafted, and the matter would be more amply difcufied 
in two days in fuch an aflembly, than in others of ano- 
ther complexion in much a greater period. An Honou- 
rable Delegate (General Ogle) had talked of a fubverfion 
of the Conftitution ; the prefent report and refolutions 
Vent only to reanimate, and not to alter the Conftitution, 
to admit the people to an equal fui&age, which was 
, their undoubted birth-right, and the very great majorities 
that daily appeared in the Houfe of Commons againft 
every conftitutional queftion, were fufficient evidence of 
the defe&s in the prefent Reprefentation, and ought to 
make us ferious in this point, and to allot that portion 
of time to its difcuflion to-morrow, that it fo eminently 
deferved. 

Mr. Newport could fee no poflible objeQion againft 
going into tlie bufinefs to-morrow. Thc^y need not 
indeed go into the very fpecific queftion, but they might 
approach it by inveftigation. The many fources of ip- 
furmation fo much fpoke of, were fources to be found 
in that Houfe, and not from the little dirty cabals which 
might be formed out of it. He called on gentlemen, 
in the name of Heaven, to have their mirids open to 
conviSion. The Conftitution was not be altered, b«n to 
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be invigorated— to bring it back to the original fyftcm 
and true rcprerentation ; but he feared there were many 
men who fhrunk back from an attack upon that poU 
luted fyftem, of which they had been fo long the fup- 
porters. — Independent men, a3ing for the puhiic good, 
v^ould fcorn the meannefs of any fabtcrfuge. Some faid 
they were attending their duty in Parliament; but he 
begged that gentlemen would endeavour to gain infor- 
mation in its proper place, to be convinced by the ar- 
guments of public virtue, and not run out of doors ro 
liften to thofe of finlfler men; that they would go into a 
committee to-morrow, on the momentous queflion before 
them, and no* be guided by the defires of a few fordid 
men^ who would facrifice every thing to venafity and 
corruption, — But they dreaded information here-«"He wiflied 
for every man to a^ decidedly, and hear the arguments 
of freemen ftated there with precifion for the govern- 
. ment of their condu^. The doors of the Sele^ Com- 
rmittee were yeflerday and every day open for the in- 
Iformation of ail delegates who wiflied to be convinced 
[from public virtue, and information ihould be acquired 
I only here, and not to take the f^nh of narrow felfiOi men 
who would facrifice every thing ^l the fhrine of corruption. 
Major FitsLgeraJd was lor poftponing the bufinefs till 
Monday, not with a view of deriving information out 
of doors, from narrow-minded felfilli men, but tu inform 
his own underJIanding on a point where they were re- 
modeling the Conftitution. (here he was called to order) 
Gentlemen muft be very perverfe who would not allow 
one day for deliberation; no call of the Houfe of Com- 
mons ever took place till three or four o'clock, and could 
not therefore interfere with that Convention, who were 
to meet every morning at ten» Several of the refoluti* 
oos in the report on your table introduce new right*, 
and fomc of thofe which relate to boroughs are vague. 

Colonel O'Hara only recommended what he thought 
beil, but had no objeQion to the motion for Monday 
being withdrawn. 

Lord Fm-nham did not mean to give any unneceflary 
interruption, but he was not afliamcd to fay, that he 
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#cnild \66k for informatten as well without as within 
doors. An infinuation • was thrown out about the arts 
of delay; he was a ftrang^r to any fuchr arts; but he 
could not Athk that afking ^, day extraordinary, for the 
mature eidrdfe of judgment, came under that defgription. 
He was willing to take the opinion of that mcfeting, whe- 
ther Monday or toJ^morrow were the moft proper days 
on which to dtliberatc the cfucTlion ? 

The motion was then put -for adjourning till Monday, 
which betng negatived, that for adjourning till to-mor- 
row was pWj and carried ^in the affirmative. 

Mr. Mwr/> ftill contehfled for Monday. 

Mr. Hackett oppofed it, and faid that *il was a rule 
in all afleniblics that nq new queftion could be put on 
i. matter already dcci3ed ; and he wiihed it (hould be 
a rute of that affembly, that it would not fuffer any of 
its rhembers to defcend to perfonalities. 

B^ron DWon read in his place the title and fubftance 
of a paper, tranftnitted to him from the Roman Catho- 
lics of the county of Meath, difclaiming any power to 
have been vetted in any perfon to declare their fent:- 
mcnts, fave the committee in DubKn, where Sir Patrick 
Bellow had prefided, and in whofe rcfolutions they 
concurred; 

Ordered to- lie on the table for the perufal of the 
members. 
* Adjourned 'till to-morrow morning at ten d^clock. 

Saturday, November 22, 1783. 

ABOUT eleven o'clock General Karl Ckarlemnt took 
the Chair.— Roll called over. 

Mr. Hackett moved, that a lift of thofe delegates who 
had never attended, be printed. — Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Hackett then faid, that feme refolutions of the 
Roman Catholics of the city of Waterford, had been 
communicated to him, to be laid before the Convention ; 
that they expreffed the gratitude of that great body of 
men, for the favoui-s already conferred by the legiflature, 
and their wiUingnefs to receive whatever indulgc^rce may 
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be exteaded to them : — ^He .thca moved, that thcfe refo- 
lutions do lie on the table, ai^d tbiat they be printed.— -Or- 
dered accordingly. 

Mr. Morris moved the order of the day, which be- 
ing agreed to, the Convention refolved into a General 
Committee, to take into conflderation the report of the 
Sub-Committee. 

Right Honourable WiUiam Brownlow in the Chair. 

The firft refolution was then read, 

" Refolved unanimoufly. That it if the opinion of tits 
committee f that no ele^or jn any county, city', town, borough, 
or manor, within the kingdom of Ireland, be- permitted to vote 
for any Rfprefentative in Parliament for faid county, i^c. 
unlefs his right of votimr arifes from landed property of 20 K 
per ann, within the faid count v, ^Jc. as herein after fpe-^ 
cifiedr 

Mr. Stewart, of (Killamoon.) moved an aijnendment, that 
the word county be expunged. 

Mr. Newport thought the motion unneceflary, as no 
reafons had been adduced, for expunging the word coun- 
ty. The^ refolution ought. not to be altered, as the moft 
corrupt ufea had been made by fome men of their forty 
fhilling freeholds, in perhaps , three or four counties, 
who pofted from one to the other, to vote at general 
eleftions.-; — Many advantages would alfo be dei'ived from 
the refolution ; it would caufe freeholders to be refident, 
and increafe population. It would prevent the mean arts 
made ufe of at clefiioiis, where forty (hilling freehol- 
ders were difgracefully poured in, and took away the 
number of falfe eleSors intruded on the Conftitution. He 
was therefore againft expunging the word county. 

Mr. Rochfort thought a ten pound freehold was a fuf- 
ficient qualification for voting. 

Mr. Loyd faid, that carrying the refolution would put 
an end to all the charters of towns and b4)rougiJi» in the 
kingdom. 

Mr. Edgeicorth contended that the refolution waa the 
great bafis of the reform, and he had heard 110 arguments 
which could induce him to aUer that opinion — that this 
reWution was effential to the reform — if he undcjftood the 
fpirit of the plan before them, it was funned chitfly upon 
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ideas of exaft regiftry 4nd refidence, and the enlargement 
of boroughs. Thofe who wiflied to confine the number 
of eleflors, might, perhaps be glad to preferve their ubi- 
quity — but he hoped that that infamous traffic would foon 
be at an end.' He had heard of the landed, and had heard 
of the monied intereft of Ireland, but this was the firft 
time he had heard of the itinerant intereft of Ireland. 

Major Moore, as one of the Sub-Committee, fupported 
the refolution. It was not independents that it ftruck at, 
but mercenaries, unconftit«tional mercenaries of landlords, 
whom they had at their back on all eleftions. Extra 
freemen it would alfo prevent from being a curfe in char- 
tered towns. The refolution was framed within the letter 
of the Conftitution, and they (hould be careful not to 
oppofe it^ 

Colonel Hayes was not for having the word county 
expunged. He conceived the refolution well calculated 
to fave expence in eleSions, and was an enemy, as much 
as any man, to itinerant voters. As to petty and cor- 
rupt boroughs, if he had only his own feelings . to confult, 
he would join in wifliing them annihilated, but as he 
confidered himfelf as guardian of the rights of a departed 
friend, a man of the moft amiable charaSer, of noble 
principles, who had guarded all in his power from a bo- 
rough he was confidered the patron of, from now being 
venal or corrupt, he confidered private faith the bafis 
of public virtue, and wiflied that fome confideration might 
be made to thofe who might be injured by the inde- 
cifion. 

Mr. Bloffet had many reafons for oppofing the amend- 
ment; but one in particular he would mention : He at- 
tended the de&ion for the county of Galway, which 
lafted 52 days, and fuch an eleftion, he hoped, would 
never be feen again. The number of freeholders who 
voted were about lOOO, and a number of thofe were 40/. 
freeholders, fent by a great Peer to a Right Honourable 
Commoner, from the diftance of 70 miles, and who had 
never feen their freeholds, perhaps, but once, that they 
had perched on it, and then flew away again. About 
a hundred of fuch mifcreants voted at that eleSion. Thia 



CONVENTION. 



63 



I 



I 



I 



ivas fufficlent caiife in itfelf for a ParUamemai7 Reform; 
an4 expURglng the ward '' county'* would make their meet- 
ing ufeleia, 

Mr. Mirr/V— ^occafional voters are the great evil com* 
pinined of — voters who travel from one part of the king- 
dum to tile other, to vote on a general eleSion : — I'hia 
refofution, as it fttnds, will enforce a refidence— this it 
was that the committee had in view; and I will there- 
fare be againft expunging the word*' county" from the 
rcfolution* 

Counsellor FitzgeraM wa^ alfo of the fame opinion. 
In many cafes, the landlord paid the rent of fuch men. 
The rerohition would tend to difcourage fraud, and re- 
move fafliiius eleflors not known to the foil; and put a 
flop to perjury, becaufe it too often happened, that rent^ 
chargers of forty fliillings fwore they had freeholds* 
Mr. Skvjart withdrew his motion- 
Mr. fmd moved, thnt the word " landed" he left ouf, 
and the words " freehold or leafehold" be inferted*^^ 
Agreed to. 

Right Honourable Gmrge Ogh declared he had no bo- 
rough, nor was he conneffced with any perfon who had, 
but it was his duty to attend to the inftruSlons of his 
Conftituent&i he faid, to me they gave their inAruSiont oa 
this head, and I am bound to take care that compenfation 
ihall be made* He then read the inftru£^ions he had 
received, and moved an amendment in thefe words, 
*' having a due regard to the ioterefl: of fuch individiiak 
as may be injured thereby." 

Mr, M^ffjtn affbred them, he had a greater regard for 
ihc public welfare than for any private advantage, A 
prevailing influence in either cities or boroughs, was in 
the highefl degree dangerous* He would ci:e one exam- 
ple ;— there were 1800 voters in the ciry of Kilkenny, 
and not above 200 of them were ever refident. They 
were like lunatics m the hands of their keepers, and were 
fent backward and forward as it fuited the will of the 
party, to whom they were annexed as a fort of property. 
He once propofed himfeff a candidate for the borough 
of Iriihtown, but a Mr, Monk Mafon was difpatchcd by 
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government to oppofe him. When this latter gentfe- 
man arrived at Kilkenny, being an entire ftranger, he 
enquired his way to Iriflitown, where the corporation 
books had been opened, but finding him (Mr. Moflbm) 
of fuperior ftrength, he did not chufe to go on ; but at 
the fame time contrived, through minifterial intereft, for 
the whole time of fix months to procraftinate the elec- 
tion; in which interim, every hanging-on chaplain, and 
new-made guager, were made freemen, to fwell up a 
majority. 

Mr. Flood was pleafedahat the queftion was narrow- 
ed, but it was the objefl: of the amendment to give 
compenfation to the owners of boroughs. He would 
give them the reafons why this was not reconfidered 
in the plan. It wai the wifti of the Sub-Committee to 
pay the reprefentatives of the people every proper re- 
fpeft : The purfe of the nation was in their hands^ and 
.k would not be wife to difitate to that Houfe. He 
faw no neceffity, however, for that amendment, becaufe 
it was very evident that thofe who were returned by 
borough-influence would take care of borough-intereft; 
and the majority of Parliament being returned in that 
channel, compenfation was a matter at which they 
would not hefitate. There was, however, a cortfide- 
ration that fhould be looked into on that occafion; mak- 
ing compenfation in one cafe, would draw every occa- 
fional voter to the Houfe of Parliament looking for 
compenfation alfo; and right of demand *being equal 
on one fide as well as the other, compenfation might 
coft the nation half a million of money. There were 
not wanting many noble minds who would difdain the 
idea of compenfation. He would not anticipate their 
generous and exahed feelings: one example would 
doubtlefs lead on another, and the whole become a deed 
of magnanimity. 

Mr. Ogle thought he was bound to obey the inftruftions 
of his conftituents. 

- Mr. Hatton faid, he would oppofe compenfation to any 
man who had ufurped an unconftitntional right. 

Mr. Browne was of opinion, that being fo long in the en- 
joyment of theft boroughs was a fufficient reward to their 
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proprietors, and that they fliould now come and demand 
compenfation, appeared to him to be very extraordinary. 

Mr. Hackett faid, that when this refolution would come 
before Parhament, granting a compenfation might be a 
great means of getting it paffed there, but he would not 
wifli that an idea fhould go abroad that we decide on it, 
we only refer it to Parliament — it i^ not defined how, but 
referred to Parliament ;— and though this amendment (hould 
be now rejeSed, it fhould not be looked upon as manifcft- 
ing our opinion, but of referring it to the confideration of 
another aflembly. 

Mr. CktlUn faid, that this amendment was unneceflary ; 
it would be opening a door for occafional voters to apply 
for compenfation. This matter is with great propriety re- 
ferred to Parliament. 

Mr. Edgeworth applauded Mr. Hayes's attachment to his 
friends, but put him in mind that he was not a truftee for 
any private family in that aflembly ; if any thing could 
recall a departed fpirit, it would be the voice of freedom 
in that aflembly ; and were his friend to arife at that mo- 
ment before him, he would warn him not to miflake par- 
tiality for virtue, nor to prefer private attachments to the 
great interefts of his country. — Who could be expeSed to 
facrifice any ufurped rights, if the exprefs commands of a 
true friend to freedom, delivered in his own writing to the 
guardians of his fame and family, were difregarded. — No 
pofition could be more fatal or more abfurd than, that 
an exclufive right to chufe legiflators could become the 
private property of individuals. 

As to compenfation for that, amongfl a thoufand other 
reafons, he was againil the idea. — Was not the Conven- 
tion met to diminifli the corruption of Parliament ? and 
fliould they begin by the moft barefaced enormous unjufti- 
fiable bribery ? 

He hoped that the freemen of Ireland would never 
defcend to fuch a dereliQion of their own rights, to fuch 
an acknowledgement of a weak caufe and weak rcfonrces : 
They had but one firm fupport, the virtue of the people, 
and that they fliould prefervc unpolluted and entire. 

Major Moor^ — ^Though he certainly denied the right of 
compenfation being made for the long with-holding the 
K 2 
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rights of franchife, yet he was very well fatisfied it fliould 
be referred to Parliament. That Charters were originallj 
granted to trading and manufaSuring towns, to give thofe 
towns that (hare in the reprefentation which from their 
confequence they had a right to enjoy ; that ufiirpation or 
decay had deprived them of their privileges ; that it was a 
truft repofed in Convention to point out the remedy for their 
decay and the means to reftore their liberty ; that by a 
voluntary conceffion the borough-mongers would acquire 
everlafting honour — by an ill-timed obftinacy be forced, 
ultimately to fubmit, and perhaps to render an account, of 
the mefne profits of a long ufurpation. 

Mr. Morrif faid, in order to get rid of it, if any gen- 
tleman would fecond him, he would move the previous 
queftion. 

Mr, Lyjler afked, What would you compenfate them 
for ? Compenfate them who have committed a violence 
on the principles of the conftitution ! — The general idea 
is, that this bufinefs is to go to Parliament, and he hoped 
the refolution would not be clogged. Owners of boroughs 
will ftill have a confiderable authority.— He was averfe to 
the idea of coropenfation — it was a violation of public 
property. 

' Mr. Ogle then withdrew his amendment— referving 
himfelf, however, to make his objeSions in another place. 

Mr. Blojfet then fpoke to the refolution at large, and 
was going to propofe an amendment, refpefting rent- 
charges of twentypounds a year and upwards, who, he 
imagined, were not fufficiently fpecified in the refolu- 
tion ; but 

Mr. Hackett removed his objeQion, by convincing him 
that they fully came within the defcription of voters, and 
were not excluded for non-refidence. 

The firft refolution was then put, and agreed to 
toem. con. 

The fecond refolution was read. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That m eleBor Jhall he deemed 
a rejident within any county j city^ town^ borough^ .or manor, 
unlefs he Jball a^ually re fide in faid county, city, town, ho^ 
rough, or manor, at the time of his regifiry, and unlefs he fiall 
have a^ually refided in faid county, city, town, borough, or 
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manor ^ for fix months at the leaji^ in the twelve months previous 
to the day of the tefi of the writ^ and unlefs the f aid county^ 
city^ toivrty borough^ or manors Jhall have been the ufual place 
of his refidence during the period of his regiflry. 

Mr. &Hara fubmitted to their confideration, whether 
regiftering the freehold twelve months, would not anfwer 
the end propofed. 

Mr. Flood obferved, that in framing that refolution the 
Sub-Committee were well aware that they were not mak- 
ing an afl: of Parliament. They went no farther than a 
plan ; and in confeCjuence, new eleQion laws might be 
adopted by Parliament to enforce the refidence of thofc 
vifions and phantoms of eleSion, which deftroyed fo very 
much the purity of the conftitution ; this was only an out- 
line, but the detail was referved for the proper place. 

Counfellor Blojfet expreffed his apprehenfion, that there 
was a fe verity in the refolution, in refpefl: to refidence, ^nd 
moved an amendment, to expunge the words " afhially 
rtfident" — for the words " fix months out of twelve:'* but 
not being feconded, the Chairman put the queflion on the 
fecond refolution, which was carried nem. con. 

The third refolution was read. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that every ele^or do regifier his quaUficatitm^ 
twelve months previous to the day of the tefl of the writ, to 
entitle him to exercife his right of voting for Members to 
ferve in Parliament. 

Mr. Flood faid, that the Sub-Committee had adopted the 
refolution on the principle of being a kind of notification. 
His own advice would be, that in the framing the new 
eleSion laws, it ihould be enabled,** That in cafe of any man 
attempting to vote, whg fiiould be deemed unqualified by 
the nature of his freehold, the freeholders fliould traverfe 
the fame, and try its validity by jury ;" if this was not found 
agreeable, they could eafily recur to the old fyflem. 

The third refolution wab put, and carried unanimoufly. 

The fourth refolution was read. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the Jberiff of every county do appoint a de- 
puty to take the poll in each barony, on the fame day. 
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Lord Famham^ on account of the latenefs of the hour, 
propofed the queftion of adjournment. 

Mr. Flood preffed the meeting to go through this refolu- 
tion and the next, as the moft important of the whole •" 
and, on Monday they might go through all the others. 
The Dungannon Meeting had pointed out the neceflity of 
'their adoption. As the law now flood, the fheriflr was 
made rcfponfible for his deputy; and it was but jufticc, 
that the deputy fliould be made refponfible for himfelf.— 
He fhould be a man of fubflance, and a man of charader. 

Mr. Hackeit faid, that the adoption of the refolution 
would facilitate the progrefs of eledipn, and would leflfen 
the ufual expence. Innumerable advantages might be drawn 
from it, without any difficulties. It was, indeed, proper 
that they fhould confine themfelves to the outline, and 
leave to Parliament the filling up of every matter; and 
great care fhould be taken in the appointment of fherifFs' 
deputies. 

. Mr. 0*Hara objeSed to the refolution, on account of 
the expence that would be incurred by taking the polls in 
every barony, and particularly in the great encreafe of 
council that candidates would be forced to have. 

Major Afoor^ obferved, that adopting the refolution would 
make eleSions be attended with little or no expence ; and 
regiftry and refidence being once eflabliflied, there would 
be no fort of occafion for lawyers, as every perfon mufl 
then vote in his o^yn barony, and his qualification be fully 
known. 

The fourth refolution was put, and carried nem. con. 

The fifth refolution was read. 

Refclved unanimoufly. That it is the opinion of this 
committee^, that all decayed, mean, and depopulated cities, towns, 
boroughs, or masiors, njohich ha^e hitherto returned Members to 
ferve in Parliament, by an extenfion of franchife to the nfigh-- 
bouring barony or baronies, parifh or patifbes, be enabled to 
return Reprefentatives agreeable to the principles of the conjii' 
tutim. 

Several gentlemen contended, that, from the latenefs of 
the hour, they fhould defer the confideration of this refo- 
lution until Monday ; but having divided on the queflion 



CONVENTION. 



69 



of adjournment, it was carried by the noc^, and they 

agreed to proceed* 

Mr, O^Hara confidered it as his firfl duty, to attend 
the bufinefa of Parliament j where important matters were 
then agitating^. — Here he was interrupted by the Eari of 
BriJlQif Mr, IVarburim, Sir Ed'mard Newenham^ and Mr* 
Edgeufsrik, who contended that their firft duty fhould be 
their attendance on a Convention to which they had 
been delegated by the real voice of the people j and 
their attendance in the Houfe of Connmons wad bul a 
fecondary confideration ; particularly as the errors com- 
mitted one day in Parliament, might be corre6ted the 
next; but every ftep of the Convention muft be irre- 
vocable. 

The fourth refolulion then pafled ncmine contradi- 
cente. 

The fifth refolution was theo read, which alluded to 
decayed boroughs; — it was thought by feveral gentlemen, 
from the latenefs of the hour, it would be proper to 
poftpone the conOderation ofthi^ refolution to Monday 
next — but if agreed on^ to proceed. 

After it wa^ determined to proceed on the fifth refo- 
lution, Air, O^Hara declared that he confidered it as his 
firft duty to attend to the hufinefs of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, when matters of importance were at this moment 
agitating* (Here he was interrupted by the Eari of 
Bnrtol.) 

Sir Edward Nemenh^m and Mr. Warburtm thought their 
attendance at Convention their firft duty, to which they 
had been delegated by the real voice of the people, and 
that their attendance in the Houfe of Commons was but 
a fecondary confideration, 

Mr. O'Hara perfifted in his opinion, {in which he was 
fupported by Mr. George Montgomery^ and Mr. Gem'ge Ogle) 
who fa id, he confidered the Houfe of Commons as the 
the palladium of Irifh Liberty j my firft duty therefore, 
is my attendance in that Houfe, and I will never allow 
tliat any other affembly can have a prior claim to my 
attendance. 

Mr. Warburtm faid, the ody bufinefs to come on iri 
the Houfe of Commons^ was an addrefs for granting aa 
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encreafe of falary to the Lord T/ieutenant, and they 
would be time enough for that bufinefs. 

Mr. Flood faid, it was a rerdlution of very great magni- 
tude — but he would not prefs it, if gentlemen were averfe 
to doing it; it would be better if gentlemen had come 
prepared to the point, but if the wifli for poftponing tlie 
confi deration of it appeared to him to carry the idea of 
delay — he would not prefs it. 

Lord Farnham was of opinion, that a fubflitute might 
be adopted by throwing open the corporations and en- 
larging the number of freemen. 

The refolution then pafled. 

Mr. F':wd moved that the Chairman do now leave 
the Chair, and report — Convention refumed. 

Mr. Broivn/ow reported that the committee had made 

fome progreft) and afked leave to fit again.— Leave 

given. 

Convention adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, November 24, 1783. 

ABOUT eleven o'clock. General Earl Charlemont 
to6k the Chair — when the roll was called over, it was 
moved to go into the order of. the day for taking into 
confideration the report- of the Sub-Committee, when 
Convention refolved itfelf into a General Committee. 

Right Honourable William Brovvnlow in the Chair. 

When the fixth refolution was read. 

Refolved, TAat it is the opinion of this committee^ thai 
every city^ ^c, which hath hitherto returned Members to 
ferve in Parliament^ be deemed to be decayed which doth 
not now contain within its prefent precin^s^ a number of 
ele^orsy over and above potwalhppers^ qualified to vote 
according to this plan, of not lefs than two himdred for the 
province of Ulfiery one hundred for the provinces of Munfier 
and Connaughty and fevmty for the province of Leinfier\ and 
that whenfoever any city, &c. Jball fo far fall into decay , 
as not to furnijh the aforefaid number refpe^ivelyy that then 
the faid city, &c, do ceafe to return Reprefentatives, till fuch 
time as the aforefaid number of ek^ors be fupplied. 
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An amendment was propofed, that infl;ead of the word 
** now/' the " loth day of November inftant," be 
inferted, which, after fome converfation, was agreed to. 

Baron Dillon faid, he did not mean to afford the flighteft 
oppofition whatfoever to any pant of a report refulting 
from the combined efforts of fo many men who were 
diflinguifhed for abilities and public virtue, but he begged 
leave to be informed by them of the reafon why the 
diflinAioft was made in the number of eleSors in the 
different provinces. 

Colonel Flood, — ^The idea of a Sub-Committee, who 
had paid the mofl: mature confideration to the fubjeft, 
was to procure as large a number of elfe&ors as could 
be obtained, in order to emancipate every borough; the 
'province of Uffter contained by far the greateft number of 
eleSors in proportion to the number of its boroughs, 
the province of Leinfter the leaft. People afk, why not the 
fame number In each province ? The reafon is obvious : 
the numbef of boroughs i» not equal ; it became necef- 
fary to procure a fmall number in Leinfter, becaufe more 
conid not be had; the larger number was for Ulfter, as 
being eafiiy obtained ; in the Sub-Committee, tfie gen- 
tlemen of the different provinces chofe their own num- 
bers, but if the General Committee made any alteration, 
he was fure it would be a proper one. 

Colonel Warhurton defired information concerning the 
mode of regiftry. 

Colonel Flood faid, there was ^ refolution for a ge- 
neral regiftr^, and it would alfo be contained in the elec- 
tion law. The idea of the Sub-Committee was not to 
take away the right of any of the prefent voters, although 
the potwoUopers were the worft (peqies of eleSors ; we 
ought to make the new numbers, of real voters, arid not 
occafional ones, according to the old corrupt fyftem. 

Major Fitzgerald^ Lord Farnham^ and feveral others, 
were againft the numbers allotted to the feveral pro- 
vinces, and Sir Richard Mufgra^e was againft the whole 
diminution of numbers. 

The Honourable Colonel Maffey 'was for extendinjg 
the d^Sors in boroughs to all gentlemen in fame coun- 

L 
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ties who poflcfled property of 50/. per *ann.— thought 
the prefent a partial diftinftion, as a 40/. elefkor refiding 
within a barony, would vote for four menfibers, while a 
man of large fortune refiding without the borough, could 
not vote for more than two; though he had influence 
in a borough, yet he wiihed to have it enlarged; he 
poffcffed the patronage of half a borough, and would, 
with an honourable kinfman, relinquish it fok 

THE PUBLIC GOOD. (Here he met the general 

plaudits of the whole Convention.) 

Colonel Flood. — The good fenfe and generofity dif- 
played in the fentimerits of the Honourable Delegate 
who fpoke laft, (Honourable Colonel Maffey) defervcd 
rcfpeSE, and fliewed the great wifdom of not fpecifically 
going into the compenfation for patronage of boroughs^ 
as he trufted many other noble minds would follow the 
virtuous example; he has, however, (alluding to a former 
part of his argument) been rather out of order, if any 
thing fo well intended can be fo; it is better for the 
Convention to adopt a general plan for the whole 
kingdom at prefent, a general principle, but a particular 
one as to particular places in Parliament, to havfe a re-. 
fident committee of delegates to attend its progrefs 
through the Houfe, and correfponding committees in 
the country; the delegates, on returning to the country, 
will be inflruSed to fend up particular information of 
the ftate of every borough; it is not now the time for 
detail of examination of every part of the nation, it can 
be belter dbne by fuch refident committee and the 
others in the country. An Honourable Gentlemau 
(Major Fitzgerald) had quoted the number of frecholdeps 
in Waterford that appeared on a former eledion, to 
warrant the idea of encrcafing the proportion in Munfter; 
that ide^ would not anfwer, that number contained 
fi&itious voters, which the prefent plan diminiflies, in 
ftriking off all counterfeit cleSors; there were not in all 
300 elefiors, counterfeit and non-counterfeit in the coun- 
ty of Waterford; that county then cannot afford 100 to 
every borough, and by counting double votes, a much 
greater nunibcr are eftimated than perfons who really 
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Vote. If wc could have a feparate body of elcftors in 
every county, it would be beft, but their numbers wiM 
not afford it. This plan, ioftead of encreafing will dimi- 
nilh the number of eleftors in the whole, by ftriking oflF 
fo many occa/ionai ones; no eledor can thereby vote in 
more than two places; it correds former evils. There arc 
twelve boroughs in the county of Cork; according to 
the objcSion, every eleSor would there vote for twenty- 
fix members, therefore adhere to the prefent plan of the 
Sub- Committee, who were not negligent in their tnift; 
your prefumption ought to be, it is not erroneous, as 
far as we are gone we are determined it fhould be right, 
and he was not for holding out any idea to the con- 
trary. 

Major -P/Vzjmi.y.— A number of ingenious foreigners 
are importing into the county of Waterford, who would 
fhortly be enabled to vote; there were a number of 
very large towns in Munfter, that by new regulations 
would poflefs a greater number of eledors, and if but 
one county could be found not to furnifh the number 
of eleSors fought for, every borough two hundred; he 
hoped the committee would not be againft the reft hav- 
ing that number. 

Colonel Herbert would fupport the amendmeat of 
his Honourable Friend (Major Fitzgerald) if praSica- 
ble, but feared it impoffible from the prefent number 
of eleSors, and it would be time enough to ex- 
tend the number required to every borough, when, by 
farther importations, ]they fhould be fufficieritly en- 
creafed. 

Mr. Eloffet agreed with an Honourable Delegate(Colonel 
Flood) that the Sub-Committee were prima fofie^ right, 
but we could not be too careful to confider the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Hackett wifhed the Honourable Gentleman would 
withdraw his amendment, as one county fhould thereby 
be excluded; we were on a general plan, and when in 
detail might take exceptions. Let the plan of Reform 
-i$kt in the ^hole province of Munfter^ 

h % 
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Colonel Bernard faid, he had a patronage over a borough, 
^nd in the general fcale of reformation he would raofl 
readily and gladly relinqujfli it. 

The queftion was then put upon the amendment of 
200 inftead of loo forMunftcr, and paflTedin the negative. 

Mr. Blojfet faid, that on the late eleQion at Sligo, noo 
appeared to vote ; 950 of which were real eledors,' and 
1 50 fiSitiaus ones ; there was only one borough in the 
county, there were two in Galway, where 700 real freei- 
holders, befides an innumerable quantity of fiQitious ones, 
appeared to vote, fo that in thefe two counties there were 
eleftors enough to afford 200 for each borough ; and from 
the principles of honour and public fpirit which the patrons 
of the boroughs in thefe counties poflefled, he was per- 
fuaded, though he could not fpeak officially, that they 
would follow the honourable example of two gentlemen 
in that Convention, by relinquifhing fuch patronage for 
the public benefit. There were delegates prefent whu 
knew the ftate of the other counties of Connaught 
better than he did, and he hoped when that flate was given 
in, it would appear they all could afford 200 eleSors for 
every borough. 

Colonel Cullen faid, the Sub-Committee were unani* 
mous, and fatisfied that 100 was a fufficient number in 
every borough in Connaught ; if reafons to encreafe that 
number were offered, he fliould be fatisfied. 

Msl]ot Browne y when in the Sub-Committee, was of opi- 
nion 100 was fufficient to open boroughs in Connaught; 
his wifli was to open every borough — if we did fo, we gaiiv- 
cd a great point ; the gentlemen's eftates that were throwQ 
into boroughs would be found to be much benefited ; he 
would be forry to extend to the landed intereft, a franchife 
in ^owns that had eleSors enough in their precinfts ; in 
fome places he faw a difficulty of making up more than 
100, and he joined in opinion with the Sub-Conimittee 
that 100 was fufficient. 

Colonel D^Arcy was of opinion at firft, in the Sub- 
,Committee, that 100 was the proper number j he now 
finds 200 can be had in every borough, and was for th,e 
greater number, as always the l^eft. 
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Coionei Lyjier was for confihuting the greateft inaft 
oTeledors pofTible, 200 can be found, and he hoped then 
the fenfe of ihe committee would be tor it. Connaught^ 
having \o few boroughs, could with great taciUty find out 
200 in every borough, — was theretbre tor the amend* 
meni. 

Colonel G*Hara — ^The refolution was explanatory of 
a preceding one, which pafled with fo little attention, that 
he (Scarcely perceived it ; (the refolution had been feveral 
tiroes read, he held a printed copy of it in his hand, and 
it had been debated above an hour) he was for looeledors 
withia the precinds of towns, and uawilUng to go beyond 
the franchife of all fuch as could fiirnifh that number. 

Colonel Cullen was open to convidion ; the pradicabt*^ 
lity of gaining 200 was only wanting to convince him. 
The reafoos of the laft Honourable Gentleman who fpoke^ 
afforded that convidion, as one town alluded to had 100 
voters, and was faleable : he hoped the Honourable Gen* 
tienian did not wi(h it fhould continue fo. 

Colonel O'flir^— The prefent number of eledors in 
that town are only 13 burgefles; he wifhed to have it 
emancipated; 100 voters would do fo, and was for that 
number ; he really intended to liberate the boroughs. 

Major Browne did not mean to give oppofition to any 
propofition for opening boroughs ; he was for encoiu'aging 
trade as well as landed intereft. He faid, we ought not to 
throw commerce into the hands of landed men, it might 
then want fupport — Commercial Townb, when pradi- 
cable, ought to be returned by men in trade ; he was there^ 
lore for 100, as fitteft number for Connaught. 

Mr. Bloffet enumerated the boroughs in that province, 
and faid 200 eleftors might be found for the whole. 

Colonel Bagenal — ^Tbat a reform muft be obtained is 
the opinion of every man; he was for extending the elec- 
tion franchife to the largeft number that could be found. 
Let us not throw the whole influence into the landed 
intereft— let men in trade have their proportion ; he had 
however no hope of fuccefs, unlefs we went into com* 
penfation. 

Colonel Lyons begged leave to fay a few words,— An 
Honourable Delegate (Colonel Bagenal) had no hope of 
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fuccefs but by compenfation ; fome worthy delegates had 
already given a moft glorious example, and from a fpirit 
that would follow, we must be mkE. 

General Earl of CA^/rww/— Though his attendance on 
the Grand Convention might be fufficient to manifeft his 
difpofition in favour of a reform, and though he had always 
held the patronage of a borough in trust for his 
COUNTRY, and had only returned, fuch men as he 
thought moft capable of ferving it, yet he would now moft 
willingly relinqjjish it, a*hd not one aft of his life 
ever gave him half fo much pleafure. 

Earl of Jldborougi'-'^TheTe is not a perfon more willing 
to facrifice any fuppofed influence in a borough than I am, 
and I am happy m the face of my country to declare my 
readinefs to make fo poor a facrifice. 

Mr. Moore adverted to a former debate ; gentlemen bad 
been arguing from wrong principles— it was incumbent 
on them to (hew that the numbers fought after could be 
had from baronies, and not from the number of elei&ors 
in the county at large. 

Colonel Flood — As this was a queftion refpeSing the 
province of Connaught, from one of the counties he had 
the honour to ftand as a delegate, he would treat it with 
all imaginary refpefl: ; the idea which flruck him in the 
Sub-Committee was to depafrt as little from the principles 
of the conftitution as poffible ; they did not contraS the 
right of any ^leQors, they gave power to every man to 
vote for four members, another reafon it was approved by 
the Sub-Committee ; very often by quitting precinds you 
might not liberate but change maflers, in one inftance it 
would not be liberated, the county town :— -there is one 
capital reafon, it is — the conftitution meant to have repre*- 
fentatives of diftinft interefts to preferve it from real con- 
vulfion, that is a ufeful part of it. If one alteration is made 
in the prefent plan, you muft do fo with others ; he wifhed 
to have it ftand, as the perfons who will be diredied to 
bring it in cannot alter or Itflen it in its fpecific parts, they 
cannot diminifh but may enlarge ; he wifhed not to pre- 
cipitate any alteration at prefent, and not to pin dowff the 
Houfe of ComnK)n$^ to a fmall nunober. One word onl^ 
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on a fubjeS which had given To great fatisfa3ion^-the 
contagion would propagaie itfelf:^ — hh family had long 
reprefenied one borough, and thought themfelves entitled 
as much as others, and this plan would abolish Hiij 

OWK INTEREST. 

Mr. Bloffet, The Honourable Gentleman who fpokc 
laft always flaflies fuch convidion^ that \ fhall beg leave 
to withdr;iw my amendment. 

Sir VefeyCM^ugL — From whac fell from my Right 
Honourable colleague laft Saturday^ it is cafy lo conceive 
under what an embarafling prcdicamejit I lie* I have the 
honoufj for the fourth time, to be returned tor one of 
the mo ft independent J popular^ and refpeflable counties 
in this kingdom- Ihave ever held it as a principle of my 
political creed^ to obey faithHiUy the inftru£tions of my 
cpnfticueots. They, Sir, defire that retribution fhould 
be made to the holders of boroughs. Every perfon who 
knows me, knows of how little eftimation money is in my 
fight ^ and as I never confide red it in the common tran- 
fa6tions of private life, I cannot be thought to bring it 
in competiiion of the general and real welfare of my 
country. Nurtured and educated in whig principles, and 
bred up with evtfy idea of liberality — being the firft man, 
I am bold to fay, that ever dilplayed a pair of colours in 
the glorious volunteer qaufe : it cannot be for a moment 
fuppofed, that I would not, as far as I am able, give up any 
intereft 1 have in a rotten borough, confining of twelve 
rotten burgeiFes indeed ! — And if here or elfewherc I fiiould 
appear for retribution, believe me. Sir, that though my voice 
is for it, my heart is again ft it* 

Seventh refolution was then read. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly, That it ii thj opinlm cf thir 

cmtmtke^ ihai e^fry Frateflant in any city^ 3ic, fmt d:^ 

. cnyed) jeift'd of a freehold withm ti^ precinifs thereof ^ jhaU 

hffue a right iq vote fir Members (» ferue in FariitimefU Juf 

fhck aty^ dec. 

P^iired rn the affirmative. 

Eighth reft^hjt ion wa^ then read, 

Rciblved unanimoufly, T^t it is ihf Qpinim &f this 
comm*itUf that fill hyi^iawr madep &r ti le mad.% ty any car- 
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porntim to contra^ tie right of franchife^ he declared illegal 
by a^ of Parliament. 

Colonel Bagenal moved an amendment, which Was oh- 
jeSed to by Mr. Ogle, Mr. Lyfter^ and Mr. Newport. 

Colonel Flood. "^.v try word that has been faid proves 
the neceffity of the fefolution ftanding without any amend- 
ment. The Sub-Committee's maiLim was not to make 
any alteration in the Conftitution, and to avoid unnecef- 
fary obftacles, they have declared, that no man, a non- 
refident or non-regifteredj (hall vote ; the charters of cities 
gave freedom by birth, fervice, or marriage, the boroughs 
did not ; you have not affeSed the tight of any freeman ; 
l>egg€d that time might not be loft in fighting wkh phan- 
toms, and was againft the amendment, which* was then 
withdrawn, and the fefolution pafTed tmanimoufly. 

It was then moved, that the Chairman do report. 

Convention refumed. 

Mr. Brownlow reported, that the Committee hid made 
fomc progrefs^ and aflced leate to fit agiin.— -Leave 
givtn. 

Mr* Lyjier then moved, that the thanks of the Volun-^ 
teers of Ireland, rcprefented by their Delegates in the 
National Convention, be given to thofe noblemen ,and 
gentlemen. Earl of Charlemorit, Lord Aldborough, Hon. 
Hugh Maffey, Mr. Bernard, Colonel Henry Flood, and 
Sir Vefey Colclough, Bart, for their generous facrifice 
of private property at the altar of public virtue---Unani- 
tnoufly agreed to. 

• Eari of Br//?o/ moved that this refolution be publifhed 
twice in all the Dublin papers; 

Mr. Bagenal was for having it printed in all the papers 
in Europe. 

Ordered, that the following refolution be printed' in all 
the papers in Dublin. 

Refolved unanimoufly, TkiU the thanks of the Volunteers 
ef Ireland^ reprefented by their Delegates in the National Cm- 
ventiony be given to the following noblemen and gentlemen ^ who 
have this day^ with the diftnterejted fpirit of patri^ifm, offered 
to facrifice theifpfivati inter efis at the altar of freedom. 
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The Honourable Colonel Massey, 

Mr. BtRHARD, 

Lord CharlemonTj 

Lord AlD BO ROUGH, 

Colonel Flood, 

Sir Vesey Colc lough, Bart. 

And then ihe meeting adjourjied till Tuefday trtiDrnmg^ 
*t ten oViodu 

Tuesday, November 25, 1783* 

GENERAL Earl Charlemont having taken the Chair, 
the roll being called over, and the motion of rerolving into 
a committee of the whole Convention, having paflTed^ 
Mr. Bixjwnlow took the Chair, when the ninth rcfolutioti 

t being read^ 
Refolved, Thai it is tie opinion of tAis cQmmiitei^ that every 
Protejfant psffeffed of a ieafek&Id inter efi in snj city, tmjH^ 
hrQughf w manor f (mt decayed) vukich hath kithert& returned 
Memieri to ferve tn Parliament ^ or within the prtdn^i 0/ the 
fime^ &/ thi dear y^ixtly value cf ten p^imdi^ which^ at itt 
Qriginal creatimt^ was for thirty ~^ne years ^ &r upwards^ and 
of which ten years are unexpired, as per regijiry^ be entitled 
t** VQie in faid tity^ toivn, hcrmgh, er mamr. 

Mr. Morris obferved, that by the fpiric of the Confti- 
ttlttoni no perfon fhould be deprived of the right of elec- 
tion, whofe peculiar fituation did not miliute againft that 
fpirit. Many there were who held only hy 21 year leafes, 
whofe iituation and charaQer intitled them to the right of 
franchife* By granting this, an acquifition of number 
might he gained ; and no reafon had been produced why 
they fliould be excluded. He moved an amendment^ that 
the words "31 years " be expunged from the refobtion, 
and the words "21 yeartf," be inlerted in its room, 

Mr. Newp^t was againft the amendment ; it might In- 
duce bifliops and others to grant fhort leafes| the tenure 
and tenants would then be more in their power, 

Mr, Ed^eworth obje^ed to the amendment. He faid, 
the Sub-Committee had confide red the refolutions ma- 
turely, and in that committee they had the powerful aflif- 

M 
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lance of a man (Mr. Flood) whofe knowledge of the 
Conftitution and powerful abilities are anqueftionjed; they 
had frequently b^en convinced by his arguitientf, but had 
never fubmitted to his authority, and he hoped that altera* 
tions would not be haftily adopted. This is the firft 
appearance of the Sub*-Committee*i making any change in . 
the Conftitution : it was no more than an , appearance ; 
it has been faid, that it is equal to the ftate, whether 2X 
^ or 31 years be eftahliflied ; — ^he denied it—- the longer the 
term, the more independent the tenant; adopt the longeft 
term pof&ble, compatibly with the prefent fettlements of 
property, and landlords' will thereby be induced to grant 
fuch tenure to increafe their influence. Let any man travel 
over feveraf parts of the country and view the wretched 
dwellings ofmoft of the tenantry, occafiohed by holding 
under fliort tenures. The original refolution went to make 
the bulk of freeholders,- atid the people lilcirc comfortable 
in their circumftincles and in their dwelliiigs ; he wiflied 
to fee the face 6f this country f<>on'* alter ipuch for the 
b^er. With an ^creafe of independence the people 
will have a more enlarged education^-— ftewwant^ and Hew 
tafles will urge thert to that iiidufti^ ^hicb, fettered by a 
free gbvernraeftt, would givft t^'^ Irehnd- that importance 
in Europe to which it was intitled'^by' her 'natural advan- 

Mr. Morris having heairtl, he faid,' ift) Argument which 
could make hirii alter his opinion, he wotild not withdraw 
bis amendment. ' »: -: 

Major Mwjre ftipportei Mr. Morris. A very large and 
refpeSable number of the comm\inity wotdd be totally 
cut oflF from the right of voting, if the amendment was 
not adopted. A cafe might be addiiced in bifliops and 
college leafes, as they were only for aj years, and the 
holders of fuch leafes could not be excluded' from the rights- 
of freemen. To enlarge fuch rights was the purpofe of 
their meeting there, and it fuited the dignity of a National 
Convention to ad upon a broad and liberal bafis ; and 
highly as he honoured and refpefted the members who 
crtmpofed.the Sub-Committee, he mutt, from the con- 
vidion of its utility, fupport the amendments 
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Mr. Hofkett preffed unanimity in all their proceed- 
if^gs, as the ^eat leading principle which alone coutd 
give efficacy to their proceedings. It would be unwife, 
as well as unneceflary, to alter or amend the refolutions 
of the Sub-Committee, except in very material points 
indeed. In the inilances oi biftiops and endowments^ 
there was a right of making lcafe& for 21 years, and 
if they agreed to the amendment, it would be com-, 
prehcnding them as freeholders; and great as the influ- 
ence of the clergy was already, he beUeved no gentle- 
man in the Convention could form the wifli of giving 
that influence greater fcope of operation. He obferved 
aifo, that the power of abfenteeii would be iucreafed 
by it> and in the county of Wicklow, where no 
longer leafes were granted than for 21 years^ the 
greater part of the land was the property of abfent* 
tecs. He called upon gentlemen to confider the mat- 
ter with attentionj as he found inclined, by the weight 
of every reafon, to vote againft the amendment, 

Mr Lyjler declared himfelf of the fame opinion, as did 
Mr. Herbert ^ and both of them intreated Mr. Morris to 
withdraw his amendment. 

Lord Aidhiirough declared, to his own knowledge, that 
the matter alluded to, of the county of Wicklow leafes, 
was an abfolute fafl* 

Mr, Morris was prevailed on to withdraw his mo- 
tion> 

After this an amendment was propofed, that the 
words " I 5 years unexpired," be inferted in the room of 
" 10 years;" which was carried in the affirmative. 

Another amendment was moved, " and that the 
lame rule fliould extend to leafehold interefls in coun- 
ties," 

Mr Herbert arcfe to oppofe the amendment. He 
fsid, it never was the intention of the kgiOature to 
allow the freedom of voting to thofe holding fuch leafc* 
hold interefts in counties. In cities, towns, and boroughs, 
this liberty might be allowed, but nothing ihort of real 
property fhould intitle men to fuch a privilege in coun- 
iv^\ becaufe there was a wide difference between free* 
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hold and Ic^fehold if?tercfts — the fl-echold reverting to the 
heirs at law, the teafcholds to the executors. The 
coumies (he faid^ were pretty wetl guarded already j 
the obj^St th^y^ m^t upon to reform, was the rotten 
boroughs. 

Mr, M^^rrh contended, that extending the right of 
franchifc to leafeholders, would not be a dangerous or 
on wife meaftTre. 

Mr* H^k^^f ohferved, that among the objefls offered, 
three of them feemed to make an impreffion; lir£!> that 
it would be an iniiovation on the Conftttution; fecondly, 
tha^ the principal objects of reform fliould be the rot- 
ten boroughs; and thirdly, that perfonal property going 
tOi executorsj^ ^nd not to heirs at law^ Ihould not confer 
the right of voting. He afferted, there was no inno- 
vation; It was the principal of the Conftitutton that 
property ftould be reprefented; and leafeholds Were as 
well entitled to it as freeholds. It was an abfurdity to 
imagine, that he who held ten pounds a year for 31 
years, was not a better eftate, and rendered the pof^ 
ieffor lefs dependent than the pofieflbr of forty fliillinga 
a year for life. It was evident, he fa id, that a reform 
in counties was as neceflary as in cities, towns, and 
boroughs; for he knew a county to be as abfolute ^ 
borough as any in Ireland; and the general opinion gone 
abroad was, that encrealing the number of eledors, and 
extending the right of voting, was expeQ^ed to form the 
general means of emancipatini]^ He could not fee why 
leafe holders would Hot exercifc the right of franchife, 
with as much propriety as freeholders; and therefore he 
would vote for the ameodment- 

Major Mo&u ftili fnpported the eiScacy of the amend- 
ment. Property claimed the moft carefol attention ; and 
leafe holders were, by rearon and. true fpirit of the Con- 
stitution, as well intitlc:d to vote as freeholders. It was 
Uxrown out that leafeholders would be more liable to 
undue influence than the others; but a moment's confi* 
titration would fliew the contrary* Which (faid he) 
is the moft likely to be influenced by a landlord, the 
elderly man who has but a life inter eft and a large fa^ 
mily, or he who pofreded a Itafe of 3 1 years i-^ 
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Which moft likely to preferve hts indcpendencci the mafi 
who has a fixed intereft for a number of ycars> or he 
whofe family's fupport depends upon his infirm life, 
or his ©wn fupport, perhaps, upon the life of another, 
trembling at the threshold of the grave ? The qualifi- 
cation of the leafeholder is likewiie extended to ten 
pounds per annum; whereas that of the Itfeholder is but 
forty ihillings. The people out of doors look for this 
eitenfion, and a refufal would only lead them to pro- 
nounce that affembfy an ariftocratical jtinto* The reform 
itfcif would TufFer In its popularity from the rejc6tion of 
the amendment J which is extended on a large and gene- 
rous fcale; — no defcription of man, from the viceroy to 
the peafant, could objeft to it— It encroached upon no 
real rights or pretended privileges* — The anfwers of al! 
the enlightened men in England, whom the Committee 
of Correfpondence confulted, were in favotir of it.— But 
if we reje&ed the amendment, our reform might be 
deemed mere matter of moonflirne, and alJ the world 
would teftify, that when we had a large field for re- 
formation, we totally dechned it, He therefore de- 
clared, that he wi^uld moft heartily vote for the amend- 
ment* 

Coionef Lyjier wiflied that gentlemen would condefcend 
to withdraw their motion For an amendment. We 
adopted 31, inflead of 2 1, to encourage voters, and 
not circumfcribe their interefts- 

Colonel Baginal wifhed to expunge the whole reio* 
lution. 

Mr. Nf'Ufpori had one ihort argument. — The gentle- 
men of this country, by fettiements, could not in gene- 
ral grant more than 21 years, the Sub- Committee 
would, but for that reafon, have taken a longer te- 
nure to improve the country and allow tenants to build: 
if 21 years were allowed, landlords would never give a 
longer tenure. 

Colonel Hayes had received particular inflruQions from 
his conflituents, and loved to obey them ; he always 
conceived the great obje£tions to executing the plan of 
reform, was the diSicuhies o§ fleering z middle courTe; 
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h# Hilvcrled to d moft beautiful defcription of the Coif- 
flltution i<ivcn by his Honourable Friend (Mr. Edgeworth) 
P» I mufly pile and (lately edifice, rifing from the earth upon 
Ihe bfiHid bafi^of the freeholders like a pyramid to the 
throne. He had faid, that the foundation, compdfed of 
tlid loofe unconneded individuals without property, ex* 
iftrd as part of it, though unfeen. But if evjery part 
were not well and folidly founded, if any part remained 
in a ftate liable to be tainted, or to fall into decay, in 
« few years that beautiful (Irufture would again be dc- 
mnliHied; he wis for making the tenantry as refpeSa- 
ble and independent as pcf&ble, and againft the amend- 
ment. 

Colonel Lifter moft eloquently explained the conduft 
•ltd intentions of the SuV-Committee ; the counties were 
already corred, and they did not extend the franchife; 
the boroughs were corrupt, and they found a neceffity for 
the refolution to extend to them. 

Mr. F/Z/oik.— I think myfelf particularly called upon 
to fupport this motion, as I liad the honour of fecond- 
ing a fimilar one^ made by a worthy friend of itiine in 
the Sub^Committee ; the motion was negatived there, 
by fo very fmall a majority, that I am confident the 
introdudion of a reconfideration in this place, will not 
be fubjed to the charge of trefpaf&ng on the ti|ne of 
the Convention. . The great ruling principle which fitu- 
atts this refpeSable body is, as I apprehend, to give a 
liberty of voting for a Reprefentatiire in Parliament to 
every perfon with whom that franchife can be intruftod 
with fafefy to the whole community. I (hall not go into the 
argument with refped to the ideas of feveral refpedable 
men in another kingdom, of giving a right of voting to 
every man in the ftate; it feems not to be the fenfe 
of any individual in the Convention: I ftiall only obferve, 
that Mr. Locke, 4ind other theoretical writers, have laid 
it down as a principle, that one of the great original* 
intentions of forming fociety was the prefervatiou of 
private property. Government, or the forms of legifla- 
tton, were the tieceflary confequence of the afTociation 
of feveral human beings with different ruling paflion& 




id different minds; it therefore feqms not u urea fon able 
that every ma*i who is admitted to a fliare in the go- 
vernment ihoM have part of that, the prefervation of 
which was one of the objefts of fociety, viz. property. 
Taking it, therefore, a^ a fixed principle that property 
is a neceff^ry qualification of an elector, the next en- 
quiry is, what kind of property that fliodd be* Your 
Sub-Cotnmittee have very properly determined thrit the 
kind of property fimuld be landed property, becaufe 
landed property is vifibit--— becaule the proprietor is eafiiy 
difcovered. Upon the broad principle of e;tt ending fran- 
chjfe, I was once of opinion^ that manicd property (houfd 
be a qualification; but monied property is of fo fecret 
arrd fugitive a nature as to elude the provjfions of the 
ilrideft laws which could be framed, and to lay a ground- 
work for the greateft €le8 ion-frauds,^ 1 ant to take for 
granted then, that the qualification of an eleSor ftiouid 
be fanned property. Is not a leafe for years proper-^ 
ty? Is it not vifible property — landed property? — Is it: 
not, in many inflrances, a more valuable property than a 
leafe for life ?-^What is the value of a leafe for one hun-. 
dred years, compared with a leafe for life ? — What price: 
wooid a reverfion, after one hundred years, bear at mar- 
ket ? — Shall the perfon who has fnch a reverfion in fee,, 
and a rent of fifty Ihillings, vote far a Member of Par- 
liament, and fliall not the leflee himfelf, the perfan m 
pofTelfion of the ground^ vote, thong )i he may have a 
profit rent of rooA per annum. 1 fliould not fcniple' 
to aflert, that fuch an CKclufion is unconftitutionali the 
fpirit of the Conllitution was, that landed property ihauld 
be reprefented. Here a quellion naturaily occurs; — if 
landed property ought, by the Conflitution, to he repre- 
fented, why has it fo long been unreprefented ?-r--To ex- 
plain this, it will be neccfTary to go into the legal hif* 
tory of leafes for years. Originally leafe s for years were 
granted only for a very fhort time, the It-fTce was con-.-, 
fidcred in no other light than as the bailiff or receiver \ 
of the freeholder; therefore the intereft was of little 
value. In the next place, the intereft was precarious, 
and the ItCCov^ by fuffering a feigned recovery, may at 
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any time have put an end to the leafc: It would ther 
[fore be to give a right of voting ro a mere tenant at 
;wi[l> a perfon whofc eleftive exiflence depended upon the 
' oprice of his landlord. But a very great alteration has 
taken place; — by 33 Hen, VIII. chap. it. a leffee for years 
k protefted in his iiitereft againft his landlord, and his 
property is now flable and permanent. The reafons 
ar excluding a leffee for years from voting have ceafed, 
^aod therefore the exclufion itfelf fhnuld ceafe. But an 
obje^ion has been made^ that this would be too great 
an innovation. When reafon and the fpjrit of the Con- 
fttcution point ftrongly to any object, I fee nothing 
alarming in the fuppofed charge of innovation :^but to 
fatisfy even the fcrupulous politician who would, perhaps^ 
ilart at a law to have the royal affent given to bills in 
good plain Englifti, in/lead of being given in a Jargon 
which every language difowns, 1 will give a precedent. 
In counties no man could be impanndled on a jury wha 
had not a freehold ;— the wifdom of the legillature faw 
no reafon why a teafeholder fhould not be capable; and 
therefore, ftat* 29 Geo* IL chap. 6. enafls, that a leafe- 
holder whn ha^ 1 5 years to run^ and has a profit rent 
of 15/, per annum, fliould be capable of being a juror; 
and what is very remarkable, the fame aft raifes the 
value of a freehold to 10/* per annum. It' a man who 
has a leafe for years may be intrufled to try the pro-^ 
perty of his fellow citizens, there can be no reafon why 
he ihonid be excluded from voting for a Member of 
Parhament. The mifchief of an improper juryman rnuft 
be much greater than that of an improper eIe£tor.— In 
the one cafe^ he is one of twelve who muil be unani-* 
mous;^ — in the other» Ite may be one of two or three 
thoufand; the majonty of whom will bind the reft* 
A kffee tor years ha? property ^ vifible property, valuable 
jwopxTty i— »-there is no well-grounded reafon in nature to 
exclude him from voting, as he has landed property; — 
there is every Conftitutionai reafon to admit hicn to 
vote ; and as, by the la\*f, he may be a juryman, there 
i« nothing alarming in his being an ele^or, I Oiall there- 
fore give my affent to the motion. 




CONVENTION, If 

Earl of Bfifttil faid, that befert ihe rdjii of Hea, VI 



perfons of any property were allowed to ymej Imi m 
his reigfi the privilege of voting wa^ coiili0ed to peHboi 
poQefTing 40 j. a year, eqyal to 40/- now- that reftoring 
the rights would be re-eClabliihing the amieoc CoiiAitti- 
tion in this poinc; he faid there was an argumenc id 
favour of ihe amcmimcnt^ within Yti^ pirti^ukr know- 
ledge — that it was expeSed that a bill woukl 6e broua:ht 
into Farliameni, to enlarge the power o4" bifliops to m^k< 
Jeafes, and extend it to jr years; and agreeing to this 
amendment, might induce hi;* brethren to fupport that bill 
when it came before them- 

Mr, Fimd oppofed the amendtnent; he faid, tiiat before 
Hen. VL none but freeholders were permitted to vote, 
the words were Libert tenmtcs. That confining tlie right 
of voting to freeholders, might poffibly make the biftiopi 
feek for a power of granting freeholds; he faid, that it 
was the objefl of the committee 10 keep as clofc to the 
Conftitution as was poiTtble. In the committee, he faid, 
be was againfl giving to leafeholders a right oir voting in 
counties: but in decayed boroughs he was obliged to 
feek for eleftors, and you muft take feafc holders as none 
will be found* He faid, that unnecefTary deviations were 
imprudent— that the people of England inftead of feeing 
an armed aflembly deiVoying ancient forms fliould find it 
refpe6:ing and prefer ving them — ^that where the deviatioa 
could not he avoided in rotten borough s, he hati, in the 
committee^ followed the example, and adopted the plan 
of the Britifh Parlianrient in a fimilar cafe, to years ago; 
that of Shoreham, that England can 6nd no fault, while 
we make an innovation in only one nccelTary inflanct^, 
and even in that follow her example,— He explained 
fully and ably the whole proceedings of the Sub-Com- 
mitte^^faid, the great point to be correQed wai* borouglis; 
they propofed freeholders in decayed ones, when juflificil 
by neceifity, btit it was intelligible in counties and ^reat 
cities^ where the tenures were generally very difft^rcui, 
being moftly for 99 years, and could not therefore ea- 
creafe ele^orft much by freeholders only* In counties the 
neccffity did oot remain, they were tolerably free, and 
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the enlargement to them was efteemcd improper; court t; 
ties and boroughs ought lo be kept diftin^. if you ex- 
tend to leafcholders, throughout, you extend the obje^!* 
on. The Right Reverend Prelate who unites thofe 
virtues with many others, faid, it was not innovation to 
extend the right of voting to termers tor years i^i coun- 
ties; he will pardon me i? I differ with him — freeholders 
were the only electors counties ever knew: our principle 
is not to take away, but add franchife, and that only 
were neceffaryj he did not dcfire to fee the power of 
bifliops enlarged, in refpedl to elcfitors, as many people 
did not wifli to extend the influence of the clergy; let 
them, however, if they cboofe, have a power of giving 
freeholds; their tenants then will be lefs dependent* Da 
you think it would ever be popular to diminish the fran- 
chife of eleftors ? You do it by admitting leafeholders 
to vote in towns and decayed boroughs; hut there are 
few Proteftants that have not already freeholds' in coun-- 
ItieSj and you do not exclude them from votes. The 
quedion is this> whether you will agree with your Sub- 
Committee, who have introduced no innovation ? The ene- 
mies of the volunteers, and of your meafurt, are difarmed 
from any poffible obje€iion. This mighty armed body 
have proved fn this instance j as in every other, that they 
were as ' remarkable for inpderation as they were for 
energy. 

The queftion being put pn the amendment, the num- 
bers were, 

(' Aye* *_ •p— 26 

Noes — — 111 

Mr. Daacfm obferved, thafc the noble facrifice made by 
Lord Gharlemont of his borough to the people, was not 
likely to turn out any way advantageous, as the inhabit 
tants of Charlemont and its neighboi^rhood, held their 
lands under the Grown. He Hioiild therefore move afi 
amendnaent, that ** no perfons holding lands under the 
iCrown, Jhuu'd be entitled to vote in city> town, borough, 
' 01 manor." 

A Delegate remarked, that the tenants alluded to» 
yrere tLUaots at will, and therefore were n^t entitled to' 
vote by the old law^ nor by tl|e intended reform* 



4 



CONVENTION. 7^ 



^^" The Honourable Cdond Mass£y» 
H Mr, Berhardj 

■ Lor<! Charlemont^ 

■ Lord Aldborough^ 
B Colonel Flood, 

I Sir Vesey Colclough, Bart. 

■ And then the meeting adjourned illl Tuefdiy n^rDrning, 
I ^t tea oVIock. 

I G£] 

■ *t n 



Tuesday, November 25^ r 785, 



GENERAL Earl Charlemont having taken the Chair, 
the roll being called overj and the niotijon of refolving into 
4 committee of the whole Convention, having pafled^ 
Mr. Brownlow took the Chair, when the ninth refolution 

f being read, 
Refolved, That it is the cpinion ^f this commsUee^ that every 
Protejlant f^ff^jfid tff a kafehaU tntereji in any city, tinxjn^ 
ifffsughf ^r manor ^ (n-^t decayed J u^hirk hath hitherto returned 
Member t tQ ferve in Pariiami^ni^ ur wthin the pretin^s of the 
fomif of the clear yearly value 0/ ten pQmds^ whiih^ at tti 
^iginai creation^ wai for thirty '•on^ yearly or upwards ^ and 
of ^juhich ten years are umxpired^ as per regijlryy hi ent tiled 
i'* v^te in faid city^ ttivm^ hrtiugh^ er mamr. 

Mr* Morris obferved, that by the fpirit of the Confti* 
tution, no perfon fliould be deprived of the right of elec- 
tion, whofe peculiar fituation did not militate agatnft that 
fpirit. Many there were who held only by 21 year leafes^ 
whoft fitiiation aJid chara^Ser intitlcd them to the right of 
franchire. By granting this, an acquifidon of number 
might be gained ; and no reafon had been produced why 
they fhoutd be excluded » He moved an amendment, that 
the word^ ** 31 years/* be expunged from the refoiutioHp 
and the Wordstar year^i," be inferted in itsroom* 

Mr, Newport was againft the amendment i it might in- 
duce bifliops and others to grant ikon leafes ; the tenure 
and tenants would then be more in their power. 

Mr. Edfre^orik objefled to the amendment. He faid, 
the Sub-Committee had confidered the refolutions ma- 
turely, and in that committee they had the powerful affif- 
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defUite : if the latter, tbey^ reduced a borough to be go- 
ycrned by twelve feurgefles, and thereby took away the 
^round of reform ; if the former, they allowed a chance to 
affkiUioo of people, and the choice ought to be out of the 
whole. It did not, he faid, prevent another abuie, which 
too often occurred, thiat of felling a borough to ^ain a 
pelage. He hoped he Ihould never fee the Houfe of 
J^ords crowded with fuch a contemptible race, to the 
difhonour of the pure fountain of nobility ; nor could he 
3;^^ to fiee the Houfe of Commons governed by corrupt, 
ignorant, and unlettered hurgefies. ; « 

The refolution was put, and pafTed in the afHrmative. 

The tenth refblution was read. 

Refolved, That it is the opiniM of tits committee, that 
every frotejlant poffeffed of a leafehold interefl, in any city, 
fown, borough J or manor, f decayed) which hath hitherto re^ 
turned Members tofervein Parliament , or within the precinfls 
eft he fame, vfthe clear yearly value of five pounds, which, at 
its original creation, was for thirty 'One years or upwards, and 
pf which ten years are unexpired, as per regiflry, he entitled 
to vote irifaid city, town, borough, or manor. 

iWr. Bagend moved 'an amendment in this refolution, 
wihicli was, that the words " decayed** and "city,'* be 
Irft out^'.atid in thie rooiri of them be inferted, ^ all thofe 
Intitledtp their freedom by birth, marriage, or fervice.** 
' Mr. 'Meade Ogle (kid^ the whole went to the deibudion 
bf (iharttr^, Would throw corporations into confnfion, would 
create a general disfiranchifement, and was, altogether, 
a dangerous and embarraflrng idea. 

Mr. Bdgenai replied, that as a refidcnt, thofe who now 
Ihoifld come in, were to te poffefled of a forty fhilling 
freehold, or a leafehold as fpecified in the refolution ; but 
bis amemdment muft juftifiably continue a freedom to thofe 
Very drferving part of that commifnity who were intitled 
t^yjbirth, marriage, and fervicc, and whom it would be 
hard to deprive of fudi a privilege. That the Honourable 
^Jeutleman (Mr. Meade Ogle) had brought a plan of re- 
form to jthe Sub-Committee, which he wifhed had been 
adhered to : it was to leave the counties as they are, and 
to put the borou^s on the the lame footing as Drc^heda; 
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fhar he had always the highcfl refped for that gentle- 
man's opinion. 

Earl Bnjh! wjftied the amendment was withdrawn, and 
it might be propofedin arefolution in the General Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Eagfnal withdrew it; and having dropped fomething 
that feemed to glance the word artitmry at Mr. Flood, 

Mr* Stcwiirt (of KillamcNDn) rofc, and pronounced a mod 
animated panegyric on the latter gentleman, and faid, that 
if it had not been for the abilities and affi fiance of thai 
gentleman, they would not have produced the refo lot ions 
as they ftand. 

The clei^enth refolution was then read, 
Refolved unanimonflyj That it is the oplnimsf this mm- 
mittee, thai €very fre^k&idfr offirty pillin^s per mmim^ md 
up^juards^ in any deemed city^ &c, tvAieh hath hitherto return-* 
ed Members to fervi in Farliamefft^ w wthin the precinUi 
of thefanie^ be entitled to ^Ae in (aid ctty^ 3rc* fir ek^ing 
Memheri to ftrve in Farliammt, 

Mr Flo§d movtA that it be expunged, the whole of it 
being contained in the feventh re fo hit ion,— -Expunged 
accordingly. 

The twelfth refolulion was then read. 
Refulvedunanimoufly, ^hat it is the opinion 9/ this com^ 
mittee^ thiit the duration of Parliammts QUght not t& exceed the 
term of three years. 

Mr. Boujfield contended for annual Parliaments inftead 
of triennial, as did Lord AUh9rou^k\ but though Mr. Cullm 
and others clearly proved, that the refolutit^n did not pre- 
clude annual Parliaments, and only went to the neceflity 
of not having Parliaments exift longer than three years, 
yet the qucflion of annual Parhajnents was put and nega^ 
tived; after which Mr. Bousfuld offered to withdraw his 
motion, which, on Mr. Bucket l^% remarking that it was 
informal, the matter dropped. 

Lurd Fitrnham faid, that agreeing to the refolution would 
c reate ^ nd lefs co nf u fto n a n d e x pe n ce , The fir ft ye a r w ould 
be taken up in deciding controverted ele&ions, the next in 
bnfinefs, and the third in canvafling for a future eleQion, 
It would encreafe abfentees, and be hurtful to the Lnduftry 
and mora is of the people* 
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Mr. Hofkftt replied to Lord Farriham, and faid, tha* 
the delay and difficuky of trying ele^ions would decrcafcj 
as the vafue of feats decreafed ; that the tenure of a feat 
in Parliament for eight year?, was equivalent to one for 
life, and was an objc£t of magnitude to gentiemen j but 
for three yeaiii, it would not be worth a contefl, as, in that 
cafe, the value, and confequently the wages of corruption, 
would he fmall : the canvaffing previous to elcQions would 
decline alfo for the fame reafons. He faid, the nuble Lord 
wiflied to confine the Convention to matters relating to 
eleflions only; but he thought Parliament required their 
attention as much as boroughs ; that if Parliaments fliould 
continue to be what they have been^ it was of no con- 
fequence how ele^ions fliould he condu8:ed : that iliorten- 
ing their duration would make them attend to the people 
and to their duty ; that the venality of Parliaments had 
almoft laid the empire wafle ; and that the great objeS 
of their delegation was to correfl it as far as this kingdom 
was concerned: that the fources of that venality were im- 
pure and unequal ele&ions in the country, and corrupt 
influence in Parliament ; both of which were objeQs for, 
the confideration of the Convention, 

Lord AidhrQugh^ as an argument for the neceflity of 
annua! Parliaments, faid, that tt was the right of the 
dehors to vote a ne^ Houfe of Parliament once, at leaft, 
in every year; becaufe when a Parliament continues for 
a longer term ihzuone feffion, thoufands who have attained 
to man's eftate, fince it was ele^ed, and are therefore 
entirltd to enter into their bcfl inheritance, the aSual 
cjcercife of their ele&ve franchife, are, in that cafe, un- 
juftly denied their right, and excluded from freedom. 

Mr. Newport remarked, that one argument of the Noble 
Peer ftill remained unanfwered ; and that was the threat 
of abfentees and peers* He hoped, this very affertion 
would enforce the neceflity of a reform j the firft, who 
never ren\ained in the kingdom but to difgracc it, and 
never left it but to exhauft it, could not become objeQs 
of regret to their couBtrymen ; and as to the latter, they 
vould hecome the more refpe^able, as peerages could 
not, in future, be brought fo cheaply to market. The king- 
dom had been, he faid^ too long fatally over-run With 
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fcaihawsj the ariftocraticai evil!* who ftalltedover the land, 
to the deftrLj6lion of the rell of the community. The 
fame language was held out at the time of paifing the 
(j^enial bill; but time has proved with how Uttle foun- 
dation. As to the inconvenience thrown out about can- 
vaffmg, he hoped to fee the day, when the C^nftitution 
would be on fo equitable a footing, that no men could 
leave the temptation of canvaffing from rmifter, but fronei 
honourable motives, 

Mr. Morris fa id, the oftner the power of eic^Ion revertr 
cd to the cpnftituents, the more eager the reprefentativje 
would be to obey his conftituents. The expence would 
becoine Icfs, aqd by taking away temptation, bribery 
^wouid ceafe, 

Mr. G, Ogle faid, he was an advocate for the odennia! 
bill, that he had uot received the inftrudions of his con- 
ilituents (the freeholders of the county of Wexford)^-that 
he thought he had no right to vote on this queftion till 
he received their inftruftions, and ftiould retire till the 
queftion was difpofed of. Four or five Members of Par- 
■ liament upon the fame principle followed Mr* Ogle, when 
Mr. Cart^ rofc and declared, he thought it his duly to 
deliver his fentipients then. He did not know whether 
his conftituents would fend him any iaftrudtions ; but as 
he then flood, he would ftick by hi& own opinion — he would 
vote for the prefent refoiution , but when in the difcharge 
of his duty in Parliament, if he received iiiftruftions to 
take a contrary p^rt, he hoped he fhould not be accufed 
of inconfiftency, as he fliowld then only fpeak the will 
of his conffituents. 

Counfellor Bhjfet entered aWy into the hiftory of thoft 
innovations on the Conftitution, which made a Parlia- 
fnentary Reform fo neceflary. 

The refoiution being put, it pafled unanimoufly- 
Reverend Mr. Brwri?,— He rofe as a Delegate from the 
province of Ulfter, begged on their part as a boon, that 
the mode of giving fuffrage at ele<^icms ihould be by ballot, 
and not viva voce. If gentlemen did but confider the un- 
due influence ufed on ele&ions in the northern counties, 
they muft fee how well founded was the application. The 
landlords confidered the tenants of fmail fret:holds as th^ir 
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property, and thought they had a right to bring them to 
market as they pleafed. Whenever thefe honeft men 
dared to be virtuous, oppreffion was fure to follow their 
difobecTience : they found themfti^^s therefore under a 
neceifity of facrificing their virtue to the nrandates of kn 
ariflocracy, or of being opprefled : he therefore movedy 
that the words ** viva voce, and not/* be expunged out of 
the refolution now read. 

It was well known, that in every j(harp cooteft in the 
northern counties it was the virtue of the 40/. freehblders 
gave a decided vi&ory againft ariftocratic influence ; it was 
therefore but juft to provide for their fecurity. It would 
aifo prevent animofities and troublefome and expeaiive 
canvaifing, where no candidate could be fure the condition 
cf his bribe would be fulfilled. 

Mr. Nnvpoh faid, as he changed his opinion on the pre- 
fentfubjedfince it was agitated in the Sub-Comtnittee^ be 
thought it neceflfary to explain the ground on which he 
did fo. He had fince then applied himfelf more particularly 
to the affairs of Geneva. He found that the people had de- 
manded fuffrage by ballot, in place of the old mode vivm 
voce. The denaand wa^ granted.— They intended thfs 
but as a prebde to other demands which were refiftcd.-*- 
They began to murmur, when one of their wifeft leaders 
perfuaded them to remain contented, afliiring them that 
the point they had already gained, would by filent opera- 
tion induce every other dcfirable objeS; the event juftified 
his predidion; from that day forward the democracy 
grew flronger in proportion, as the ariftocracy declined; 
fo that the other party found they could not maintain 
themfeives in even the ihadow of power, without the 
introduftion of a foreign force; this foreign force was 
introduced, and furrounded the walls of Geneva; and yet 
fuch Was the efitd of ballot, fome queftions favoura- 
ble to the ariflocracy were negatived by a majority of 
1 200 to aoo. He would therefore vote for the amend- 
n:ent. 

The BUhop oS perry faid, he was always an advocate 
for the mode by ballot ; it was ufeful, but he feared imprac* 
ticable ; the lef!^ clogged they fent it to Parliament the 
better^ though after the pills we daily fee that body 
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Twallowr, he thought no univerfal remedy ^ be it ever fo 
unpalatable, could be too hard for digeftion. 

Mr. Flood agreed with tlie noble Earl as to the imprac? 
tibility of the mode by ballot, but not as to its utility. 
Geneva had been reforted to for precedents, but precedents 
from Geneva proved nothing. Geneva was not to be 
compared for extent, for the numbers of its inhabitants, 
or frr confequence to Ireland. Their diflferent fituations 
required diflFerent modes of eleftion. The government 
of Geneva was ' democratical, that of Ireland mixed. 
Ballot might be ufeful in democracy, but would any man 
therefore fay, it was ufeful in a mixed Conftitution. It 
was not born with our laws-— it ^yas not born with our 
Conftitution. The fuflFrage by ballot was always followed 
by the ruin of the ftatc that admitted it. Geneva, Rome, 
and Sweden are inftances ; ballot in thefe ftales had been 
introduced in times of open corruption. How infufficient 
a remedy it has been need not be now told. When a man 
has not virtue in his heart, any precaution of this kind will 
be vain ; that the people of Ireland are virtuous, he A- 
pealed to the teftimony of Europe, and to their flttin^in 
that Houfe. Why did they fee the nation armed ? Gen- 
tlemen had talked a good deal of the ballots of Romulus- 
Romulus to be fure was a flout, was a ftrong, nay, if they 
pleafed, a wife man ; but he was not a rich man. Ballots 
had not been invented in the days of Romulus; they had 
their rffe fome ages after, and owed it to the author of the 
Agrarian law. Bat then corruption made its firft ap- 
proaches. Ballot was not only adopted in the legiflative, 
but alfo in the judicial proceedings ; how hurtful they were 
in the one, the ruin of that mighty empire that foon 
followed, fufficiencly witneffes. Would any map com- 
pare the verdiSs of our juries, which are given viva vocf, 
to thedecifion of their judges, whom every man knows to 
have been corrupt beyond imagination. It had been faid 
that the 40/. freeholders were under the controul of their 
landlords; but he could not fubfcribe to that opinion. 
There was no part of the nation whofe breafts were filled 
with a brighter flame of patriotifm. The gentlemen in . 
fupport of this amendment had argued, it would prevent 
animofities between families — ^it might be fo; but for ani« 

O 
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hiofity, it fubftit^ted mean fiifpicions and jealbufies, and 
fubjefted mert tb the breach of their promifes. He wouH 
Vote agiainft thfe amendmciit. 

Reverend Mr, Bhtce^ in anfwcr to Mr. Flood, faid that 
their fitting there was .n6t owing to the virtue, but origi- 
iiated from the c<:^rrupti6n, which prevailed in the nation, 
ind Was the ftrongeft argument that could be adduced in 
iupport of his atbendment. 

After a defuftory cortverfation, the queftion was put, 
When there were for the amendmt'nt 

Ayes, — — 1 

Kbes, -^ -i- 1 1 9 

Lord Ch'arleftt&ht refuitted the Ch^ir. 

Adjourned. 

I'HuasDAr, November 27,1783. 

EARL Charlemont having taken this Chair, and the toH 
called over as lifual, 

\ motion was made, ** That it be recommended to 
pafs an aft, that all fach revenue officers as were ex- 
cluded by the laws of England, (hall ialfo be excluded in 
this kingdom^ from voting at ele&ions for niembeTs to 
ftrve in Parliament."*'* 

Mr. S/ifwjr/ (of Killamoon) oppofed the motion, on th^ 
idea that elcSion laws Would be formed, ind this mat- 
ter might be 'with greater propriety included, than at 
preifeik. 

Kir. iVif'w^^^r/ judged' the motion made to be a matter 
of no finall importance. Men whofe immediate depen- 
denqe for bread refted on the fuperior officers bf the crowti^ 
Aoutd not be thfoWn into the fcale of eleSion, to outweigh 
the intereft of thofe who ftood upon the grouhd bf candotiif 
and independence, tt fell. within his own knowledge, in 
SI particular counly, (Watcrford) where ftich undud 
injuence was made ib operate, and produce the inoft mif- 
(^ievous effeSs to the freedom of eleaion. The wifdom 
of another country had felt this injury, and did not fail tb 
supply fuch a reniedy as furnifhec) this natibn with a powtr- 
ful qfiptive for JFollo'wifig the example. 
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Mr. LjJtcTy though he oppofed the mode, perfefily coin- 
cided in the principle ; but there was a time for bringing 
it forward with much more propriety than the prefent. 
He conceived that that meeting was not convened for the 
purpofe of difquahfication. It was their bufinefs to draw 
the great outlines of a reform, but to leave the inveftiga- 
rion and the arrangements of minuter parts to another af- 
fembly. The matters that they had already determined 
on, in regard to regiflry and refidence, could not be ranked 
under the head of difquahfication ; becaufe, on the con- 
trary, a neceflary compliance gave all the means to qualify. 
He need not obferve to gentlemen, how precious theif 
time was, and how urgent the occafion. The order of the 
day had a claim upon their attention, prior to any new 
matter ; and it was for fuch reafons he requefted the poft- 
poningofthe prefent motion. 

Mr. /Vooi fupported the fame opinion. The order of 
the day was the fubjeS that cariie with propriety before 
them. The prefent motion might be agitated at another 
time, but the agitation of it then was totallyinformal. 

Sir Edward Newenham gave notice that he had a motion 
of importance to make, after the report (hould be gone 
through. 

Mr. Bagenal moved, that all Proteftants, as well foreign- 
ers as others, who are merchants, artifans, or otherwife 
ikiiled in jmy trade, or in working any manufadure, who 
fliall ^ome into, or who have or fliall have ferved appren- 
ticefhips to any trade, or obtained their freedom by birth 
or marriage, in any town, borough, or manor, which 
hath hitherto returned members to (erve in Parliament, of 
within the precinfts that fhall be allotted to the fame, 
ihould, upon requeft made, and upon paynient or tender 
of five (hillings, by way of fine, untp fuch perfon orper- 
fons as are,' or may be hereafter authorifed to admit free- 
men of fuch towns, &c. be admitted freemen, and upon 
jefiding i a calendar months immediately before an elec- 
tion, and, being duly regiftercd, have the privilege of 
voting fpr Members of Parliament for fuch town, and that 
no freeman of any corporation fhall be admitted to vqt^ 
for repr^fcntatives of fuch town, &e. except bg (hall be 
qualifi^^ as jjibov^. 

02 
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Sir Edward Neijjenham remarked, that the motion was 
unneceffary, as the naturalization aft held out all fuch 
advantages already. 

Mr. Lyfter faid, the motion was only to be confideced as 
extraneous matter ; produced nothing but delay, and that 
the order of the day fhould be firft difpofed of. 

Mr. Bagenal thought the claufe he propofed abfolutely 
neceflary, or he would not perfift in it : that he could fee- 
no objeftion to it ; it was no innovation, for it was nearly 
the charter conftitution of feveral boroughs at prefent ; 
but it was neceflary for the freedom of the country. No- 
thing but the tenantry had been mentioned, and tenants 
never can be as free as traders and manufafturer^ ; nor 
could he conceive that it would be a clog on the plan; for 
every proprietor of ?ny part of a borough, and every pro- 
prietor of any part of its precinQs, and every man who had 
land in the neighbourhood, would rejoice to have trade 
encouraged at his door, as well as in cities. But even 
if it was an innovation and a clog, it feemed fo abfolutely 
receflary at this crifis, that he would move it. Ireland is 
not, as of old, an appendage to a mighty nation, who had 
many flaves and many refources, and under whofe proud 
patronage we had protection and exiftence; and however 
unprofitable and precarious they might have been, we 
cannot have the fame from any power in Europe now. 
A freer world is open, and Europe would be a defert, and 
Ireland woutd be the firft deferted fpot, if fhe was not as 
free ; finrcunded by the fea, every flave would watch his 
opportunity of tranfporting himfelf to that region of liberty ; 
for even ifhewilhedto be induftrious, what could induftry 
afford to Haves ? 

If he could be permitted to fay a word on religion, he 
would fay, that religions, as well as trades, qfiuft be en- 
couraged, or this country never could flourifli : but he def- 
paired; even the Genevans were not to have votes out of 
the fcrap of ground that they had been fo long e^pefting ; 
furely we ought to endeavour to obtain toleration for 
Proteftant manufaSurers — we could never have enough of 
them. 

On a motion of Mr. JVillsy the following refolution was 
propofed, and leave given that faid refolution fliould be re- 
furred to the General Committee : 
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T^hat m freeman of any decayed y mean^ or depopulated city^ 
fSc. which hath hitherto returned Members to ferve in 
Parliament y fball vote on ek^ions for Members to ferve in 
Parliament y unlefs he fball have attained his freedom by birth^ 
ferviccy or marriage^ or unlefs he fhall have been an a^ual 
trader or manufa^urer during the period of tivehe months 
previous to the day of the tefl of the writ^ as per re^ 
g'f^ry. 

Mr. Bagenal faid, that he wifhed to have got fomc- 
thing more, but was very well fatisfied with the amend- 
ment, and wUhed the claufe he propofed fhould be 
expunged. 

A divifion having enfued^ and the roll being called, 
the numbers were. 

Ayes, -—^ 108 

Noes, — 15 

Convention refolved itfelf into a General Committee, 
Right Honourable William Brownlow in the Chair. 

Fourteenth refolution of the Sub-Committee was then 
read. 

Refolved unanlmoufly, That it is the opinion of this com^ 
mitteCy that any perfon accepting or holding a penfion^ dire^ly 
wr indirectly y other than for lije^ or the term of twenty-one 
yearsmat the leajl, be rendered incapable of fitting in Parlia^ 
ment, 

Unanimoufly agreed to. 

Fifteenth refolution was read. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this com^ 
mitt^e, that any Member of the Houfe of Commons holding a 
penfion^ dire^ly or indiret^fy^ for life or the term of twenty- 
one years ^ or upwards J do vacate his feat^ but be capable of 
re-ele^ion. 

Mr. Bagenal declared that he would oppofe thefe laft 
refolutions, as they fent men clogged to Parliament . with 
too many particulars, and required very much to be 
fimplified. 

Mr. Lyfier faid, he could not refrain from obferving 
on thofe conftant motions, and oppofition of gentlemen 
to every propofition^ that they evidently meant to over- 
tivq the bufinefs of the ^n^eting. He would fuppofe 
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himftif a minifter, (a circumftaoce which in the line of 
probability could never happen) and h^ would fuppof^i 
that minifter a very corrupt one, and if this minifter 
intended to overturn the liberties of a people, and employed 
his worft emiflaries for that purpofe, nothing could' be 
adopted to anfwer that end more effeSually, than by 
conftant oppofition, and unremitting prccraftination. 

Fifteenth refolution unanimoufly agreed to. 

Sixteenth refolution was read, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That it is the opinion of this cpm^ 
mittee, t/kit any Membir of the Houfe ofC^mufons accepting oftf 
place of profit under the Crown ^ do vacate his feat^ but bf 
capable of being re^ele^ed. 

Agreed to. 

Seventeenth refolution was then read. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ that the 
following oath be sdmini^ered td each Member of the Houji of 
Commons^ and by kirn taken before ke takes his fe^t ;. 

•< I, A. B* erf do fwear, that I have not 

by myfelf, nor have I by any other perfon for me, or 
at my define or coft, or with my knowledge^ or confent^ 
cr approbation, given meat, drink, entertainment, or pro- 
vifiOD, employment, place, money, or other value, reward, 
or confideration, direfltly or indireflly, nor any obligation, 
or promife for employment, place, or other value, re?- 
ward, or confideration, to any perff^n or perfons whomfo- 
ever, for any expences of any kind whatfoever they 
may have been at, to induce hi(n or them to vote, or 
to forbear to vote for me or any other perfgn, or to 
procure for me, or any one elfe, the vote or intereft of 
any perfon; and that I will never direftly or indireAly, 
fulfil any engagement or promife, entered into by any 
perfon whomfocVer, relative to the giving any meat, 
drink, entefuinraent, or provifion, employment, place, 
money, or other value, reward, or confideration to any 
perfon for having voted for me, or procured a vote for 
me or any other perfon, at the ; late eleSion. And 1 do 
further folcmnly (wear, that I /^^iH • not fuflfer any perfon 
to hold any penfioi), or any place of profit under the 
Crown, or accept of any f^im oi inoney lA truftforme. 
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tut for my ufe ©r behefir, or for the ufc and benefit of 
any of my family^ whilft I fhall ferve as a Member of 
this Parliament. 

And I do moft folemnly and fincerely take this oath 
without any cvalion, equivocation, or mental refervation 
whatfocver. So help me God." 

Mr. Hackett thought that the perfon elfefted was riot 
fufficiently bound in refpfeS to giving entertainments; 
he introduced an amendment, that after the word coft 
there fliould be inferted thefe words, ** Or confent ' of 
Approbation, nor has any perfon on tny part to my 
knowledge and belief.*' — ^The amendment agreed to. 

Mr. iVarburton faid the oath was too long, and might 
be brought into a more agreeable form. 

Mr. &Hara did not like the tenor of the oath; it 
looked, he faid, as if gentlemen did not wi(h for a ge- 
neral unaniniity of opinion. He moved, that the words 
" meat, drink, entertairimerit, and provifion,'* be left 
out. 

Mr, Hackett thought the motion ufelefs, a? it had 
been already ena&ed by the legiflature, that no candi- 
date Ihould give entertainments. The oath was calcu- 
lated to fhut up every avenue of temptation, and to 
give purity to the foundation of eleftion. 

An amendment was moved, that the oath fliould 
comprehend the candidate's not giving any meat, drink, 
cntertfiinment or provifion, &c. pending the eleSion. 

Mr. Stewart, (of Killamoofi) faid it might be urged 
with apparent juftice, that it would be very hard on 40/. 
freeholders to go a great length of Way without dif- 
charging their expences; but fuch a murnniur was re- 
moved, by the very fpirit of the {)refent reform bringing 
the eleSion almoft to their dwellings. One happy re- 
flexion would enfue to the eleftor, at leaft, that by put* 
ting a lunch of bread and a piece of cheefe in his poc- 
ket, he could give his free fiiffrage without leaving the 
intemperate meal of venality in hi3 ftomach, or the fling 
of perjury to ifBiGt his confclence. 

Lord famham thought it woiild be hard to compel a can- 
didate to Ihut his doors againft a friend, if it Ihould happen 
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to be in or about the time of cleftion, A gentleman miift 
become inhofpitabley or incur the danger of being con- 
viQed of peijury, and rendered infamous in his county. It 
was the motive that damped every aQion vittuoos or the 
reverfe. A man may entertain his friends wi-thout any 
view to vote on an eleSion. If gentlemen whpfe fituatioa 
in life fubjefted them to become candidates for the favour 
of their countrymen, were to be debarred the pleafures of 
focial converfe, he apprehended very few would be found 
to make that facrificc for any honour, be it ever fo great. 

Mr. Croftm was convinced it would deftroy hofpitality, 
the antient and hereditary virtue of this country, if gentle- 
men were prevented from receiving their friends, becaufc 
there was a probability they would one day become candi- 
dates for the public favour. He thought it hard that poor . 
freeholders who came to eleS a reprefentative fhould, 
through apprehenfion of corruption, be fuflfered to want 
their dinner on that account. He would oppofe any re- 
foluticn that tended to impofe hardfliips on them of that 
nature. 

Mr. Edgtworth objeQed to that part of the refolution, 
and faid that when thefe refolutions came before the Con- 
vention, he- fliould vote againft the whole of this refolu- 
tion.' 

Mr. Cullen warmly fupported the refolution as it now 
flood. The legiflalure has not fufficiently guarded againft 
thofe evils; giving entertainments was the bane of elec- 
tions ; it militated againfl the original fyftem, and it (hould 
be our objed to bring back, as near as pofEble, eledions 
to their original (imple mode. He faid, accepting enter- 
tainments demonflrated the approbation of the eledors of 
the public vices of their members. 

Mr. Newport liked hofpitality ; he liked hofpitality from 
principle^ and not from the defire of gaining a vote. He 
would contribute, as far as in him lay, to put an end to 
every hofpitality that had % tendency to corrupt the morals 
of the people. It had been argued againft triennial par- 
liaments, the expence they would put gentlemen to. Thefe 
that argued fo, were now the advocates for expence laid 
out for a corrupt purpofe, that of influencing the eledcrs 
to give their fufirages^ not to the man that would be likely 
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to fcnre them with integrity, but to him who had, perhaps, 
no other qualification but corrupt principles, and a fortune 
that could afford the means o^ debauching the underftand* 
logs of the people. 

Mr. Bhjftt was of opinion that the motives of thefe 
entertainments were in order to gain votes. It was the 
motive that ftamped them with their proper chara^r. As 
the law now flood, if any candidate gave entertainment 
after the left of the writ of fummons, it would vacate the 
dedion. Committees would judge, and have judged it 
(b. He concluded with declaring he would vote agaiuft 
the amendment. 

MT.CyHarM contended it would be laying great difEcuU 
ties on candidates; that they could not with a fafe con^ 
fdence, at any time even admit a friend into their houfes, 
left afterwards they might be indided for peijury. He 
drew fome other arguments from the fcruples gentlemen 
of this defcriptton might entertain. 

The quefbon being put, ** That meat, drink, enter- 
tainment, and provilion (land part of the refolution," 
Ayes, — — 122 

Noes, _ _ 5 

Colonel Maffey declared, he never gave in perfon, or 
knew to be given on his account, one (ixpence, to induce 
any eledor to give him his fuffi-age ; but he thought it 
imjuft, that, becaufe a gentlenian might one day be a 
candidate, he ihould therefore live fecluded from fociety, 
as it were^ in an enchanted caftle. The confiniug this 
reflriftion to the time generally ufed in the arts of cornip«> 
tion would, in his opinion, anfwer every defirable pur- 
pofe. He would therefore move, that immediately after 
tfat word ** elediou," be added the words, " from the 
teft of the writ of fummons, to the clofe.of the ele&ion.'^ 

Mr. Stephens faid, a reward was ftill a reward, be it 
under what name it would.— A maaorho had determined 
to purchafe a feat in Parliaoient, and was prevented by 
any eftablilhed regulation to give money, might, at any 
time previous to the eleSion, fend 2000/. worth of beef 
or claret, or any thing elTe that would fell for 2000/. as 
^e money itfclf. 

P 
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Tbe amendment was tbec pnt, and pafied in the 
fltatfve. 

Mr. Hackrtt moved, thai the words ** reward or em- 
ployment,** be inferted after the word ^penfion.''*— Pa&d 
isillu; negative. 

Major Moore propoTed an amendment at the end of the 
>7th l&ne^ in thcie words, ^ dot did not fioce my deftiGo^ 
0[ u any time antecedent, nor will I hereafter folfil,^ ii:c 
Agreed to. 

Mr. Rociff afttr lamenting the injnrics oSered to Upt 
franchifes of the different counties, by the p rocur a tion of 
numbers of hardened viikins, who fen* fome fniaB hribe^ 
were fuborsed to fwear themfelves fneehcdders, and well 
known by the name of bucks; moved, that a daslc 
^uld be inferted in the oath to be taken by the candidate, 
purporting that ^ he had not offered any one to be polled 
wfbo was net in bib (the candidate's) opinion at that tiine 
a real eiedor.^— ^Pafled in the affirmative nnanimoofly. 
- Mr. BwsfieU propofed the following ameodmeaty ^ And 
I do ftir^her f<4emnly fwear, that I have not accepted fiace 
the teft of the writ^ nor will I accept, nor fofl^ any per- 
fon to accept for me, any fum of money^ or to hotd any 
penfion, or any place of profit under the Cr<mm, in truft 
for me, or for my ufe and benefit, or far tbe ufe and bene- 
fit of any of my family, with my confent or approba- 
tfon^ direSly or indirefily, whilft IfhaBferveas aMenw 
lier of Parliament.'*—- Affreed to. 

Mr. Hackett then moved a further amendment, in thefe 
-words— ^ And that I will never give a vote in Parliament, 
4)r decline giving a vote, nor abfent myfelFfirom Parliament, 
111 confider atioii o{ reward or benefit, either in pofleflloo or 
^xpeQancies^ to nryfelfj or any other perfba -^hemfoever 
--Jbut, that I will, ^on all occafions in Parliament, give 
my vote according to the true interefl of thi« kingdom, to 
the b^d of my j u<^^mc«t." 

This amendment was objeded to ; and on the queftion 
being put, there were, 

kyttf for agreeing to the amendment, 57 
Noef| againft it, -^ ^---62 

The refolution, with the feveral amendments^, w^ ^to 
put, and paflfed in the affirmative. 
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The iSthandlad rffojutiot* was then read. 

R efo 1 V ed 1 1 n a n i m o l ft y , I'hat it u ih opmim ef t&h tomf 
mittee^ that my perjm comifird nf per jury hy e jury, reiativ- 
ta the ahove aath^ be rettdend incapahie of ever fitimg m thi 

Unanimoufly agreed m. 

Mr* Edge%mrth rofe, a /id after faying a few words, gave 
noEice of his [ntencion to oppofe the whole oath before the 
Grand Convention, hut on account of the Jatenefs of the 
hour (it being near three o'clock) would defer it till to- 
morrow. 

It was then nacved^ thir the Chairman do report. >- 
Convention refumed. 

After Mr, Bro^nitnv had reported the proceedings of 
the Grand Committee, 

Sit Edward Newenkiim faid, he was fur e that his motion 
would not occafion any divifion, or fo many amendment! 
as had been this day made to other motions^ A biM of 
reform has been long a favourite objeS of mine; I agitat- 
ed that qucftion before any public body of men adopted it; 
I Was its friend in the days of its adverfiiy; in the prefenr 
Parliament I gave notice of my intentions to lirmg it for- 
ward, but would not, until the fenfe of this Convention 
was known ; every day convinces me more and more of the 
abfolute neceffity of a reform, either by a more equal rc- 
prefentalion of the people, or hy an effcdual place-bill; 
we have feen thofe whom we fuppofed the (launch-friend* 
of this nation and ha liberties, defcrt their ranks, and fi^t 
under the banners of our enemies, and they have proved 
the moft oppreflive of our advcrfaries ; I now rejoice to fee 
my favourite obje^ nearly brought to maturity, under the 
aufptces of the moft magnai;imous, independent,atid virtuous 
body of men that ever adorned this or any other country, 
men defied by the free voice of their conAituents, not hke 
feme members of a not her place, who pure ha fed their feats; 
our conftituents are freemen; they did not receive any 
pecuniary profit for returning us to this Convention. When 
I look around me, 1 feel every fenttment of refpeS and 
Veneration ; it is a proud day to me to have be^n honoured 
with that tjufl; I am grateful to the ti Out of la corpi 

P a 
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that delegated me— my fole t)bjea for thefe 30 years, has 
been the public good, and I will not betray the truft. 

The welUmeant ambition of an individual, though ex- 
erted for the public fervice, muft yield to public utility ; 
for my part, I am not bleffed with abilities to combat the 
hoft of interefted men that will be found in another place to 
oppofe any fyftem of reform, as every plan of reformation 
muft militate againft a hereditary and fixed ufurpation. 
In making the motion, I intend, be affured, my worthy 
brother-foldicrs and fellow-citizens, that I do not mean to 
defert your caufe ; I mean to add dignity to it, and, if 
poflible, enfure fuccefs ; I will fupport that caufe at the 
hazard of every thing I hold dear — my life « and property 
fliall ever be fubfervient to the good of my country — with 
thefe principles, I believe there is not a man vrithin thefis 
hallowed walls, that will not approve of, my motion ; my 
defence of it is, falus populi fuprema lex eji. 

Mr. Flood has conftantly attended all our meetings ; he 
has given his advice with deference ; by his zeal and abi- 
lities he has united divided opinions ; he has yielded to 
convidion ; thus he has proved an advocate for the reform, 
and an impartial counfellor ; I have watched his conduA 
in another Houfe for a feries of years, and I have divided 
againft him on three or four points— I may have been 
wrong, and he may have erred*; if I was wrong, I repent of 
it ; if he has erred, he has amply repaid his country tenfold 
—the odennial law alone feals his pardon. I now refign my 
prior right to bring in the bill, ^nd therefore move you— • 
' ** That Colonel Henry Flood be requefted to introduce into 
Parliament a bill for the more equal Rcprefentation of 
the People.'' 

^\t Edward ihtn faid, he had one argument more to en- 
force the propriety of his motion ; and that was, when the 
prefent heterogeneous medley of a miniftry, which is com- 
pofed of the pretended friends and avowed enemies of 
liberty, (hould be annihilated, Mr. Flood, would again 
become the minifter of the prince and of the people ; he 
would carry the fame principles into the cabinet, which he 
avowed out of it— he will be a minifterial advocate for a 
Parliamentary Reform | and who fo capable to I'eform 
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Parttament, as he who iimiied the duradan of Parlia- 
ments* 

Colonel y antes Stewart moved an amendmeTit^ hy add- 
ing the name of the Right Honourabte Colonel Willmni 
BrownloWj which Sir Edward agreed to, after paying a juft 
and elegant mark uf refpe^ to the chara£ler of that ilEuf- 
trious fenator. 

The refolution was carried unanimouOy. 

Ajourned till to-morrow< ' 

Friday, November 28, T7S3. 

ABOUT eleven o'clock. General Earl Charlemoru took 
the Chair, — The rofl called. 

Earl BriJIol intimated that a report was prevalent among 
a fee of men for whom he had the highefl regard^ and 
in whofe pohtical principles he had the moft rooted con- 
fidence, that the meflage entrufted to hinij by the com- 
mittee of the Roman Catholics, had not been entered in 
the minutes of the National Convention; that during 
feme days after the meeting of the CoriTention, an 
opinion of this fort had prevailed — through the great 
hurry of bufinefsj but he had fome time ago escamined 
the minutes and found the melTage with which he had 
teen honoured, and which it was his pride to have en- 
truiled to him, faithfully and accurately entered ; — and at 
his Lordihip's defire the mefTage was accordingly read 
from the minutes, and his Lordftiip declared himfelf per- 
fc^ly fatisfied. 

Mr* George Ogk declared he had never received a letter 
from Lord Ken mare on the bufmefs; that he had nut 
done it from himfelf, but merely at the inftance of gen- 
tlemen, who he imagined had been auihorired for what 
he had done. 

Mr. BrQWnkuf recommended to gentlemen, that they 
, would pay attention to order when the report was re- 
ceived, and that no gentleman would fpeak twice on the 
liame fubjefi, except to explain. 

Order of the day read, for taking into conftderatian 
the repor t o f th e G e p cral Co m mi tt ee. T he Secre t ary read 
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the report; the Chairman- then proceeded to read it para- 
graph by paragraph. When the fiift refolution was read. 

Sir W. Ghadowe Newcometiy declared bis great refpcQ; 
for that zffetubly, whc(e public fpirit and moderation muft 
convince all Europe how highly their proceedings were 
marked with wifdom. He could not, he faid, at the 
fame time, reftrain himfelf from felicitating thai aflembly^ 
on the acquifition of abilities and knowledge they had 
obtained in the aid of an Honourable Member, who had 
given his afliftance to form their plan of reform ; but he 
had one objeSion to make to part of the refotution which 
had been juft read, and that was ftipulating that the free- 
hotd of non-reiklefrts muft amount to loL per annum. 
There was not any perfon, he faid, who entertained a 
greater a<verfion fof thofe fort of voters, called, itinerant 
voters, than he did. They were the pefl: of the Confti- 
lation, and (hould accordingly be disfranchifed ; but tliere 
wer€^ many men n^re hoBoural>ly circumftanced,^ who, 
pofieffing little eftates, perhaps froiti fifteen to eighteen 
pound^s in one eouAty, were caHcd by contingency of 
avocation to fomfe oth^r cotfnty. In fiith cafes, he 
thought it -exceeding hard> that (uch perfons, without 
incurring any degree of criminiaUty, fliould bfe deprived 
of their birth-right, elpeciafly, as accordi-Ag to the plan 
ef reform, regiflry was to take place; and as it Was in the 
power of every man to examine into circumftariccs, no 
ill confequence could erifue. The candidate's^ oath, ap-. 
pointed by the reform, was alfo another circumflanoi 
which precluded fuch men from making arty ill ufe of 
their franchife. He fhould therefore move that 20/. be 
expunged, and in the rooni of it be iriferted loL per 
annum, 

Mr. Fkod fatd, thi^ fubjed had been twic^ akeslrfy 
difcuffed. In the Sub-Committee he was of opinion that 
50 (hould be the qualification, and after much debate, 
ft was fixed at 20. In the General GortVmitteci it had 
Rkewife been debated, and agreed on; and if you bfiiij 
it to lo/. Ibme may be for bringing fo low as y. 
There were many circuniftkHces that ^ofe At Ae* laft 
general elcftion, that induced the Sub^GomnhiitUe t« fi* 
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k at %oL for from the beft informadoo, many had polled 
during the lafl general ele^ion, as unpolled freeholders, 
who had ng freehold at all ^ but loA wis a propectjr of 
that fize and magnitude as not to efcape the knowledge 
of thofe who lived in the fame barony with the pofTef- 
for of that property; and as eleflinns were in futtire tci 
he held in baronies, it would totally prevent impraper 
perfons to offer to polL He hoped it would not be 
lowered; it would be attended with inconveniencies. 
If you do not enforce rtfidenee, you do nothing: by 
the original Conftitution of England or Ireland, refidence 
was necertary to entitle a man to vote: it was in times 
of corruption that rcfidence was feparated : we are onty 
reftoring the ancient form. This has been twice folemri- 
ly debated, and he hoped no alteration would be niade 
in this refolurion. 

Sir William Newcomm contended, that the defcripti<>n 
of men he mentioned^ were entitled to be comprehended 
under the intended eictenfion of fufFrage; and that the 
chief comiption in eledions ftoutd be left at the door 
of t he 40 ^. fre e ho ! d ers. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 
And the refolution paffed in the affirmative. 
The fecond refolution being put, Mr, 0*Hara ga?c hia 
diffent; on which Mr. Hacketf fa id, it was neceflTary to 
call the roll for a divJfionj that the public might know 
the refolution met only with one negative*— The mat- 
ter being dropped. 

The third refolution Was put, and paffed unani- 
moufly. 

The fourth refolution being read, " that it is the opi- 
nion of this committee, that the flieriff of every county 
do appoint a deputy, to take the pot! in each barony 
on the fame day.'* 

Counfellor Marrii faid^ that the ancient fabric of the 
Conftitufion flioutd he preferv^d unimpeached, except 
where oeGeflity warranted, was a pofition which he heard 
fupportcd in that aflemhly, with great ingenuity and 
abilities, and which carried conviction to his mind. 
That the refolution propofed was an innovation on the 
Conflitution^ could not all be difputed. It remained, 
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ihereforc, to be coniidercd^ whether nectffity or its in- 
conveniencies authorifed agreeing to it ? Two reafons 
had been urged in fupport of the refolution; the ex- 
pence and delay attending the prefent mode of ele3ion ; 
candidates hot being able to attend each deputy's court 
in the county, muft be put to vaft expence, in em- 
ploying eminent council and agents, to controul the de- 
puty's a^ng wrong, either through ignorance or cor- 
rupt influence. Where the candidate could be perfonally 
prefent, the neceffity did not fp ftrongly exift. If the 
decifion of the deputy was conclufive to the ihertflF, 
then that affembly would confider the difference of opi- 
nion on fimilar points, which might arife by each de- 
puty's making different decifions. By the refolution, 
each deputy was rendered independent of the other, and 
had no connexion; the confequence would be, that every 
unfuccefsfiil candidate would refort to the Houfe of 
Commons for redrefs; which, gentleitaen muft allow^ 
could not dimini0i the expence of eledions. If the re- 
turns were not conclufive to the fheriff, then the flieriff 
would on every occafion, in which he happened to dis- 
agree with the deputy, fend them on new ele&ions, te 
convene the people again, and make new returns, which 
could not expedite eleftions. The county court of the 
flieriff had been for centuries looked up to, as one of 
the palladiums of liberty. Their anceftors were not 
acquainted with that formation of a number of petty, 
private, and fecret aflemblies, which that refolution wouM 
produce, if paffed into a law. They (hould prefer the 
open mode of eleftion, in the fiace of the country, to a 
mode which could not produce any other confequence, 
than diforder and confufion. He therefore was againft 
the refolution propofed. 

Lord Famham faid he voted againft the refolution in 
the committee, but did not infiift on a divifion. The 
refolution could not, therefore, be faid to have pafled 
unanimoufly. 

Mr. Loyd faid, it would be giving too great a power 
to the iheriff — if the fheriff had an attachment to any of 
the candidates;— having the power of appointing fo 
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many deputies, gave him a greater power than the 
Conftitution ever intended he flioiild have. 

Mr. Flood declared, he wiftied to leave that matter 
open for parliamentary difciiiTlon, and he would coincide 
in any matter which could tend to deprive the flieriff 
of that power. A man appointed deputy by the iheriiF, 
with confent of the candidate, could produce no matter 
of difference. It was not a new idea, for it was con- 
flantly praSifed in Yorkfhire. Gentlemen talked of ex- 
pence, but it would operate to the contrary, by the quick 
decifion of the eleSion. A gentleman of the law faid, 
it would multiply employment for gentlemen of his pro- 
feffion; he could not, indeed, but admire the difinterefted- 
nefs of fuch an obfervation from a gentleman of the 
law; but he could obferve, that by carrying on the 
eledion in feven or eight places at one time, inftead 
of increafing it would leflen the expence of eleSions. 
It was remarked, that men unqualified might impofe on 
deputies; to this he would anfwer, that the regiftry of 
twelve months in his own barony, would prevent fuch 
tnnpofition, from' the notoriety of the tranfaftion, and de- 
ter perfons, fo circumftanced, from going from barony to 
barony to give their fuflErages. It was the intent of that 
meeting, he faid, to carry on matters fairly and equally, and 
their duty to put matters on the faireft footing, and, if pofli- 
ble, tofupport the poor againft the oppreffion of the opulent. 
LfOrd Famham and Mr. Morris continuing their oppo- 
fition, the Convention divided, when the numbers ap- 
peared— For the refolution, — • 128 
Againft it, _ — g 
The fifth refolution being read, comprehending an ex- 
ttenfion of franchife to decayed cities, towns, boroughs, 
or manors, ft-om the neighbouring baronies and pariflies. 
Mr. Loyd faid, they fhould be confidered as private 
property: the refolution tended to the creation of new 
^xpences, and depriving one fet of proprietors of their 
*^ight, merely to transfer them to another. 

Colonel Majfey declared, he continued of the fame 
opinion he was in the committee. That this refolution 
"Xvould create a greater ariftocracy than exifted before. 
Xnftead of extending franchife to the 40X. freeholders, 

Q. 
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they fliould rather confine it to that of lo/. and fufFer 
no man to vote under that fum. The adoption of fuch 
a mode would prevent their fending improper perfons 
to Parliament; and this reftridion to.io/. freeholds fliould 
not, he faid, be confined to boroughs, but extended to 
counties at large, on the abolition of the 40/. freeholds; he 
would therefore move for expunging from th& rcfo- 
lution the words ** to the neighbouring barony or ba- 
ronies, parifh or pariflies." 

Mr. Darcy faid, this would be attended with the moft 
fatal effe6^s — as three or four families in general rule a 
county, and it would operate m direct contradiQion to 
the plan in queftion. 

Mr. Flood faid, the whole plan of reform is now be- 
fore you; if you take away from the boroughs and add to 
the counties, you overturn the whole; if you aker it in this, 
you alter the whole — all the refolutions rekr to this; if 40/. 
freeholders are to be fliut out and none but 10/. treeholders 
allowed to I'ote, it would produce an ariftocfacy, and by this 
rule a 10/. freeliolder in the county Cork, might vote tor 26 
men; it is abridging the Conftitution; — confider well the 
meafure before you; if you abohfh your boroughs and en- 
creafe counties no man in England who ever wrote on 
fubjefts of Parliamentary Reform, but points out the 
danger; it will encreafe ariftocracy: he faid, to prepare 
a bill to anfwer all the purpofes will be a great burthen, 
a burthen he will not take upon himfelf alone; the De- 
legates in the different provinces will fend up informa- 
tion here, to extend as the neceflity and circumftances re- 
quire; thefe delegates from local knowledge will advife the 
delegates here, to inftruft the Members— carrying on the 
bill — and not leave it to the dire6tion of interefted 
men; leave the county where it was, and it will be 
better for the boroughs. Is not the Honourable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Maffey) an illuftrious example againfl: the 
weight of his own principle; it will be a diflblution of 
yopr plan. The Sub-Committee after the moft mature 
deliberation adopted it, and if the Convention does not 
adopt it, it will be at fea, it will occafion fears and ap- 
prehenfions in the friends of the reform, it will make its 
enemies rejoice;— let this affembly ftand, as they do ftand. 
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by the rcQituc'e of their condud; let counties remain 
as they were — extend the rights of tranchife to cities, 
take away their bye-laws and reform the boroughs, there 
are the great mans for reformation, let 50,000 armed 
men capable of calling 50,000 more, without the voice 
of &dion, follow up their own principles ; the praSice of 
fen years is a vindication of the principles and moderation 
of this great aflcmbly. 

Mr. Majfcy withdrew his amendment, and the refolu- 
tion was pur, and unanimoufly agreed to. 

Sixth refolution being read. 

Major Moore faid, boroughs would not, in his opinion, 
be fufficienily thrown open in Munfter, unlefs the number 
were augmented from 100 to 150. He could, as having 
th? honour to be conftitmed a delegate from that part of the 
kingdom, fpeak from fome degree of authority. Other 
gentlemen ought to deliver their fentiments of the numbers 
which they might think proper for the different provinces 
they reprefented. 

The Earl of Erijlol was of opinion, to enter into the 
general fpirit of Parliamentary Reform, would be better 
than a too particular difquifition. This matter was to be 
agitated in another affembly ; and there ought fomething 
to be left to their difcretion. The Houfe of Commons 
might think proper to vary the numbers. It wculd be fuf- 
ficientfor the prefent affembly to go to the vitals of reform, 
and leave the refiduc to the gentlemen who were to con- 
duft the bill for that purpofe in the Houfe of Commons. 
Another reafon why the affembly fliould not enter into 
particulars, was, the. little time they had; as it would be 
for the public good they fliould make an end of their feffion 
to-morrow, in order that the bill might be brought into 
the Houfe of Commons to-morrow evening. 

The queftion being put on this refolution, it was una- 
nimoufly agreed to. 

The feventh refolution was then read. 

Mr. JVarburton moved, that after the word " clcSion," 
fliould be inferted, " which may hereafter be created for 
three lives." 

Mr. Blojfet faid, he would oppofe any refolution that 
tended tocontraS the rightof voting— he would be equally^ 
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warm infupport of any meafure, whofe tendency went to 
extend it ; he therefore feconded the amendment. 

Mr. Hackett faid, their plan did not tend to disfranchifc 
any one ; it was not meant to circwmfcribe the rights of 
fuflFrage; on the contrary, it was intended to enlarge it. 
He did not conceive how the amendment propofed was 
calculated to increafe the number of cleftors ; in his idea, 
it would have the contrary efFefl: ; he would therefore vote 
againft the amendment. 

Mr. Flood faid, it was too minute a fubjed for prefent 
confideration ; it (hould be referved for the future regula- 
tion of an eleQion law. If you pufli this reform, a new 
code of eleSion laws will be neceffary. If this reftriftion 
be proper in counties, it will be proper in cities, boroughs, 
and manors. Was againft the amendment. 

Amendment withdrawn. 

The 7th and 8th refolutions were unanimoufly agreed 
to. 

The 9th refolution being read, 

Mr. Flood moved that the words " not decayed,'* be 
expunged. By fo doing the loth refolution would be 
fuperfluous, that an affembly which had the eyes of Europe 
direSed to them, fhould be very careful to have their deli- 
berations not only fraught with dignity, but with propriety 
ofdidlion. The fums which fhould qualify to vote, ought 
to be the fame. 

Alderman ^^rr^ moved that 61 years be fubftituted for 
31 years. 

Mr. Flood thought the worthy Alderman had the city of 
Dublin in his contemplation ; there were many leafes of 
61 and 91 years in it. Certainly Dublin was of fuch dif- 
tindion as to deferve fomething particular to be done for 
it. The amendment was withdrawn. 

The refolution paflTed in the affirmative. 

The loth refolution read. An amendment was propof- 
ed, that 10/. be inferted inftead of 5/. Agreed to; and then 
Mr. Flood obferving, that thefe two refolutions were to the 
fame efFeft, and to avoid inconfiflenciea, he moved, that 
the 9th and loth refolutions be incorporated into one. 
Agreed to. 

The eleventh refolution being read, limiting the dura- 
tion of Parliament to three years. 
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Mr. Bousfield moved, that the words " three years," be 
expunged, and the words " one year," be fubftituted. 

Mr. O'Hera faid, that if this refolution was adopted, they 
muft addrefs for the diffolution of Parliament. An aqui- 
librium ought to be preferved. The Commons had now 
obtained a greater degree of influence than they were ever 
known to poffefs. The people had acquired an unufual 
influence in the Commons. The councils of England were 
now more inconfiftent, and their confequence in this coun- 
try dwindled to nothing. Ireland was become independent, 
and admiuiftrations from another country would not lead 
the councils of the nation as heretofore. He would there- 
fore refift the refolution. 

Major Moore declared, that his opinion with fefpeft to 
thisqueftion had changed by the arguments he had heard 
made ufe of in the Sub-Committee. That he was afraid 
the idea of eleftion would be too much familiarized in the 
mind of the eleftor by annual Parliaments, and that the 
great interefts in counties would be apt to join to fecurc 
alternative eleftions to each other, and to avoid expence. 
This made him incline to triennial Parliaments. 

Mr. UArcy faid, he coincided with the Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. O'Hara) near him, that the Houfe of 
Commons had too much power. They daily fliewed they 
had power to do evil. That was what they wanted to 
remedy. He heartily coincided with the Honourable 
Gentleman, that they ought to be difToIved. He would 
go farther and fay they ought to be docked. They were 
the pafling bells of the expiring Conftitution. The gen- 
tleman faid, Engli(h councils were divided and inconfiftent ; 
thcA no one would deny ; neverthelefs. Lord North poffef- 
fed as much influence in this country now, as the firft day 
he made war in America. But 50,000 armed men, who 
had 50,000 more at their command, would not tamely 
lie down to be trampled on by any minifter. They would 
not abandon their dekgates, let their delegates then fpeak 
out., Let them not tamely acquiefce under an ufurpation. 
They were the reprefentatives of the people, whatever 
another fet of men may pretend to be, which fet of men 
would be brought to a fenfe of their duty. 

Mr. Bousfield's amendment withdrawn. 
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On the qucftion being put on this rerolution, there 
were. 

For agreeing to it, — 121 

Againft it, — — 2 

At this time Lord Farnham and two other delegates quit 
the room ; and fome exprefllon of Mr. Maffey's having 
dropped, that gentlemen fliould not be intimidated, it 
brought up the Earl of Brifto!. 

Earl oi Brijlol faid, My Lord Charlemont, I beg your 
indulgence for a few moments ; an expreffion dropt from 
a gentleman near the chair, that imputed an intention of 
intimidating members of this Convention by calling for* 
the roll : had the ioiputation come from an ordinary quar- 
ter, it would have galled me, but coming from a gentleman 
for whom I feel ihe moft cordial refped, I own it has 
corroded my mind. My Lord, judging from my own fecU 
ings, I cannot believe that any member of the National 
Convention can be intimidated from declaring his fenti- 
ment, or publishing his declaration. 

It was my fate fome days ago to rank in a minority of 
26, diffen ting from a majority of more than 100; perhaps 
it was my misfortune todifFer in opinion from fo refpec- 
tablc a majority, and from a majority of fuch refpedable 
perfons, but, my Lord, it was my pride to have afferted 
my fentiments, and no power on earth could intimidate me 
from publilhing them. 

Twelfth refolution, with two diflenting voices, agreed 
to; 13th, 14th, 15th, and i6th refolutions were unani- 
rooufly agreed to. 

Mr. Flood faid, as the bufinefs would be finiflied to- 
morrow, he hoped gentlemen would attend— .as he would, 
on to-morrow, move in the Houfe of Commons for leave 
to bring in the bill — and to add dignity to their meafures, 
he hoped they would remain in folemn aflembly till he 
came back from the Houfe. 

Convention adjourned till to-morrow* 

Saturday, November 29, 1783. 

EARL CHARLEMONT having taken the Chair 
with the ufual ceremony, and the refolution and oath being 
read. 
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Mr. Meade Ogle oppofed the refolution, and a converfa- 
tion arofe about the propriety and utility of adopting any, 

Mr. Cullen nnoved, that the refolution preceding the oath 
do run amended \n the following manner: 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee y that an ai" 
ditional oath is neceffaryy and that the following oath be ndminif" 
tered to each Member of the Houfe of Commons ^ and by him, 
tffken before he takes his feat ^ 

Mr. Roche wifhed to know why 40,000 ele&ors fliould 
be (hackled with oaths, while 300 were fuflFered to rua 
wild for want of a curb ; that by experience it was found 
neceflary to preferve even the appearance of common ho- 
nefty among men j he therefore would moft heartily fecond 
the motion. 

Mr. Edgeworth faid, he rofe in the committee to objeft to 
the oath. I think it ufelefs to propofe it to a man of ho- 
nour, and to a man without honour, no tie can be binding. 

Mr. Lyjier objefted to the oath in every ftage. We had 
experience, fays he, of the imprafticability of fuch tics. 
In the Sub-committee one of the principal objeftions to it 
was, the confiderati<>n of the inefficacy of fuch obligations 
in England. I diflike oaths of enumeration, for every 
thing not enumerated is tacitly confented to. It is alfo too 
long, becaufe, before the laft part is repeated, the begin- 
ning will be forgot. The facultiei of mankind require 
more retention for the adoption of;fuch an oath, than they 
generally poflefs. I acknowledge the tranfcendeni power 
of this affembly; yet, changing the properties of the hu- 
man mind, is one of thofe things bfeyond their grafp. 

Mr. Edgeworthy ir. explanation, faid, he objeSed to the 
principle of oaths in general, becaufe he thought them in- 
fufficient, and deftruftive to the morals of the people. The 
colledion of the revenue fully evinced the infufficiency of 
oaths. Did it not exhibit a continued fcene of perjury and 
depravity of manners ? In England no member is admitted 
to his feat in the Houfe of Commons, till he takes the qua- 
lification oath, of 600I. a year for counties, and 3O0I. for 
cities and boroughs. But how, faid he, is this evaded ? By 
a collufive and evafivc bargain. The candidate buys land, 
for which he pafles a bond with a fevere penalty, if he does 
not, when the occafion of qualifying no longer cxifts, give 
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up the land on receipt of his origimil bond. But harm fide 
is ever part of the oath, yet brcaufe the frequency &inili- 
ariies it, men arc want to overluok fuch obiiacie;^. Men 
w:Il rake it, who would not in their private dealinga 
Ceil even a lie, to ^ain any po^lble advantage. All 
the ins'enuirv of man cannot prevent an oath, from be- 
ing evadeih The prcient oath i?» very ftrong-, fo are 
manv others, that are evaded. What makes oaths effi- 
cacious, is carfy impreffion ? When aji oath is ef quaft- 
ficatfon, and not cf cooicience, all ihamc and fear, the 
two great fon&ocs of oaths, vaniih. Gentlemen have 
ford, it is cruel to make a poor 40s. freeholder fwear, and 
let his repreientarive ^Si as he pleafes, without the forma- 
Ety of an oath : but he faid, he would take away that tuo, 
and to fupply ita place, woiJd fobftitHte regiiiry and reii- 
cfence ; then the refpcSivc friends of the diflFcirent candi- 
dates, affifEed by the records of the county, would take 
care Co prevent every one from voting, who was not a real 
eledor :— The propagation of oaths was the propagatioa of 
perjury. If the higher ranks of the people had once in- 
troduced a cuA^m of evading them, it would, like every 
other evil cuilom, dcfcend, ftiH corrupting the manners of 
the mukitudc- Perjury would be introduced into eIe6lton 
mad piaicial proceedings : no belief would longer exift be- 
t\veen nun and man, and the bonds of fociety would be 
r^hixed, and iaS\ to the ground. 

^[^. Bayfield, faid, the mtdtiplication and evaflon of oaths 
WIS juiHy complained of, and deferved reJrefs, but this 
wus not the cafe that deferred it ; it was this that would 
reracve the fourcc from which perjury had flowed, and un- 
ki^ removed, would continue to flow into many channels. 
Ir^ fays Im^ qui iives, if our liberties, if our properties are 
liable to be £fpo(ed of by oaths, what ohje^lion can be 
maJ« to propcfing them to canditates > The confHtutions 
cf a!l the countries he was acquainted with, required oaths ; 
m^jcfly itfeh' was obliged to (wear on its afcenfion to the 
thfx)ne : furcly majefty deferred confidence, and fhould be 
fiippofed to podfefs as much honour as any private member 
of parliament. It was more becoming and decorous that 
gentlemen, whofe education had made them acquainted 
with the obligation, AiouM take oaths, than the poor 4M. 
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freeholder, whom fituation^ and the confequent want of 
mLlrinSion, precluded ttom knowing any thing of the mat--' 
ter. If a gentleman attennpls to evade his oath, his con* 
fpictioiis {latum m life wcmld caofe the h€t to be noticed; 
the world would defpife him, and his conftituents would 
cry ftameat him. If every man in office was obliged to 
take an oath, much mare ought the reprefentative of the 
people to take it. In hrsmiftd, the muft irrefragable and 
convincing argument for the adopt itm of this oath, was, 
that every member of parliament was againftit. 

Mr. Culltn faid — By my conftituents in the country I al- 
ways heard itfald, that an oath, in the prcfent fittiation of 
aflmirs, would be a raofl faint ary inftitution. We are all 
agreed, that the mnft corrupt and undue influence is intro- 
duced into the ele^ions of thefe day^ ; we are alfo agreed, 
that every precaution fliould be taken for our fecunty 
againft this evlL What better fecurity can we have than 
an oath ? Let any gentleman propofe better^ and I will 
give up my opinion and yield to his. On oaths depend every 
thing near and dear to us. Our liberty, our property, iiay 
even, our lives. Hence, an oath was always, is, and 
ought to be confidered as the ftrongeft tie, the cement of 
fociety. The bonds between the conftiruent and conflitut- 
cd havelong been hx andunfiire. Let us then apply this 
cement to their nearer approximation. It is equally necef- 
fary, and even more fo, to place obftacles in the candi- 
date's way to corruption, than in that of the eIe£kor. Ano- 
ther great and fubftantial advantage that will flow from this 
oath, is, the flopping of that fiiamelefs and unconftitution* 
al traffic of purcliafing feats in parliament, "which for a fe- 
riesof years has been, in defiance of law, openly carried 
on in this country. Oaths are not nugatory, though theif 
frequency have rendered them cheap* There is fttll fome^ 
difference between members of parliament and cuftom- 
houfe officers; they are not yet quite on a level; there- 
fore, argnments drawn from the latter, will not be found 
applicable to the former. Gentlemen had alfo recourfe to 
the Engllfh qualification oath; but it 1:1 no more in point 
that the 6ther> for the buyer is hma fide the proprietor of 
the eftate, and has the cleared and fulleft right 10 it. Bui 
fuppofingit cTafion, it does not however conftitutc perjury. 

R 
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h^ Rifles in miPMg tlicttts who hiirt 

Ur. Mtms^'-^The rc^bhiDiios ^Inadv palled, fuffici- 
cfltljr pistide fo the vinae of the j>ec|<4. This hk% 
rcfpcA to ihe cmm£^cs tiicmfd¥cs, as none hm bcMidl 
nid fiio«iU be chofui. k is qdc fair t^ dlAnlft theniy 
or c«fl in tbe fireif tS of an o;tth So ouf afiftaiKr. It 
would be a firaii^e Usgtuge to fay to a liwv, tKotigh 
jmi aie hoacft, I will noc tojft yon. The argumefiis 
dnwQ froas the i^uilificmtioii laws of Grci£-Bnraio prove 
nothiii^y tbe fftffer^tf: circmiLftaiicei of the two coiuiiTjei 
cicasajid dtffkient rt^ektions. In England tbej have no 
Parliaiiicctary Reform^aa Itmft we wilt 

Baron DsU:3i laid, he woald ^ve the oatb his inoft 
hearty foppHDrt, fee two teafons I bat to hiiii appeared to 
be 107 cofeni. It would be no hardHiip on the candir 
4iate, as he wonki doc be compelkd to take the oadi; 
it was onij an oprian whether be would accept a truft 
with a conditiun annexeJ^ or reje^ both* ADolher, and 
no kfs forcible reafoB^ was, it would prevent perjuries 
atiJ corrupt ion of morals amang the lo\v«:r ctafTes of 
mankind. 

Captain R^k^ faid^ that argumentf that pfove too 
much prove oothiog. (Here, in a tew words he recapu 
rulated the 3r^umt:tns ufed on the fame fide of the qucf- 
lion.) The companfon inftitmed between T^Iembers of 
Parliament and Cuftom-Houfe Officers, does not hold. 
The kictr are compofed of the lower clafs of the peo- 
|»lef and nor fuppufed to poflefs the nice feelings the 
fbrmcf fhould be actuated by- A man who breaks an 
oath is TO be lli^madtt^d and put in the plHory* When- 
ever the appeal is roaJe 10 people*s oaths, they ad bet- 
ter. Though ihcy have no fenfe of religion , they Jiave 
one of ftame, and Jhame has fandions as flrong as cither 
the divine or civil law. Evafion is certainly a breach 
i>f the oaih, 

Mr, Eilgm:Grii, after taking the oath to pieces^ and 
criticifmg on it, part by part, moved that the whole be 
^xpungedf and the following oath, fubRittitcd in it« 
^oom : 
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*' I da fwear that I have mu dktSAy^ m itidircaiy, 
'^^'TOacIe ufc of Any carruptj unco nil icurional, or illegal mcAtis 
to obtain ^ feat in Parliament " 

Mr, Sttivart (of Down) faid, that by td*^ing the ^ords 
** And I will not fulfil any pfomifo made on my be- 
half/* The amcrjdment thus amended, he thought bet- 
ter than the original oath, and would fupport it. 

Counfelfor B^'^ff^tt fa id the amendment pre Tented them 
with a flu do w in place of a fubftance. Political creeds 
differed. What to one man feemed unconftitutional, might 
to another man appear highly conflitutionah A man 
raight be indited of perjury, when he committed a faft 
he thought both legal and conftitiitionaK A jury might 
differ with the accufed in opinion, and find him guilty. 
Herej owing to a gtDcral term, an innocent man (as 
ignorance of what ras unconAitmional prohibits guilt) is 
puniib^d; he would ihereforc be for having the oath li 
terms as fpecific as poflibte. 

After fome cooverfation, in which Mr. Brownlow, 
ft Mr, Lyftefj and Mr. Wills fpoke in favour ^ Mr, Hac» 
^^^. kettj Mr. Roche, nnd Mr. Bousfield againA the amend* 
^^^■ment, it was negatived without a diviHon^ 
^^H The original refoluuoii tbea pafled without fl divi- 

^^■^ Mr* R^ie moved, that every Proteftafit in poBefiion 

^^" of letfes, originally made for 6 1 years, or upwards, of 

H^ joL yearly, and of which 20 years remains unexpired, 

K be permitted to vote at deaiuns. This, after a fliort 

^^^ (ionverfadon, was carried. 

^k Ayes, — — 59 

^^■^ Noes, — — p 52 

^F Mr. Hack^t moved, that the rdblutioii now pafled 

^^m be iofened between the 8th «nd 9th refolution, fa that 

^^H it ftand the 9th refolutlon. 

^F^ Agreed to. 

J Sir fValffT Sirtmt moved, that it be a recommendation 

to the feveral countiei, to a0emUe in their capacity aifree- 
' Jiolders, and to inilrud their reprefentatives in parliamenr 

to fupport the bill for the more equal reprefentati^^n of th« 

j>eopte. 
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they fliouM rather confine it to that of ro/, and fuffer 
no m^n to vote under that fum. The adoption of fuch 
a mode would prevent their fending improper perfons ■ 
to Parliament; and this re/lriction toio/. freeholdii iOiould ■ 
not, he faidj be confirmed to boruughs, but extended to 
counties 3t large, on rhe abolition of the 40/. freeliotda; he 
would therefore move for expunging from th& refu- 
luiion the words " to the neighbouring barony or ba- ^ 
ronies, parifh or parifh;;^," ■ 

Mr. Diircy fa id, this would be attended with the mofl 
fatal cffti&s — as three or tour families in general rule a 
county, and it would operate m dire^ coutradiflion to ■ 
ihe plan in queflion. ■ 

Mr. Fhsd faidj the whole plan of reform is now be- 
fore you; li^ you take away horn the borough^i and add to 
the counties, you overturn tlie whole; iF yuu inherit in this, 
you alter the wholes — yll the refolutions reler to this; it 40J, I 
freeholders are to be fhnt out and none but 10/* treeholdera ■ 
allowed to vote^ it would produce au iuiftocracy, and by this 
rule a loL freeholder in the couiuy Cork, might vote lor 26 
men; it is abridging the Conilituiion; — confider well the 
meafure before you; it you abolifh your boroughs and en- 
creafe counties no man m England who ever wrote on _ 
fubjcais of P-irlianieniary Retormj but poirts out thejH 
danger; it will encre^fe ariftocracy; he faid, to prepare ■ 
a bill to anfwer all the purpofes will be a great burthen^ 
a burthen he will not take upon himfelf alone; the De- 
legates in the liiflFerent provinces will fend up infgrma- 
lion here, to extend as the necefHty and circumftances re- 
quire; ihtf^ delegates from local knowledge will advife the 
delegates here, to inftrud the Members— carry i tig on ihc 
biil — and not leave it to the direction vt interefted 
men; leave the county where it was, and it will be 
heiier for the boruughs. Is not the Honourable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Mafley) an illuflrious example againft the 
weight of his own principle; it will be a difiblutioa of 
yoyr plan. The Sub-Committce after the moft mature 
deliberation adopted it, and if the Convention does not - 
adopt it, it will be at fta, it will occafiou fears and ap^fl 
prehenfjons in the friend;* of the reform, it will make its > 
tnemies rejoice; — let ihis affemUy fland, as they do ftand. 
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hf the re^iruJe of their C0ii<ju3 ; let counties remain 
as they were — eictend the rights o( rranchife to cities^ 
take nw^y their hyc-Uws and reform the boroogrhs, there 
are the great marts for reformaiionj Itt ^OjOOQ armed 
men Ciipabfe of calling 50,000 more, without rbe voice 
of faSiun, follow up their own principles; the praSice of 
ten years is a vindication of the principles and moderation 
of this great alfem hi y. 

Mr, I^Uff:y withdrew his amendment^ and I he refola* 
tioo was pur^ ;«fid unanimonily agreed to« 

SiJCth refolurion being read. 

Major M^r^ ^^id, boroughs would not, in his opinion, 
be fufficicnily thrown open in Munftcr, unlefs the number 
inrcre augmented from IDO to 150, He could, as having' 
the honotir to be conftituted a delegate from that part of the 
kingdom, fpeak from fome degree of aurhonty. Other 
gentlemen ought to dehver their fentiments of the numbers 
which they might think proper for the different provinces 
rhcy reprefented. 

The Earl of Brijfo! was of opinion, to enter into the 
general fpirit of Parliamentary Reform, would be better 
than a too particular difquifition. This matter was to be 
agitated in another affembly ; and there ought fomething 
to he left to their difcretion. The Houfe of Commons 
might think proper to vary the numbers, it wr.uld be fuf- 
ficient for the prefent aflcmbly to go to the vitals of reform, 
and leave the refidue to the gentlemen who were to con- 
duS the bill for that purpofe in the Houfe of Commons* 
Another reafon why tht^ affembly fliould not enter into 
particular?, was, the little time rhey had ; as it would he 
for the public good they fhould make ati end of their feflion 
to-morrow, in order that the biil might be brought into 
the Houfe of Commons to-morrow evenings 

The queflion being put on this refolution^ it was una* 
nimoufly agreed to- 

The feventh refolution was then read. 

Mr. WarhurHn moved, that after the word ^* ele&ion," 
fhould beinferted, *' which may hereafter be created for 
three live??," 

Mr Bkffti faid, he would oppofe any rcfohition that 
tended to contraQ the right of voting— he would be equally. 
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warm infupport of any meafure, whofe tendency went to 
extend it ; he therefore feconded the amendment. 

Mr. Hackett faid, their plan did not tend to disfranchifc 
any one ; it was not meant to circwmfcribe the rights of 
fuflFrage; on the contrary, it was intended to enlarge it. 
He did not conceive how the amendment propofed was 
calculated to increafe the number of cleftors ; in his idea, 
it would have the contrary eflFefl: ; he would therefore vote 
againft the amendment. 

Mr. Flood faid, it was too minute a fubjed for prefent 
confideration ; it fliould be refer veid for the future regula- 
tion of an eleQion law. If you pufli this reform, a new 
code of eleSion laws will be neceffary. If this reftriftion 
be proper in counties, it will be proper in cities, boroughs, 
and manors. Was againft the amendment. 

Amendment withdrawn. 

The 7th and 8th refolutions were unanimoufly agreed 
to. 

The 9th refolution being read, 

Mr. Flood moved that the words " not decayed,'* be 
expunged. By fo doing the loth refolution would be 
fuperfluous, that an aflembly which had the eyes of Europe 
direSed to them, fhould be very careful to have their deli- 
berations not only fraught with dignity, but with propriety 
ofdidlion. The fums which fhould qualify to vote, ought 
to be the fame. 

Alderman ^^rr^ moved that 61 years be fubftituted for 
31 years. 

Mr. Flood thought the worthy Alderman had the city of 
Dublin in his contemplation ; there were many leafes of 
61 and 91 years in it. Certainly Dublin was of fuch dif- 
tindion as to deferve fomething particular to be done for 
it. The amendment was withdrawn. 

The refolution paflTed irt the affirmative. 

The loth refolution read. An amendment was propof- 
ed, that 10/. be inferted inftead of 5/. Agreed to; and then 
Mr. Flood obferving, that thefe two refolutions were to the 
fame efFeft, and to avoid inconfiftenciea, he moved, that 
the 9th and loth refolutions be incorporated into one. 
Agreed to. 

The eleventh refolution being read, limiting the dura- 
tion of Parliament to three years. 
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Cht ttir quefiion being put on this TeTalntiin:, 

Foi asTccing tc it, — izi 

iis^Mixi] it, — — 2 

^. ihKs unir L»jnl Famhain and two other deleEa:Eis ciBt 
Mix, viH>n» i uiul fomc cxprtfuon of IWlr. Ma&y's hrrj^ 
(ninn»u(i, timt ccndemer fhuuid nor be intiminaiiec, it 
tttiint tu up ttir LttH of B: iftoL 

Lav I ut A'f './/»/ fit id, M V Ixrd aiarleanoTrr, I beg yonr 
lUtUi^tiiur hn » ftw monf^entt; a^ cxxTtdiJoii dr?^ fron 
a ^^uuifeumti utar tht ciuir, that imputed an inrentiosi of 
nnmidiUiiig n*rfiiWb (M thie Cotircntion by caliii^ for 
Uh ml! : h«d tht itnvati'iou cotntirom as ordiDarr qnar- 
iw, it wvuUI havrjfalltjdfrH?, biit cofiung froai a gemlemaa 
4^41 vl»c»ia 1 frd li'Mf nr>>ft cor dia! rtfpeS, I oitb k ha* 
vtiiiMcW my mind, Mv Lof d, j'jdeing frcm my cwn fee]- 
jti^j.^ 1 vatiiM l>cl>ev« tWait any mtmber oi" ibc Nanonal 
CvnviiiMofi <:<ti be intimidated from decianng his fcsti- 
UMUif in putihfliifi^ hit decUraticn. 

It WM% ifiy fuic hmt^ day* ago to rank in a minorirr of 
%fi, ddl. iJtJnjf from a majority ot more than loo; perhaps 
ft W4% Miy ihifcfofHjn^ lo differ in opinion h-om fo refpec- 
i4i*'^ a Miajoiity, and from a majority of fuch refpe&Ue 
|»iifon», l»*ji, wy Ix*rd, ir wa« my pride to have afferted 
iMv (itiiiimriidiy ami no power on earth could intiwudaU me 
lioiii )MibliOliiiK them. 

Twilhh t*»rolMlion, with two diflenting voices, agreed 
Uk\ I ^th, I4ih, ijiis anJ l6ch rcfoluiions were unani- 
ItHiidly ttf^rrrd to. 

Ml. A/W \'Mi\. tt« rhe bufinefs would be finiflied tc- 
ItK'iiMW, hr hoprd gtniltmen would attend— as he would, 
OM IM-ttlUtntW, move in ihe Houfe of Commons for leave 
tn hmt|f. iti till? bill— ^lul to add dignity to their meafures, 
ho hopr«l I hey would remain in folemn affcmbly till he 
4 4inr l»4ik from the Houft. 

Cuiivciuion adjourned till to-morrow. 

Saturday, November 29,1783. 

I AUI. CHARLEMONT having taken the Chair 
whh (he ufual ceremony, and therefolution and oarh being 

rcAtI, 
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Mr- Mmdf O^k oppofed the refolution^ and a ccnverfa- 
tion Arofe abotir the propriety and utility of adopting any. 

Mr. CH/Zf'fl moved, that the refolutlon preceding the oat li 
do run amemhd mi\\^ following manner; 

RcfoWed, That it Is the f^pmkn tif thh committer ^ that m iiJ-^ 
dtti^mi G0k if nrcfffWyj iuai t^at ihf f^lkwing mth he ndmimf* 
ttrfd tQ eni'h Member of thf Hiufi cf Csmimns^ md fy ism 
PjArn he fort he tahes his feet}* 

Mr. RQche wiflicd to know why 40,000 eleftora Should 
Ke {hack [c J with oaths, while 300 were fufFcred to run 
wild for want of a curb ; that by experience it was found 
neceflkry to preferve even the appearance of common ho- 
nefly among men ; he therefore would moft heartily ftcond 
the motton, 

Mr» Edgtnvorth faid, he rofe in the committee to objefl to 
the oath. I think it ufelefs to propofe it to a man of ho- 
noufj and to a man without honour, tiatie can be binding* 
Mr. Lyjier objeSed to the oath in every ftage. We had 
cxperiertce, fays he,, of the impraiSicability of fuch ticf. 
In the Sub-committee one of the principal ohje^ions to it 
wa^, the confideratjim of the iriefficacy of fuch obligations 
in England* 1 diflike oaths of enumeration, for every 
thing not enumerated is tacitlv confented to. It is alfo too 
Jong, becaufe, before the !aft part is repeated, the begin- 
ning will be forgot. The faculties of mankind reqaire 
more retention for the adoption of fuch an oath, than tlicy 
generally poflef'i. I acknowledge the tranfcendenl power 
of this aiTembly; yet, changing the properties of the hu* 
man mind, is one of thofe things bfeyond their grafp* 

Mn Edgfworthy ut explanation, faid, he objeSed to the 

principle of oaths in general, becaufe he thought them in- 

ffufficient, and deflru£tivc to the morals of the people. The 

|-coUe3ion of the revenue fully evinced the infuflSciency of 

^ flaths. Did it not exhibit a continued fcene of perjury and 

depravity of manners? In England no member isjidmjtted 

to hi? feat in ihc Houfe of Commons, til! he take* the cjua- 

lification oath, of 600I a year for counties, and 300I for 

citie'5 znd boroughs. But how, faid he, is this evaded ? By 

a collufive and evafivc bargaiti. The candidate buys land, 

for which he pafles a bond with a fevere penalty, if he does 

not, when the occafjon of qualifying no longer cxift^, give 
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up the land on receipt of his original bond. But harm fide 
is ever part of the oath, yet becaufe the frequency £amili- 
arifes it, men are wont to overlook fuch obftacles. Men 
will take it, who would not in their private dealings 
tell even a lie, to gain any poffible advantage. Ajl 
the ingenuity of man cannot prevent an oath from be- 
ing evaded. The prefent oath is, very ftrong, fo arc 
many others, that are evaded. What makes oaths effi- 
cacious, is early impreffion ? When an oath is of quali- 
fication, and not of confcience, all (hame and fear, the 
two great fanSions of oaths, vanifli. Gentlemen have 
faid, it is cruel to make a poor 40s. freeholder fwear, and 
let his reprefentative aft as he pleafes, without the forma- 
lity of an oath : but he faid, he would take away that too, 
and to fupply its place, would fubftitute regiftry and rcfi- 
dence ; then the refpeSive friends of the different candi- 
dates, affifted by the records of the county, would take 
care to prevent every one from voting, who was not a real 
cle6ior : — ^The propagation of oaths was the propagation of 
perjury. If the higher ranks of the people had once in- 
troduced a cuftom of evading them, it would, like every 
other evil cuftom, defcend, ftill corrupting the manners of 
the multitude. Perjury would be introduced into ele3ion 
and judicial proceedings : no belief would longer exift be- 
tween man and man, and the bonds of fociety would be 
relaxed, and fall to the ground. 

Mr. Bousfield faid, the muliiplication and evafion of oaths 
was juftly complained of, and deferved redrefs, but this 
was not the cafe that deferved it; it was this that would 
remove the fource from which perjury had flowed, and un- 
lefs removed, would continue to flow into many channels. 
If, fays he, our lives, if our liberties, if our properties are 
liable to be difpofed of by oaths, what objefiion can be 
made to propofing them to canditates ? The conftitujtions 
of all the countries he was acquainted with, required oaths ; 
majefty itfelf was obliged to fwear on its afcenfion to the 
throne : furely majefty deferved confidence, and fhould be 
fuppofed to poffefs as much honour as any' private member 
of parliament. It was more becoming and decorous that 
gentlemen, whofe education had made them acquainted 
with the obligation, fhould take oaths, than the poor 4«i. 



freeholcfcr, whom fituation^ and the confequent want of 
inftru^5tlon, precluded kom knowing anything of the mat- 
ter. If a gentleman attempts to evade his oath, his con- 
fplcuouK flatiofi in life vvLHild caufe the fa& to be noticed; 
the world would defpife hfrn, and hh confliluents would 

tcryftiameat him. If every man in office was obhged to 
take an oath, much mare ought the reprefentaiive of the 
people to take it. In his mirrd, the moft irrefragable and 
convincing argument for the adoption of this oath, was, 
that every member of parliament was againftit. 

Mr. Qi/ien fatd — By my conftituents In the country I al- 
ways heard itfaid, that an oath* in the prefent fituation of 
affairs, would be a moft fafiJtary inftkiKron, We are all 
agreed, that the moft corrupt and undue influence is intro- 
ddced into the eledions of thefe dayt; we are alfo agreed, 
that every precaution fliould be taken for our fecurity 
agaifift thi? eviL What better fecurity can we have than 
an oath ? Let any gentleman propoffe better, and I witl 
give up my opinion and yield to his. On oaths depend every 
thing near and dear to usp Our liberty, our property ^ nay 
cveHj our lives. Hence, an oath was always, is^ and 
ought to be confidered as the ftrongefl tic, the cement of 
fociety. The bonds between the conftituent and conftitut- 
cd have long been lax andunfure. Let us then apply this 
cement to their nearer approximation. It is equally necef" 
fary* and even more fo, to place obftacfe^ in the candi- 
date's way to corruption, than in that of the eleSor* Ano- 
ther great and fubftantial advantage that will flow from ihti 
oath, js^ the Hopping of that fhamelefs and unconfti tut ion* 
al traffic of purchafing feats in parliament, Avhich for a fe- 
riesof years has been, in defiance of law, openly carried 
on in this country. Oaths are not nugatory, though therr 
frequency have rendered them cheap. There is flill fom©- 
difference between members of parliament and cuftom- 
houfe officers : they are not yet quite on a level ; there- 
fore, argnments drawn from the latter, will not be found 
applicable to the former. Gentlemen had alfo recourfe to 
the Englifli (jualification oath ; but it h no more in poii>t 
that the t}ther» for the buyer is hna fide the proprietor of 
the cftatej and has the clearefl and foneft right ta it* But 
fuppofmgit evafion, it does not however conftltute perjurw 
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That will never fupport the gentleman^s argument, as 
the oath may be fo worded, as to extend to every pof- 
fible cafe, and to provide for any latent corruption that 
the mind of man can devife, A remedy may be found 
to reach every political difeafe, to extend to every iota 
of public venality. Will gentlemen be found fo loft, 
fo abandoned to every fenfe of honour, as to take an 
oath, which they know to be falfe,. before a gallery 
containing their conftituents, or at leaft a part of their con- 
ftituents, who may be fhocked at, at the fame time they 
are convinced of their perjury. Let the Honourable 
Gentleman but judge from the principles he feels within 
bis own breaft, and 1 am convinced he will coincide with 
me in opinion. 

Mr. lyArcy. — Am I to underfland, that becaufe oaths 
may be evaded, there fliould be no oaths. The fame 
thing may be faid of laws; becaufe laws can be evaded 
there fliould be no laws. Gentlemen fay, there will be 
evafions, but I fay evafion is perjurv — the conftituents 
will think it perjury. 

When one of thofe fagacious gentry goes down to 
the country, to folicit another opportunity of exercifing 
his ingenuity at evafion, I, or fome other honeft man, 
will touch a neighbour with my elbow, and whifpering 
him, while I point my. finger to my gentleman-evader, 
will fayi there is a fcoundrel, he perjured himfelf once, 
don't let him have an oj>portunity of perjuring himfelf 
again. I . apprehend this oath will put a flop 'to the 
many afis of kindnefs in the Country, which are ufually 
exercifed on the eve of eleSions. In future if any man 
will apply to a candidate for the loan of a litte money, 
he 'Will not have it in his power to fliew his liberality; 
be will, to. be fure, put him oflF as gently as poflible, 
faying, my dear friend, you know how much I am your\ 
and that I would willingly oblige you with four or fiva 
hundred pounds, but for — that damned oath. Bu!t notwith- 
ftanding this inconvenience to many worthy men, I am 
^r an alteration in the prefent fyftem; as it now ftands^ 
it is the fmall rdgues that take the oaths, and the great 
ones piufh them into it. But they nuy, to be fure^ faj 




i!i their own juftificition, they did not compel thefe petty 
thieves to perjure themfe!ves, they mtght have abftain^d 
from ft if they pleafed; you might as well morder ^ 
man, and fay^ I did no htrm becaufe i did not take hi» 
purfe. We ought to remove evafion, this fource ofpef- 
jury; becaufe I would propiife the oath, were I fure he 
would perjitre himfell^ becaufe he would become an 
ob]e6t of irtfamy. If a man be criminal, let him be totally 
fo; [ am no advocate for doing things by halves, 

»Mr Day, — I rife to oppofe the fcrm and the principles 
of the oath. Every gentleman mnft know the incom- 
petence of an oath of this kind. — Every gtntlrman muft 
know the inefficacy of its fan8"ion* Oaths of ofRcc are 
become proverbial; every fucceeding day witnefles the 

^fucceeding fcenes of perjury they caufe* No one good 
flows from them, and they are attended with an evil of 
the firfl magnitude, they keep honcft men out of, and 
admit knaves into office, 

Mr. Bkffdt^ at the fame time that he fupportcd the 
principle of the oath, vindicated the laws of this coun- 

I try which made an evafion dircQ perjury, 
Mr, M^Jpjm, — I was convinoed of the neceility of the 
<5ath in the Sub-Committee, I have thought on the fub- 
jcEt fince, and the more I thought on it, the more was 
1 fivcred in my opinion. It is to gentlemen whom edu- 

t cation has made refpeflers of their oaths, and not to the 
poor illiterate freeholder they fhould be adminiUcred. In 
this confifts the eflence of your Parliamentary Reform. 
Every man allows, that on an cleftion or petition thej 
do things, that on any other occafion they would (hudder 
at. But it would be diftmfting the members. Thi;j li 
an ahfurd argument indeed. Does not the King f^^^''* 
and yet he is not diftfufted ? Do not the Members of 
Parliament themfelvcs fwcar when they ferve on com- 
mittees of controverted elections between individuals ! 
Why not when the property of millions is at flake? 
This meafure will diminiflt perjury, or at lead the danger 
of falling into it, as the eleftor won't have fa many 
_ oaths to take. But i fuppofe it will be refiftedj becaufe 
it is for the good of Ireland. Poior Ireland, lite the good 
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SamsuritaOy has fallen ia among thieves who have beeir 
long {fa-ipping, plundering, and leaving her n^ked. 

Mr. Morris, — The refolutions akeady paOed, fuflBci- 
cntly provide for the virtue of the people. This has 
refpeft to the c^ndijdates themfclves, at> none but honeft 
men (hould be ch6ren. It is not fair tQ diftrufl then), 
or call in the (kength of an oath to pur afliflance. It 
would be a ftrange language to fay to a man, though 
you are honeft, I will not truft you. The arguments 
drawn from the qualification laws of Great- Britain prove 
nothing, the different circumftances of the two countries 
demand different regulations. In England they have no 
Parliamentary Reform, as I truft we will. 

Baron Dillon faid, he would give the oath hU moft 
hearty fupp'ort, for two reafons that to him appeared to 
be very cogent. It would be no hardfbip on the ^andir 
date, as he would not be compelled to take the oath$ 
it was only an option whether he woul^j accept a truft 
with a condition annexed, or rejed both. Anothfer, and 
no lefs forcible reafon, was, it would prevent perjuries 
and corruption of morals among the lower daOes of 
mankind. 

Captain Roche" faid, that argutpents that prove top 
much prove nothing. (Here, in a few words he recapi- 
tulated the arguments ufed on the fame fide of the qi:^& 
tion.) The comparifon inftituted between Members of 
Parliament and Cuftom-Houfe Officers, does not hold. 
The ialter are compofed of the lower clafs pf the peo- 
ple, and not fuppofed to poffefs the nice (eelings the 
former fhould be aftuated by. A mian who breaks aQ 
oath i^- to be (ligpiatifed and put in the pillory. Whenr 
eveir/flie appeJilJs njade to people's oaths, they aft bet- 
ter. Though they' have no fenfe of religion, they liave 
one of ihame, and .ilhame has fanSions as ftrong as either 
the divine or civil jaw, Evafion is certainly ^ breach 
of the oath. 

Mr. EtIgewoKti, after taking the oath to pieces, and 
criticifing on it, part by part, moved that the whole be 
expunged, and the following, oath, fubilituted io it4 
^oom : 




** I do fwcar that I have not, direaiy, or indirefily, 
^made ufc of any corrupt, unconfUtuiional, or illegal me^ns 
lo obtain a Heat in Path anient." 

Mr. S.^e^mri (of Down) faiii> that by adding die TXrords 
** And I will not fulfil any promifes made on my be- 
half," The amendment thus a^mended, he thought bet- 
ter than the original oath, and would fupport it* 

Counfellor Biojfftt faid the amendment prefented them 
with a fliadow ifi pbce of a fubftance. Political creeds 
differed. What to one man feemed imconflitutionaij might 
to another man appear highly conftitutional* A man 
might be indicted of perjuryi when he committed a hSi 
he thought both legal and conniiutional. A jury might " 
dififer with the accafcd in opinion, and find him guilty. 
Here, owing to a general term, an innocent man (as 
ignorance of what was unconflitutlonal prohibits guilt) is 
punifljed; he would therefore be for having the oath in 
terms as fpecific as pollible. 

After fome convcrfation, in which Mr, Erownlow, 
Mr* Lyfler, and Mr. Wills fpoke in favour^ Mr, Hac- 
kett, Mr. Roche^ and Mr, Bousfield ag^inil the amende 
mtnt^ it was negatived without a divifion. 

The original refolution then paffed without a divi^ 
fion, 

^ Mr, Rocki moved, that every Protefta^t in poffeflion 
of leafes, originally made for 6 1 years, or upwards, of 
loL yearly, and of which ao years remains unexpired, 
be permitted to vote at cleSions. This, after a fliort 
f onvcrfation, was carried* 

Ayes, ^ _ 55 

Noes, ^*_ ^, J 2 

Mr, Hackett moved, that the refolution now paffed 
be infertcd between the 8th and 9th refolution, fo that 
it fland the 9th refolatlon. 

Agreed to. 

Siv IValter SiTimt moved, that it be a recommendation 
to the fever at counties, to alTemble in their capacity as free- 
Jiolders, and to inAru^ their reprefentatives in par h amen t 
to fupport the bil! for tht more equal rcprefctitation of the 
people. 
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Major Afoor^ declared the pleafiire he had in ftconding 
Sir Walter Sinnot, as the refolution propofcd teftified th^ 
conftitutional purpofc for which the Convention had met, 
and muft entirely remove any affeQed fcruples that parlia- 
ment might have, by fuppofing the plan of reform to be 
forced upon them by an armed body, and upon that pre- 
tence for rejeSing it. 

Paffed unanimoully. 

Adjourned till Monday. 

Monday, December i, 1783. 

EARL CHARLEMONT took the chair, and the roll 
being called over. 

Captain Moore took notice of the reception their refolu- 
lions received from Parliament ; but 

Lord CAarletnont obferved, that it was not orderly to 
take notice of any thing which pajOTed in another place. 

Earl of Brijiol faid, the moff proper mode of kno^ving 
that bufinefs was through tl>e gentlemen commiffloned to 
move for the Parliamentary Reform. This bfotight up 

Mr. /^/W.-— Not arrogating to ourfelves the right of !e- 
giflation, and not having forfeited, our franchifes, and, be- 
ing inftruQed by this Aflembly to move for a bill of reform, 
I went to the Houfe, in full confidence of meeting no oppo- 
fition^ having but a fimple propofition to move, I confin- 
ed myfelf to the motion, biit I foon found a difirtclination 
in the Houfe to receive it, not but there were many mem- 
bers who were ready to receive and fupport it, but a more 
numerous hoft rofe up and oppofed it, on the pretext of 
allowing no ground for' intimidation. On' this I took the 
meafure on myfelf, and was feconded by two honourable 
memhers of this Aflembly, but in vain— rejeSion Was de- 
termined on, and thatin an intemperate and indecent m«n- 
ner, which I hope will only ferveto ftrengthen your mode- 
ration and your firmnefs. He then mentioned the refoluti- 
on the Houfe of Commons came to in confequencc of his 
motion. He was forry, he faid, it fell to his lot to giv# 
the melancholy relation, but, as the rejeSion made no al- 
teration in their claim, he recommended moderation, forti- 
tude, and perfeverance. 
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Mr. Br'ti'wnlo^ folio wed Mr, Flood, and recommeniJed 
inftcad uf animadverfion on fuch an adj moderatioa and 
fimneis. 

Major Moorr lamented the ungenerous treatment thef 
had experienced, as the reprefenutives of a great and an ^uft 
body of people^ and that their endeavours ro repair the 
WDunds of a broken conftiturbti ftould be fo illiberally 
conHmed into a fixed dcHgn agauift the dignity of Parlia- 
ment- 

That their fteady loyahyto hU Majefty fliould be con* 
ftrued into difaffeQion, their love of their country into a 
defign to overt yrn its conftitution. Had Parliament, after 
tinanimoufly pafTing ihem theirlhanks in every f<piiion, jiill 
caufe to accufe the Vobnteers in the ear of Majefty- 
Waa thus their defence of their country agalnft foreign 
foe and domeftic infurgent to be rewarded ? His feelings 
were almoft too flrong for utterance — but they were the 
feelings of infuhed worth, not of bitternef!!. The Volunteers 
would difappotnt the malice of their enemies, and fmile,at 
^very attempt to violate a clurader too fa c red for detrac- 
tion^ * 'I'hey would fliew, by moderation, the wifdom of 
their minds, — by perfe vera nee the efficacy of their refolves. 
■ ■ * 'Let the caftle f|>y, or prerogative lawyer, hunt for 
confilcadons — our doors are open**- the \oIunteera flau4 
intrenched in confcious virtue— 

Jufl: are their thoughts, and open are their tempers. 
Still are they found in the fair face of daVj 
And heaven and men are judges of their anions. 

He considered the real enemies of their country, to be 
fche mock reprefentatives of the people, who have prevent- 
ed the voice of the people from being heard tn Parliament- 
He infifled, that the bnrough-mongers were equally dan- 
gerous to the prerogatives of the fove reign, as to the liber- 
ties of the people, and that our viceroys were obliged to 
purchafe their fupport, by an adoption of their principles. — 
He faid, that any minifler who attempted to alienate the 
mind of his Majefty from his faithful fubjcds of Ireland, 
merited impeachment ; and that he hoped^ that the feve- 
ral counties would addrefs the Lord Lieutenant, to remove 
from his counfcis, all men who dare give advice tending ta 
fo cal4mitou3 an iffue* * As the Convcntiofl had now dif- 
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charged the great tnift Yepofed in them, he hoped 'they 
would report to their conftituents, and according to their 
original and uniform defign, that their proceedings (bould 
be referred to the feveral counties— thkt it was for this 
purpofe they had affembled. — ^That Parliament had afFcd- 
cd to miftake their intentions, and that the motion, made 
ty their refpeSable Delegates in the Houfe of Commons> 
had only a reference to their plan, when fanfltified by the 
united approbation of the whole kingdom.— —He recom- 
mended cbolnefs and pierfeverance, and in order to carry in- 
to efFeS the plan of reform agreed upon, moved the fol- 
lowing refolution : 

Refolved unanimoufly, That nve eamejily recommend it /• 
the ele^ors of the feveral counties of this kingdom to appoint pro- 
per per fons to make a return forthiuith of each city^ town, hO" 
rough and manors belonging to their county^ *tt>hich is, by our 
flan, declared to be decayed, to report by 'tvkat admiflion of ba- 
rony,- or baronies, parijb ttparifhes, to the right df franct^ife, 
fuch decayed city, town, borough or manor, may befl be •pened, 
in conformity to f aid pian\ and, if in any particular place, a de- 
viation from the general plan Jbould, by local circumfiances, be 
rendered neceffary, that they do fpecify thefe local circumftanees, 
with theutmofi precifion, together with fuch ^des as may appear 
U themtobethe fittefl to be fubflitutedin the place of the general 
regulation, afpgning their reafons for the fafne\ but in no cafe 
advifing fuch. deviation, unlefs on the mofi nmnifefl neceffity. 

Mr. Flood feconded the motion. 

Sir Edward Newenham faid, the idea I entertain of mf 
^ delegation is different from thofe of other gentlemen ; I am 
inftruSed to obtain a plan of reform; — how are we toobr 
Yaiti it^ — lioware we to perfeA it— unlefs it be by getting pro- 
per inforftiation ; afld that cannot be obtained, unlefs we lay 
down foine fixed and fpecific plan for receiving every ufe- 
fill infornriation ; if we do not aft upon a regular fyftem, 
every county may fend diflFerent plans; and then — we (ball 
htM fea again — and muft again fend for inftruQions ; which 
will delay us until the end of the feflion of Parliament; t 
think, if I left'any matter tendiqg to a reform in an impcr- 
fea ftate, I (hould betray the truft repofed in me : this re- 
fdution is a leading part of the general plan, therefore I 
Vote fair it. 



CONVENTION. 147 

Mr. IJackett faid that it was the hufinefs of the Conven- 
tion to proceed in the reform, until it was rendered as per- 
fe6i as pofTible — That although Parliament has refufed to 
receive our plan, we have not rehnquiihed it — That the 
Houfe of Commons may return to its fenfes — that the phren- 
fy which agitated it on Saturday may fubfide — and that 
it may be able to fee its duty. That many members of the 
Houfe of Commons had exprefled their fentiments on dif- 
ferent parts of the plan, and that the whole almoft was by 
different perfons approved of. — That as the fenfe of Parlia- 
ment was in fome meafure known upon the feveral points 
of the reform, a double application to improve the plan 
was neceflary, and that the information which the refoluti- 
on required could not be difpenfed with. 

Mr. Meade Ogk^ and Mr. Day^ objeSed to Mr. Moore's 
motion, and were for the rejeSing of it. 

Mr. Edgeworth hoped it would not be haftily rejeSed ; 
he wiftied to have this plan compleat, that the eleSors 
might have a fpecific objeft before them ; his defire had 
always been, to unite the voice of the conftituents with that 
of the armed body of the people ; he made no doubt of 
their coinciding with the fentiments of Convention, and 
hoped that their names would form a roll fufEcient to cover 
the table of the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Floodj moved that the refolution run in the follow- 
ing manner, " Ths^t we earneftly recommend it to the 
ele6tors of the feveral counties in this kingdom, to appoint 
proper perfons to m<ike a return forthwith. &c. "—This 
was agreed to. 

Earl Brijlol moved, that the refolutions entered into by 
the Firft Ulfter Regiment commanded by Ear! Charle- 
mont, on the 20th of December, 1781, refolutions that 
had been fanSified by the firft nieeting at Dunganon, be 
now adopted : whofc fpirit was then as great as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever (hall be, world without 
end. 

Mr. Lyfter faid, he did not approve of entering into the 
refolutions — he thought the mode propofed for fending 
down the plan of Reform to the different counties would be 
much better to adopt ; though be l^ighly refpcScd the 
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Right Revd. Prelate and noble Farl, he hoped he wdulrf 
not prefs them at this time. 

Mr. Hackett fupported the Earl of Briftol ; he faid he 
hoped the fpirit of the volunteers was as high now as it was 
two years ago. That gentleman faid the objeQs of their 
affociations were accompliflied ; that he underftood they 
originally had three objefts to prote^;, the kingdom from 
foreign invafion, to fupprefs domcftic infurgents, and to 
cftablifh the rights and liberties of the country: would any 
man fay that the laft objeft was compleated ? He was of 
opinion, that if the fyftem of corruption was to be conti- 
nued without interruption, this country would be better un- 
der the dominion of England than in her independent ftate. 
That the open and avowed controul of the Englifii miiiif- 
ter was lefs expenfive and lefs injurious to us, than the fe- 
cret and undermining influence through corruption. That 
when Parliament heretofore a&ed as it has done now, the 
very refolutions which the noble Earl offers were the ground 
of the fubfequent proceedings of the volunteers, and every 
man knows the confequence, every man wiflies for fuch 
confequences in the prefent cafe, and wherefore fhould wc 
decline taking the fame ground ? — He faid he was afraid 
what fome people in that affembly had called moderation 
would carry gentlemen too far. That moderation could 
never be too ftrongly inculcated : but moderation was not 
paffive fnbmifTion and fervile refignation; that the wifdom 
of moderation ought not to be confounded with the bafeneft 
of timidity or treachery ; that the moderation which they 
had occafion for in the prefent fituation of aflFairs, did not 
depend on patience and forbearance. He faid he would fup* 
port the refolutions, becaufe he hoped they would lead the 
nation to what they had led it before upon a fimilar occa- 
fion. 

Sir Edward Newenham. It gives me real concern to 
oppofe the Right Hon. and Right Rev. delegate's motions, 
becaufe I know his virtuous and independent principles; as 
a volunteer, I reverence his ideas ; I agree to the fa£ls as 
he flates them ; but as I am an advocate for a Reform, I 
would not provide arguments for our enemies, to ufe 
againfl the general caufe. Let us defpife the malevolence 
and ingratitude of our enemies, and take a proper hour of 
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' entreat he will withdraU'- ihem, Ths 
world knows his intentions arc for the good of Ireland: he 
isi fplendid example of Roman virtue; though an Eng- 
lifliman — he is an Ir/Jh Rffirm^, 

Mr* Edgenv'^th^ after complimenting his lordfhlp, ad* 
verted to the Dun^annon relolution chat had been q noted, 
and infiftcdj that if it ever had been binding, it nnuft con- 
t italic fo at prefent, without being rt^newed ; he was* fully 
affured of the fteadinefs of that afiemhly, ^^^ could not 
believe that its fpirit had diminiftied iVom its firft iiiflituti- 
on ; I heir fituation indeed had changed — for Erjgjjind is at 
peace; time, however, and perfeverance, would accom- 
plift their defire, and if their enemiea cculd not provoke 
them to intemperate rcfentment, they would be defeated in 
every other attempt to counteraft them. Policy, not paf- 
fion^ fhouid diSate their refolutioos, and they iliould wait 
with firmnefs and compofure for that tinie and chance, 
which happen?^ as welt to nations as to men. 

At the deCre of feveral gentlemenj Lord Briflol withdrew 
his motion. 

Mr. fljfif/^ faid, that incompliance with the fcnfc of 
the Convention, he would not take notice of what fell from 
individoaU in the Houfe of Commons ; but that the public 
aQs which appeared upon the journals of the Houfe and 
were printed vn their votes, were proper fubjeS=> for the 
confideration of that afft-mbly. That two things hik^ been 
refolved upon on Saturday night, befides the denial of 
admiRion of the bi!! of reform. One V7Z% a declaration 
that the Houfe would fupport its rights againfl encroach- 
ments ; and the other, that an addrefs ftioutd beprefented to 
the King, expreCive of a determination to prcfervc the 
Conftitution inviolate. That he would not fuppofe thefe 
refolutions refptded the Volunteers; that looking back a 
few pages in the Jr urnaU, the thank b of Parliament to that 
body were to be found, and that nothing had been done to 
forfeit the high opinion which Parliament entertained of 
Iheir fervices.^ — That he would fuppofe thnfe refolutions 
refpe^ted that encroachment upon, and violation of the 
rights and conilitution of Parliament, which the Convene 
tion and the nation complained of — the encroachment of 
torruptioflueDce, That the cefolutioni were an admiilion 
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of the neceflity of the Reform; that he hoped the Volunteers 
would ever be found at the back of Parliament, to fupport 
its virtuous exertion?, and to afford it protedion. That 
the Convention ought to ftrengthen the refolutions of 
Parliament, and co-operate in reffuing it from its ftate 
\of corruption and dependence; that Parliament had not 
been explicit in declaring whence the alarming encroach- 
ments were to be apprehended; but Convention might 
fupply that, and not leave the matter to* implication. He 
faid he would propofe two refoluUons in the fame words of 
thofe which had pafFed the Houfe of Commons, with an 
addition only of what might explain the caufe of the ap- 
prehenfions^of that Houfe. He then propofed the folio at-i 
ing refolutions : 

Refolved, That fn our opinicn^ it is now become indifpenfd" 
hly neceffary for the people of this kingdom to declare that they 
^tU fupport their own jufi rights and privileges ^ and conne^ed 
vjith, and infeparable from y the jufi rights and privileges of both 
Houfes of Parliament y againjl the encroachment of corrupt influ" 
enccy which is incrcafng and ought to be diminijljed. 

Refolved, That in our opinion an humble Addrefs ought to be 
prefentcd to his Majefiy^ from the people of this kingdom^ af- 
fair ing hi my that they enjoy the mofi perfedl fatisfadHan and hap- 
pinefs under his mofi aufpicious government ; and that they think 
it incumbent on them at this time to declare^ thdt they are ready 
to facrifce their lives and fortunes to pteferve th): principles of 
the confiitut ion inviolate from the grofs abufes of eU^ion and re^ 
prefentati&n. 

Mr. Lyfier was of opinion, that it would be too preci- 
pitate to enter into thefe refolutions. 

Mr. Edgetxjorth entreated the Convention to returti to 
their reafon, and not to yield to a.fudden emotion of popu- 
lar applaufe. They fhould purfue the wife and prudent 
line of conduct which they had marked out for themfelve* 
in the morning ; that to bfinuate what they might declare, 
was unworthy and unfit for armed mtn; either they fhould 
ad with hoftility or not ; if they fhoyld not, why fpeak> 
obliquely what it is not prudent to fpeak at all ? They 
had determined upon filence, not from fear, but from 
moderation, and whilfl they held that ground, they might 
Aifure fucccfs. The envious intention of their cncmi«» 
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to^nit ift and iCthey did, they woulJ 
they llai gained, lor a momentary 
gratification of rereatmenr. The fword of Damoclc* 
fifpeotleii over the hcati nfa tyrant, wa> not an objed t>f 
f ich terror to his breaft as the conrciuainefs of guilt ; that 
aflembly was confcions of pure intentions^ and whifft it 
preferved the m:ignanimotis difdain which it had ftown 
far private apoflacy and pubhc corruption, it would cooi- 
mand th^ refpe^^ even of its enemies* 

Mr, Hruyit defended the refofntions. We arc called 
upon to a^ withfpirit : cbcfe refolutions have been termed 
Jioftile; I admit they are hoflile, but to whom, to cor- 
ntption and venality ; and with a manly fortitude declared- 
he would not withdraw his refolutiDns. 

Mr, i^/[?3i/ admitted the principle of the refolutionSy but 
he thought there w*as too much ingetiyity in them. He 
would not confent that they ftiould be withdrawn ; it would 
he unbecoming our dignity to confent to withdraw them, 
and {hewing that wc a^ed from a principle of fear. He 
moved thit noqtieftion be put on thefe refolutiDtia, 

Mr, JSratt/it.W, and feveral other gentlemen, coincided 
in the principle of the refolution^tj but that it would not b« 
advifeable top^fs them at thi?i time, 

The refolutions were not withdrawn^ but there was no 
qucftion put on them. 

The queftion of adjournment, /?w dle^ was moved for 
by Mr Stewart \ but feveral gentlemen obje^ed to this 
mode of concluding the bufinefs, and it was rather haft/ 
and indehcate; that two hours to-morrow would put an 
end to the whole, and it might be concluded with that 
fofemnity that the importance of the meeting required. 

Mr- Stewart infilled on the queflrion being put, whea 
there were. 

For adjourning yJn^ ^/>, *— 28 

Againftit, —' — 98 

The quellion was then put for adjourning till to-morrow 
at ten o'clock, and carried in the affirmative. 

Tuesday, December 2, 1783. 

EARL CHARLEMONT having taken the Chair, ani 
the roll beiflj called, 
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Mr. FUod obferved, that as the Convention had ftill re- 
tained an impreflion oi the condu6i of a certain affembly 
on its mind, it was neceffary it fliould rid itfelf of that 
preflbre. In this country, the conduQ of the Volunteers 
did not (land in need of any vindication, as their anions 
could ftand the teft of the utmoft fcrutiny ; but in England 
the cafe might be diflFcrent where they could have but few 
advocates, and attempts had .been already 'made to mifre- 
prefent their views. For thefe reafons, he thought it ne- 
ceffary for the Convention to agree to an addrefs to his 
Majefty, to remove any fufpicion that the royal bread might 
entertain of the purity of their intentions. He faid, it 
contained the fubftance of Mr. Hacket*s refolutions ; and 
was free from what had been objeQed to in them by fome 
gentlemen ; at the fame time, he faid, he hoped Mr. Hacket 
would permit it to ftand in the place of his refolutions. 
He then moved the addrefs, the purport of which was. 

That his Majejly*s mojl loyal fubje^s^ the delegates of all the 
Volunteers of Irelandy begged leffue to approach his Majejly*s 
Throne with all humility. 

To exprcfs their zeal for his Majejifs perfon^ f^^^y^ osid 
government J and their inviolable attachment to the perpetual coni> 
ne^ion of his Majeflfs Crown of this kingdom with that of 
Great Britain. 

To offer to his Majefly their lives and fortunes in fupport of ■ 
his Maj e fly* s rights y and of the glory and profperity of the Bri^ 
iijh empire. 

To offerty with an humble but an honefl confidence^ that the 
Volunteers of Ireland did, without expence to the public ^ prote£l 
his Majefly'* s kingdom of Ireland againfl his foreign enemies, 
at a time when the remains of his Majefly* s forces in this coun" 
try were not adequate to that fervice. 

To ft ate that through their means the laws and police of this 
kingdom had been better executed and maintained, than at any 
Jormer p^ritd within the memory of mnn. 

And to implore his Majefly^ that their humVe wifb to have 
certain manifefl perverftons of the Parliam^tary Reprefentations 
ef this kingdom^ remedied by the Legiflatur^in fome reafonable 
degree^ wight not be imputed to anyfpirit of innovation in them, 
but to a fober and laudable d^fre to uphold the conflitutiony to 
confirm the fatisfaSiionof their fellow fubje^s^ and to perpetuste 
thi cordialunion of both kingdoms^ 
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Mr. Hdckm fcconded the motion. He faid it cort- 
taified the fubftance of what he had the honour lo offer 
the evening before; and that he would not perlift In 
urging his refolutions, if the addrefs fliaufd be agreed 
to- 

Sir Ed'ward Ne'wmham faid, we have been treated in 
an hoftile manner — -other addrefles have been paffed in 
other places, and they may mirreprefent us; if they do, 
we ought to do away the mifreprefentation;— hi« Ma* 
jelly ha^ feen the refolutlons of both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, in the beginning of this feffion, thanking the 
Volunteer^; therefore it will be natural for him to en* 
quire (when he receives the addrefs of the Lords and 
Commons of Saturday laft,) what is become of my loyal 
fubjeds, the Volunteers? Are they ftlent, when both 
my faithful Houfes of Parliament .think the nation m 
danger? I am for the addrefs as it vindicates my bre- 
thren againil the unjtift and malevolent attack made on 
their charaSer. 

Lord Farnham and Mr, O^Hara made fome obje£tions, 
but they were anfwered by Mr, Fkod^ Mr. SUwart^ 
Lord Brijlol and others. 

Mr. B^genal begged !eave to make a motion, this he 
thought abfolutely neceffary; he had the authority of the 
great Wafhington for it, whofe obfervation he would bej 
leave to read firft. 

" The militia of this country he confidered as the 
palladium of our fociety, and the firfl efft^fitual refort \n 
cafe of hoftilities; it is eflential therefore, that the fame 
fyftem ftiould pervade the whole, and that the fame 
fpecies of armSj accoutrements, &c. fhould be introduced. 
No one who has not learned it from experience, can 
conceive the difficulty, ex pence and confufion which re- 
fult fi-om a contrary fyftem, or the vague arrangements 
that hitherto prevailed/* 

He then read this motion ^^ that the Generals of the 
Volunteer Army b^ requeued to give notice what fort 
of arms and accoutrements they will expeS the heavy 
and light horfc, battalion and fight infantry fliould appear 
iuj and what pkn of review they will adopt for next fummer. 
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Which was not feconded. 

On the queftion being put, the addrefs was agreed to. 
Lord Farnham and Mr. O'Hara only diflcnting. 
The following refohuions were agreed* to : 
Refolved unanimoufly, That thenccefpty of aParliammta" 
ry Reform is manifffty and that we do exhort the nation^ by evfry 
conflitutional effort^ to cffe^uate fuch reform. 

Refolved, That an humble AJdrefs be prcfentcd to his Majef- 
tyfrr^m this Convent/ cn^ as the Delegates of all the Vo'unteers of 
Irelandy and that Colonel Floods and the Right Honourable Ltni- 
tenant Colonel William BroivnloiUy or either of them^ do prefent 
the fame, 

A copy of an addrefs to his majtfty being then produced 
and read, 

Refolved, That faid Addrefs be agreed to, and adopted the 
Addrefs of this Convention, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the, thanks of this Convention 
be given to his Excellency James Earl of Charlemont, for his 
eminent fervices in the chair, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Convention 
he prefent ed to the Right Honourable IJeutenant Colonel William 
BrownloWy Chairman of the Grand CommitteCy for his firi^ 
propriety in the chair, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Convention 
he prefented to the Right Honourable Colonel Robert Stewart^ 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee j for his flridi propriety in the 
chair, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this Convention 
he given to the Earl of Brifloly for his conflant attachment to the 
Volunteers of Ireland^ and his early and decided condu^ in fa^ 
vour of a Parliamentary Reform, / 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Convention 
he given to Colonel Flood, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Convention 
he given to James Daivfon, and John Talbot Afbenhurft^ EJqrs, 
for their faithful and zealous fervices as Secretaries, ^ 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Convention 
he given to Henry Gudgeon^ Efq\ AdjutanhCeneral of Leinfler, 
for his extraordinary pains and attention^ during the fittings of 
this Convention. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Convention 
he given to the Volunteer Corps of the County and City of Dub^ 
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//ff, wio lined the Jireets on the loth day of November, i 7S3, 
and who have mounted guard during thejittings of this Convene 
Hon. 

Refolved unanimoufly, l^hat the thanks of this Convention 
be given to the Governors of the Lying-in Ho I pit a^^ jor their 
politenefs in granting the ufe of the Retunda for the fittings of 
the Convention f and then the Convention adjourned fine die. 

Signed by Order, 

T.T. AsHENHURST,7 o . • 

James Dawson, '| Secretaries. 
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^hofe Members who never took their feats in the Convention^ are 
in Italics, 

Thus marked * were confined by illnf*fsf and could not attend their 
duty in the Convention. 

Thus marked \ oppofed the Plan of K^form in the Convention. 

Thus marked % appeared luke^warm in the Convention. 

Thus marked "^"^ relinquifijed their patronage of rotten boroughs 
for the public benefit. 

PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 

County of Antrim. 

I IGHT Hon. Col. John 
O'Neill, 



RIGHT Hon. Col. John | Lieutenant Colonel Shar* 
O'Neill, man. 

Honourable Colonel Row- < Colonel T. Morris Jones, 



'ey, •' 



Captain Todd Jones. 



CopNTY OF THE Town of Carrickfergus. 
Keverend Mr. Bruce, | Mr. Henry Joy, junior. 
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County of Armagh. 



General Earl of Charle- 
mont, "^^ 

Colonel Right Honourable 
. Sir Capel Molyneaux, Ba- 
ronet, 



Lieutenant Colonel Right 
Hon. William Brown low, 

Lieutenant Colonel Sir Wil- 
liann Synnott, 

Captain James Dawfon.- 



County of Derry. 



Lord Biftiop of Derry 
Colonel Right Honourable TAo 

mas Comlly^ 
Captain Leckey, 

County of Cavan 

Captain F. Saunderfon, 
Lord Far n ham -)-, 
General G. Montgomery, 



Colonel Right Honourable 

Edward Carey, 
Captain Fergufon. 



I Honourable J. J. Maxwell, 
Captain Henry Clements. 



County of Down. 



Colonel Right Honourable 
Robert Stewart, 

Captain Mathew Forde, ju- 
nior. 



Major Crawford, 
Colonel Patrick Savage, 
Captain Gawn Hamilton. 



County of Fermanagh. 



Colonel Irwine, 

Col. Sir A Brooke, Bt. 

Capt. A. C. Hamilton, 

County of Donegall 



Jafon Hazard, Efq; 
Captain James Armftrong. 



Col. A. Montgomery, 
Col. John Hamilton, 
Lieut. Col. A. Stewart, 



Col. Robert M^Clintock, 
Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
' Nelbitt. 



County of Monaghan. 



Col. Char. Pow. Leflie, 
Colonel Francis Lucas, 
Col. J. Montgomery, 



County of Tyrone 



Captain William Forfter, 
Captain James Hamikon. 
, *^ 



Colonel Stewart, 

Lt. Col. Montgomery, 

Col. James Alexander, 



Lieut. Col. Charleton, 
Captain Eccles. 
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PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



CouKTY or Galway. 

Colonel Perfe, I Major William Burke, 

Edmond Kirwan, Efq; | Colonel Walter Lambert. 

Peter D'Arcy, Efq; | 

County of LEiTRfM. 



Colonel Latouche, 
Cslonel Tenifon, 
Colonel Peyton, 



Colonel Cullen, 
Colonel Crofton. 



County of Mayo. 



Col. Sir H. L. Bloffe, Bartt. , 
Col. Dom. G. Browne, 
Valentia Blake, Efqj 



Col. Edmond Jordan, 
Colonel Patrick Randell 
McDonnell. 



County of Roscommon 
Colonel Arthur French, 
Captain Edward Crofton, 
Colonel Maurice Mahon, 



Colonel Chriftopher Lyfter, 
Counfellor Dennis Kelly. 



County of Sligo. 
Rt. Hon. Gen. Hen. King, I Robert Lyons, Efq;. 
Right Hon. Jofhua Cooper, i Major George Dodwelt 
Colonel O'Hara, f 1 

County of the town of Galway. 



Colonel Flood, ** 
Counfellor Bloffctt, 
Lieutenant Colonel French, 



Major Browne, 
Counfellor Martin Kirwan. 



PROVINCE ofLEINSTER. 
Cou!Jty op Carlow. 



Cobnel Bagenal, 
Lieutenant Col. Sir Charles 
, Biurton, Bart. 



Colonel Rochfort, 
Captain Stewart, 
Reverend Mr. Ryan. 
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County of the City of Dublin. 



Colonel Sit Edward Newen- 
ham, Knt. 

Lieutenant Colonel Gray- 
don^ 

County of Dublin 



Captain Warren, 
Captain Cornwall, 
Benjamin Wills, Efq; 



Colonel Sir J. A. Johnfton, 

Bart. 
Colonel Sir J. S. Tynte, Bt. 



Colonel Jofeph Deane^ 
Captain Baker, ' 
Major Verfchoyle, 



County of the Town of Drooheda. 
Colonel Wm. Meade Ogle, | Colonel H. M. Lyons, 

Queen's County. 



Colonel John Warburton, 
Colonel Jofeph Palmer, 
Colonel Luke Flood, 



Colonel Charles White, 
Captain James Stephens, 



County of Louth. 



Lieutenant Colonel Thomas 

Lee, 
Major William Shell, 



Captain Thomas Read, 
Lieutenant J. Wm. Fofter, 
Captain Zach. Maxwell, 



County of Meath. 



Colonel Baron Dillon, 
Captain Forbes, 
Captain Trotter, 



Ctptain Ruxton. 
Captain Finlay. 



County of Wicklow. 



Colonel Weftby, 
Colonel Hayes, 
Colonel Nixon, 



Colonel Saunders, 
Colonel the Earl of Aldbo- 
rough,** 



County of Westmeath. 



Honourable Colonel Roch- 

fort, 
Captain Lyons, 
Honourable Captain Moore, 



Lieutenant Colonel William 

Thbmas ^myth. 
Colonel ClibbornJ^ 
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OP KiLDARE. 

Maurice Keating, Efq; 



County 

>hn Wolfe, Efq; 
, Honourable John Bourke, 
Richard Neville, Efq; 

County 

General George OgleJ: 
Sir Vefey Colclough, Bt.** 
Lord Vifcount Valentia, 

# County of Longford. 

R. L. Edgeworth, Efq; | Colonel Sir William Glea- 
Major Fox, - I dowe Newcomen, Bart. 

Major Sandys;^ \ Colonel Nefbitt. 

King's County. 



Michael Aylmer, Efq; 



OF Wexford. 

Richard Neville, Efq; 
Colonel Hatton.J 



General Sir William Par- 

fons, Bart. 
Colonel John Lloyd, 
Colonel C. W. Bury, 



Colonel Jonathan Darby, 
Colonel James Francis Rol- 
lefton. 



County of Kilkenny. 



Lieutenant Colonel Knaref- 

borough. 
Major Wemys, 



Captain Helfliam, 
Captain Elliott, 
^ Counfellor Lockington- 



County of the City of Kilkenny. 
Colonel Thomas Butler, j Lieutenant Colonel MoiTom* 

P R O V I N C E of M' U N S T E R. 

( County of Cork. 

Right Hon. Lord Kingfbo- 

rough, 
Fr. Bernard, Efq;^* 



Sir John Conw. ColtAurJl, 

Bart. 
Major Thomas Fitzgerald. 



Colonel Roche, 

County 6f the City of Cork. 

Colonel Bousfield, j Richard Fitton, Efq; 

Colonel Bagwell, 
Richard Moore^ Efq; 



I Colonel R. Longfield. 
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County of Clare. 



Colonel Sir H, Dillon Maf- 

fey, Bart- 
Colonel Edward Fitzge- 
rald, 



Colonel Blood, 
Major Stackpole, 
Colonel Francis 
mara. 



Macna* 



County of Kerry. 



Colonel Gunn, 
Robert Day, Efq; J 
Colonel Mahony. 



General Sir Barry Denny, 

Bart. 
Richard Townfend Herbert, 

Efq; 

County of Limerick. 

Honourable Colonel Hugh I Colonel John Fitzgerald, 

Mafley,*^ | Major Powell, 

Colonel Richard Bourke, [ Major Croker. 

County of the City of Limerick. 



Colonel Thomas Smyth, 
Colonel Edmond H, Pery, 
Colonel Prcndergaft, 



Major Hartf^ 

Henry D'Efterrc, Efq; 



Thomas Hackett, Efq; 
Colonel Daniel Toler, 
Major Edward Moore, 



County of Tipperary. 

Colonel Sir William Barker, 
Captain AUeyn. 



County of Waterford. 



John .Congreve, Efq; 

Sir Richard Mufgravt", ' 

Thomas Chriftmafs, Efq; 



S. J. Newport, Efq; 
John Kaine, Efq; 



County of the City of Watfrford. 



Captain Rob. S. Carew, 
Captain H. Alcock, 
Captain Bolton, 



Counfellor William Morris, 
Captain Dobbyn. 
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BOROUGH-REPPvESENTATION 
IN IRELAND. 



CouvTT Of AirrjiiM 

, \.iX>NTAIXS I iCy^sc ixkflgibtaBis, 350c whereof mre el«Aar% 
wnsk fire faorau^bsy «•& 

Jmtrimg, comaias 150c iohabtttncs ; the ri^c of fuffrag^ or re* 
turn of members b \eucc iii die Procdianc inbgbicams «c large, 
ccmuDOfilT calicd Potwaliopperf, a: prelenC about z^Qsw 'Tht 
£ari <^Ma^inze Propnetor of cbe Soil. 

Beljajl^ 150GC tohabfcants; iae dedofs coofift of a Sovereign 
aad 12 BuT^efes, 5 of wimn onlv are refidenc^^— ~Tlie £arl of 
DonegaD Fatroc 

Lipmmj 2.^x30 inhabicants. — ^Eledors^ the Protedant inbtbittnti 
at ivgc^ or Potwalioppers, confi^g of about 400.-— —File £arl 
of Hartford Proprietor of the SoiL 

Ramiiaymxm^ 5 oo inhabitants. — Eledors, the Proteftanc inha« 
iMtantB at large, or Potwalloppers, about bo. — The Right Hoo« 
John O^Neili Proprietor of the SoiL 

Camiy of the Torjm of Carrickfergus 5225 inhabitants.— ^Eleflora, 
900, bessg the Freemen and Freeholders ; and moft of the inhabit 

tants are made free wiien^at age Proprietor of the Soil the Earl 

of DoaegalL 

u 
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County op Armagh 

Contains 84000 inhabitants, 2400 whereof are eledlors^ witk 
two boroughs, ^viz. 

Arnia^b contains 515 families; eIe6lors, a Sovereuui and 12 
Burgelfes — His Grace the Primate, Patron. 

Charlemont conta?hs 90 families 5 eledtors a Poftrieve and 12 

Burgeffes. His Excellency General Earl Charlemonf, Patron, 

who iacriticed his claim of patronage at the ihriiie of , public free- 
dom in Convention. 

County of Carlow 

Contains 34,176 inhabitants, and two boroughs, tviz.. 

Curlew, about 4000 inhabitants $ eledtors^ a Sovereign and 19 
Burgefles.^— William Burton, Efq; Patron, v 

Old Leighlin j electors a BailitF and 1 2 Burgeffes, all ,Clergy- 

men and non-reddents. The Biihop of Leighlin and Ferns, 

Patron. 

County of Cavait 

Contains 68,000 inhabitants, 1 850 whereof are Freeholders, 
%ith 2 boroughs, namely, 

Behurbet conxmt abiour 500 inhabitants ;*|ele6tors, a Prbvoft 
and 12 Burgefles, very few of which are refidents.— Lord Bcl- 
more. Patron. 

N. B. This claim of patronage wds lately purchafed from the 
Earl of Laneiborough for 8760I. and at anotlier falels faid to have 
brought I i,oool. 

t <^^van 700 inhabitants f eledtors, a Sovereign, 12 BurgeffH 
and honorary Freemen ; very few refidents.— Th« Clements and 
"N^lbitts, Patrona. 

^ . ^ County of Clare 

Contains" 66,000 iaH^bitants, 1 opo whereof are Freeholders, 
and 848 polled at lad ele£tiOB'^, with one borough, tnz» 

Ennis, jabout 7000 inhabitants } de%)rs, a Provoft and 12 Bur- 
geffes. — Patrons, Lord Conyngham and Sir Lucius 0*Brien j^— • 
a njenal and rotten borough, having been fold in the Itftaml prefent 
, ParKamentSr • . 

County of Cork 

Contains ^50,000 inhabuants, near 3060 whereof are Free- 
holders^ with II boroughs, «w>. 

Toughalt has a Mayor, Bailiffs, Burgefles, and Freemen^ moft 

"of the latter refidin^ in Carbery, 60 miles from Youghall. Na 

J'reemen have been latterly made. The Mayor and majoWty of 

the Burgeffes who ele£t, are under the influence of Lord Shaiv- 
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Ca^U-Marijr^ a vcrjf rmall town \ de^orF, a PortrJeveind \% 
Bvirgelfes, moftfv oon-re I id ents, —Proprietor of tlie i>oil and Pa- 
tron Lord Sliannon. 

MiidUtm^ a very fmall town ; clcElorSj a Port neve md tz 
Bargelfes, 7 whereof are only extant.-— PropHeCor of the Soil acd 
J**itron, Lord Vifcoune Middleton. 
^^ RathcGrmmk^ a very fmall tovvfs t eleflors, the Proteitant tnha- 
^^Lbftant$ at Urge, 7 wI*L?reof onlv vc»t^d on lafl clc6iion, except 
^^FIhol« refidenc ru one itrtret Ijitig in i» center, wKichp by a former 
I Parliament, was voted out of the tow^, but in defiance of whicli 

I vote, the Md llteu m^iniiiifts >U /tiiiiii4SMf though it could not its 

I privriegea, 

I Mail&^uf i eledloTi the Freeholders of the manor, containing 

I about 4CO0 acres, but moft of the voter* refide within tbe town j 

I the property of" the foil in various hands. — ^ Principal Pations, tbe 
I Jephfon Family, 

! D&neruihi ele<5lor3 the iwp/ir^ Freeholders of the manor, con- 

taining about 2000 acres — ProprJetor of the Soil and Patron, Lord 
Doneraile. 

Charhvilie^ a large and populous town \ but none of the inha- 
bitants permitted to vote ; ekQars were formerly a Soverdgn, iZ 
B urge lies and Freemen, but there are now only five Burgeffes in 
beings which conftituce the voters.— Patron was Earl ofCTork^ 
but tiie claim of patronage or nomination is laid to have been late- 
ly fold to Lord Shannon. 

KittfaUf a fca*port town ; eleclora, a Provoft, la BurgefTes and 
Freemer, mo ft of wSiora refide In the Province of UlUer^-tke Pa- 
tron being Lord Clifford, 

BandQn-'bridgff about 7000 inhabitants % ek't^ors, a Sovereign, 

12 Burgeflef, 12 Common- council, and about 50 Freemen- 

Patrons^ the Duke of Devpnlhire and Mr* Bcrrnard, which lat- 
ter facridced his claim ar die altar of public freedom in Con v en- 
don, 

Cknghnnkiitj \ c1e£lorS| BurgefTes and Freemen, five whereof 
only voied at latl eiedion* — ^i^f oprtetor of the Soil and Patrorip 
Lord Shannon. 

Bakimsre^ a very fmall poor town ; eleftor?, Proteflam inhabi- 
tants at large, commonly cafled Pntwallo^ pers, being lenantl 
at will, and the laft election bdn^ a ct»nfe[W one, only ebven 
voted* — Proprietor of the Soil ^nd Patron, Sir }ohn FreKe, Bart, 
There was formerly a ciiartcr to tiiis bor^ju^h, whicEi the late bir 
John Freke deftroyed, 

diunty of th€ dry &f Ccr/.^ wlich at to extent is a circle, the 
diameter whereof ts fix mi lc5, confequently the circumference iH 
yniles. The f ran chile of returning members to Parliamtnt is ve(Ved 
in the Freemen and Freeh older^. Every el deft fon ofafteeman 
is entitled to his freedom on attaining tbe age of twenty- one yean. 
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Every perfon'who has fcrved icven years to a freeman is alfo en- 
titled. There is veiled in a particular body of men, called the 
Common-council, a right of originating all orders for making new 
freemen, but fuch order is not conclufive until approved of by 
the Freemen in a Court of D'Oyer Hundred ; however the Com- 
mon-council evade this reference to a Court of D'Oyer Hundred, 
under colour of a bye-law, and claim a right, which they con- 
ftantly exercife, of admitting to the freedom of the city without 
the approbation of this court, every man nvbo is an Efquire, by 
which mode of admiffion feveral perfpni, not refident, exercife 
the franchife of voting for Members of Parliament. 

The number of freemen and freeholders who voted on the 
laft election were near 1 200, and the number of the inhabitants 
are at leaft 1 00,000. 

County of Donegall 

Contains 66,720 inhabitants, 2500 whereof are eleflors; and 
th« following five boroughs : 

St, Johnjfown^ 150 inhabitants ; eledors a Provoft and twelve 
Burgefies, all non-refidents. — Patron Lord Clonmore. 

Liffordy 200 inhabitants ; electors, a Provoft and twelve Bur-» 
gelTes, all non-relidents, except one who is a publican. — Patron, 
Lord Erne. 

Donegally 300 inhabitants ; eledtors, a Provoft and twelve Bur- 
gefles, all non-refidents, except one. — PatTon, Lord Arran. 

Bally flannon^ 700 inhabitants ; eledtors, a Provoft and twelve 
Burgelfes, all non-refidents, except one.— Patron, Right Hon, 
Thomas ConoUy. , 

Killybegsy 300 inhabitants ; electors, a Provoft and twelve 
Burgelfes^ all non-refidents. — Patron, Right Hon. William Burton 
Conyngham. 

County of Down 

Contains 27f367 houfes; its iiihabitants, allowing 5 to each 
.houfe, 136,835 J eledtdrs at pre fen t regiftered 6000, but will 
£bprtly increafe very confiderably ;— kas the following fix bo- 
roughs : 

Bangor^ about 500 inhabitants j eledtors, a Provoft an4 twelve 

Burgeiies, moftly non-refidents. Proprietor's of the Soil Lord 

Bangor and Mr. Ward. ^Patrons, Lord Bangor and the Carrick 

Family. 

Downpatricky 3000 inhabitants ; ele£lors, the Proteftant inha- 
bitants at large, or Potwalloppers, about 250. — Proprietor of the 
Soil and Patron, Lord Clifford. ■ . ^ 

Hilljboroughf about 700 inhabitants ; electors, a Provoft and 
twelve Burgefles. — Proprietor of the Soil and Fatron, Lord Hillf- 
borough. 
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Nrzvry, inhabitants about 10,000; eleftors, the Protcftant 
inhabitants at targe, or Potwalloppers, being between 600 and 
700. — The Proprietors of the Soi'^ Mr. Needham and Lord Hill(^ 
borough. — The Senefchal of the Manor holds the eledlion. 

KiSeleigh, very few inhabitants ; eledors, aProvoft and twelve 
Burgefles, moftly non-refidents. — Proprietorsof the Soil Sir John 
Blackwood and Mr. Hamilton. — Patron, Sir John Blackwood. 

NetvtcwH'Ardsf about 1500 inhabitants ; eleftors, a Provoft and 
twelve Burgelfes^ all non-refidents except the Provoft. — Proprier 
^or of the Soil Mr. Stewart. — Patron, Mr. Ponfonby. 

County of the Town of Drogheda^ a large and populous town ; 
the eledlors are the Freemen and Freeholders, confifting of about 
500— a free town.. 

County of Publin 

Contains about 56,800 inhabitants, 1200, of whom are Free* 

holders, and the following boroughs.- N. B. The commil^ 

(loners of the revenue have a very great (bare of influence in 
this county, on account of the many revenue officers they oblige 
to obtain freeholds. 

Swords, governed by a Portrieve, who is the returning officer ; 
the eledors the Proteftant inhabitants at large, or PotvYalloppers, 
about 160. The eledtions in this town afford fcenes of thegreateft 
corruption; the barony well inhabited by perfons of independent 
properties, and Mr. Beresford's influence (a commiflioner of the 
revenue) generally prevails. 

Newcaftle, a fmall town ; eledlors, a Portrieve and twelve Bur^ 
geflfes, for the moft part non-refidents. The inhabitants have a 
right to make freemen, which is not exercifed.— r-Patron, J. La- 
touche, Elq. The barony well inhabited by perfons of indepeut- 
dent properties. 

Uni'verfity of Dublin \ electors, 70 Scholars and 22 Fellows, in 
all 92, who cannot be corrupted, even by the prefent Provoft. 

Dublin^ about 300,000 inhabitants 5 deftors the Freemen and 
Freeholders about 4000-^a free city. The board of 24 aldermen, 
who were in general very corrupt, having made feveral attempts 
to impofe the members, but were luccefsfully oppoied by the fpi- 
rit of the independent citizens. 

County of Fermanagh 

Contains about 30,000 inhabitants, 2537 whereof polled as 
Freeholders on laft eledtion ; has but one borough, namely, 

Innijkilleny inhabitants about 1000 ; the corporation confifts of 
14 Burgefl^s, a Prqvoft, a Recorder, and an unlimited numbenof 
Freemen, who have ejiates in themfel^es that go to repair the mar- 
ket-houfe, pave the ftreets, &c. but thefe/r^<'/wf« are not permit- 
ted to v^ote; and only two of the bargefles and the provoft refidp 
in the town. ^ 
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COUNTT OF GaLWAT 

Contain^ 166,249 inhabitants, about 700 whereof are eledorti 
and the three following boroughs : 

Tuam, ^1^0 inhabitants I eledtors, a Sovereign and li Bur* 

f;fles — a venal and rotten borough under the patronage of Mr. 
ingham. 

Atbenry^ 580 inhabitants | eleftors, aPortrieve, 1 2 Burgeiles, 
the Freemen and Freeholders, but there are not nq^^r mOre than 
two freemen or freeholders, and but one of the burgefies is red- 
dent— ^a very rotten borough under the patronage 01 Mr. Blake* 
ney. / 

Comity of the Town of Galway, 12,600 inhabitants » eledtors, 
the Mayor, ShcriflTs, loi Burgeifes, 40 Freeholders, 295 Freemen 
admitted by the mayor on the late election ; alfo 130 under the 
charter of 29 Car. 11. the new rules and the a6k of 4th Geo. I. 
commonly known by the name of The Gahfay A& Men, The 
influence of Denis Daly, ofDunfandle, and Denis Bowes D^y^ 
Efq; has latterly became fo great as to giye them a patronage over 
;his town, which is in every other refpe^ truly in4ependent. 

County of Kerry 

Contains about 75,000 inhabitants, 1000 whereof are eledtors, 
and the three following boroughs : 

Ardferty ^ borough hj^ prejcriptiotif not 100 inhabitants j elec- 
tors, a Fortrieve, 1 2 Burgeifes and honorary Freemen, in all at 
prefent iS.'^The Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord Glan« 
jiore,. 

Dingle, an antient borough by prefcription, . but accepted a char' 
ter from James I. 8qq inhabitants % electors, under that charter, 
a Sovereign, 1 2 Burgeifes and honorary Freemen, in the whole 
at pre(ent * 50, two of whom arc only reiident in the town, and 
not more than ten in the county. — ^The Proprietor of the Soil and 
Patron, Mr. Townflsemi* 

Traiee, above 1 2Qo inhabitants j ele^ors a Provoil and twelve 
Burgeifes. — Proprietor of the Soil aiid. Patron Sir Barry Denny, 
Bart. 

N. B. This town never fent Members to Parliament until it 
was incorporated by a charter of James I, 

County of Kilparb 

Contains 49,968 inhabitants, and the following four boroughs : 
Athj', 900 inhabitants ; ele^ors, a few Burg^lies and Freemen : 

Under the influence of- Patron, Duke of beinfter. 

Harnjiown, totally uninhabited ; electors, a few Burgeifes and 

t returning Officer, all ofpourfe, not refidents.— Patron, Duke of 

l^einfler. 
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Kiidare^ 600 inhabitants | cledors, twelve Burgeffes, a re- 
turning Officer, and a few Freemen^ under the influenceof— - 
PdtTon, Duke of Leinfif r. 

Neat^ 1 100 inhabirania ; e!e£tors a few BurgefTea and Freemen, 
under the inftucnce of Patron, Lord Majo, 

County of Kilkekky 

Containi 66,574 inhabittms, J&50 whereof are ele€lors, and 
tLe fallowing five Boroughs : 

^homaJJonx^n^ looo inhabitants ; ele£lorSj a Sovereign, Recorder, 
and two Portrievca, the number of Freemen or Burgelfes (if an) ) 
not known: a venal rotten Borough, under ihe immediate in* 
fluence of Patron Lord Qifden, 

Gswriinf 7 Bo inhabitants j eIe£tois, a Portrlevc, Recorder, and 
TownClert, the number of Frcemenand Burgetfes (ifanv) not 

Vnown : z venal rotren borough, under the influence of Patron 

LordClifden. 

Enm/iiofiq^f $00 inhabitantB ; ele6:or5, a Sovereign and 1 2 Bur- 
geiTes Patrons reprefentadves ofWilliamTigbe, Efq; 

KnorktQpherj ZOO inhabitahts j right of elcflion In the Froteftant 
inhabitants at large or Potwollopers, but only ^nt \% allowed the 
privilege to vote Patron, Sir Hercuks Langrifhcj Bart. 

Cailan^ 1500 inhabitants ; eleQors cannot at prefent be afcer- 
tained, ortheconflinition of the boroughj ihc patronage having 
been, long in difpute between Henry Flood, Efq; and the famiiy 
of the A gars, 

C&Mhtyafth^City of Ktlktnny^ 13865 rnhaSi tan ts | eleSors, by 
the old charter, confift of a Mayor, z bhertfFs, 1 3 Aider men, and 
the Commons at large i but by a by-law, the Mayor, z Sheriffs, 
1 8 Aldenhenj and 36 ofihe Commons, are conftituted to do 
all corporate acls, whereby leading men, by undue influence 
over the majority of the ab^ve-ment toned number, and taking 
tdvantage of the faM bye- law, have transferred the power of 
cle6ting members toJItaTigeti and ^ccajhnal Frec/tten | there appear- 
ing on the Book Ltfb of Freemen to the amotint of Fourteett 
Hundred^ of whom Two Hundred only arc teG dents and Free- 
holders. Thifl cicy-alfo contains 

St*Camce^ atiai Irijhtmxjni 3000 inhabitants! a borough by 
prefcripiion. Property for the moft part held under Brlhopa 
leafcs. Eleflors, a Portrieve, 12 BurgeflTcsand Freemen. The 
freeholders or inhabitants are not permitted to vote, and no 
b urge lies or freemen are made but fuch as are nominated and 
approved of by*~Patron, Biftiop of Ollory. 

KlKG*8 COUNTT 

Contains 48^009 inhabicanta^ 900 whereof are tle£ton and 
two boroughs. 
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Battagheri e{e6ioTS, a Sovereign, 12 BurgefTes and verj few 

freemen, under influence of Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, 

Denis Bowes Daly, Efq; 

Phillipjlanvn 5 electors, a Sovereign, 1 2 BurgefTes and a few 
Freemen, who are made by the Sovereign and BurgefTes— Pro- 
prietors of the Soil, Lorda Belvedere and Molefworth— Patron 
Lord Belvedere. ^ 

County of Lei^trim 

Contains 35,280 inhabitants, 1076 whereof are eledlors, and 
the two following boroughs : 

Carrick'On'Shannon^ 400 inhabitants ; cledlors, 1 3 BurgefTes, 

. all non-refidents, and who • fupply their own vacancies 

Proprietor of the Soil, Colonel St. George— *— Patron, Lord 
Leitrim* '" ^ 

N. B. There Were Freemen by the Charter, but none of whom 
are now extant. 

Jamefiawn, a wretched depopulated village, formerly a town 5 
electors, 13 Burgefles, only one refident— Propriet6r of the 

Soil, Lord Mountrath Patrons, Gilbert King, of Charleftown^ 

and John Kiiig, ofFofbane, Co. Rofcommon, £fq; 

County of Limerick 

Contains 120,090 inhabitants, 1500 whereof are electors, and 
the two followng venal and rotten boroughs. 

Ajkeaton^ eleSors, a Sove^reign and 1 2 Burgefles**: — -Patroni, 
.Lord Canick .^nd the Honourable Hugh MafTey, which latter 
facrificed his private interefl on the altar of public liberty, in 
the Convention.- 

. Kilnudlocki eleiStors, a Sovereign and 12 BurgefTes— —Patron, 
Right Honourable Silver Oliver. 

. County, of the City of Limerick f abpve 40,006 inhabitants ; elec- 
tots the, Freeholders and Freemen, amounting to many hundreds \ 
the Freemen are'admitted by the Mayor and Common Council, 
confiding of a great number 01 Aldermen and BurgefTes. 

' County of Londo^dekhy 

Contains 99,000 inhabitants, and the following Soroughs : 

Coleraine ; eledtors, a Mayor, 1 2 Aldermen and 24 Burgefies, 
all- non-refidents, fave the Mayor-^-— Patrons Earl of Tyrone 
and Right Honourable Richard Jackfon. 

City of Londonderry y electors, 700,, confifting of a Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Common Council, and Freemen, the latter moftly ab- 
fentees, and made by corporatibn. -^ 

Newtown^ Limanjady^ a venal and rotten borough ; eledtors, la 
BurgefTes and a returning OfHcer, all non-refidents, under the di- 
rect influence of— Patron, Right Hon. Thomas ConoUy, 
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C0U^fTY OF LoNGFOltD 

Contafns 40^000 inhabitants, 700 whereof are deftorsj and four 
Boroughs* 

L^NgfirJf cleQors, a Sovf reign, BurgeJfes and Freemen ; the 
freedom nearly exdnQ, and burgeires non-relldents ; a venal bo- 
rough, entirely ai the difpofal o^Fatronj Lord Longford, 

L^efi^Qughj ekttoTs, a few BurgeiTes, moftly non-re (i dents, 
a venal bf)fough, under rhe controul of— Patron, Mr, Dillon of 
Clonbruok, 

Gratianif a Manor, the eleftor?, abouc 50 Freemen and Free- 
holderg; a vend borough, under con troul of — Proprietors of the 
Soil and Patrons, Mr* Greville and Mrs, McCartney, 

Si, Johtijiownf eledor^, the Burgelfes, all non-refidents, and 
Freemen, moftly decayed ; a venal borough, at the abfolute difpo- 
— ikl af— JPatron, Lord Granard, 



CotTNTY^F LOWTH 



Contains 46,446 inhabltantt, and the following four bo- 
roughi : 

Dumialk^ 5QD0 inhabitant? i electors, (6 BurgelTes and 70^ 
Freemen, 100 whereof are dilputed with Earl Glanbrafiilj who 
claims the patronage by ttie remdining6i6 eleftors, who are Urug* 
gling forihcir with-held franehifes, 

DknUer^ 400 inhabtt^Dts ; ele flora, a Portrievej 1 2 Burgefle* 
and about 30 Freemen, under the influence of — Patrons, Right 
Hon, John Fofter, and Henry Coddington, Efq. 

Ardfej 2500 inhabitants \ electors, aPortrieve, 24 Burgefles, 
and above 80 Freemen and Common Council, This borough of- 
ten con tefted, hut the patronage now pretty well eftablifbed in 
John and Charles Ruxton, ElqrSi 

CarlingfoTd^ I200 inhabitants; deflors, a Port ri eve, iz Btir- 
^^^%y and fome Freemen and Common Council, pretty fimilar to 
Ardec. — Patrons, Robert Rofs and Rofa Moore, Efqrs, 

County of Mayo 

Contatiu 120,084 inhabi tan t3t 1000 whereof are electors, and 
one borough, 

C^^flr, 4x30 inhabitants i eleflora, a Portrieve and 12 Bur* 
gefles, all noa-refidents. — Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord 
Lucani 

County of Meatm 

Contains 46^900 inhabitants, 1200 whereof are electors, and £ 
boroughs > 

X 
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Trim, 2000 inhabitants j eleftors, a Sovereign, twelve Bur 

fefles, and about 300 Freemen, linder the diredt influence of . 
atron. Lord Mornington. 

Atbboy, 1200 inhabitants ; a manor town, the property of Lord 
Darhtey ; the tenants of the manor only have votes, and the Darn- 
ky family always apfoinc the Returning Officer; a venal bo- 
rough, akkough Sir B. Chapman claims ioait (hare in the ;iomi- 
nation. 

Kidls, 2500 inhabitants % eledtors, a Sovereign, a few Bur* 
gefles and Freemen, the whole very (mall, under the immediate 
direction of Proprietor of the Soil and— *— Patron, Lord Bec- 
five. - 

Ntevan, 2500 inhabitants; electors, a Portrieve, %z Burgellec 
and 60 or 70 Freemen, nine whereof only polled on laft eled^n. 
•*»-|^a^ons. Lord Ludlpw, and Mr. Prefton of Ballioter, 

Ratoath, 400 inhabitants ; eledors. Freeholders ofthe manor, 

Patron, and principal Proprietor of the Soil, Gorges Lowther 

Efq. 

. Duleek^ eleftors, a Portrieve, Burgefles, and Freemen ; in all 
not thirteen, and none of which refide in either that town or coun- 
ty ; a venal rotten borough. — Proprietor of the Soil, Thomaf 
Trotter, Jifq 5 but— — Patron, Abel Ram, Efq. 

County of Monachal 

. 'CofliaiTis 99^25 inhabitants, a confiderable number whereoif 
«re 0le^F99 and one borough. 

Monaghan, 1 97 5 inhabitants j dehors, al^rovoftwho rieTidef, 
^d 12 ^urgeiles, ^U noi»>tefldents » a venal boroogh— Patrons^ 
Lord Clermont and Lady Blayney, 

Q£7$E1«*8 CotrwTT 

Contains 7Q,ocp inhabitants, 1400 whereof ate etefton, *wr4 
tjiree boK)ughs« 

Ballinakill, lado fnhabitariCs j ele(!tOrt, xz Burgefles;, two oT 
whom are refidents ; there &rt alfo a few Ffeemen'ftitt extant, wht> 
are entitled but not permitted to vote.— 'Pwyprjetor of th« Soil Lord 
Stanhope.— «— Patron, Lord Drogheda. * - • 

Portarlikffton, 3000 inhabftalits j ^leftofs, ^5 Bai^geffes, afte- 
turning Officer, and about 50 Preemen rooilLynon-refident^.-^-**- 
i^ropriefor and Patron, Lord Carlow. 

Maryborough, I200 inhabita(nts } eledlors, a Mayor, two Bai^ 
liffs, 12 Burge/Tes, and about 350 Freemen moftly non-refidents^ 
and under the rnfluenceoP-**-Paftoiis, the Rcvd. Dean Coote and 
gir John Parnell, Bart. "^ ... 

County of Roscommon 

Contains 40,000 inhabitants, and the three following bo- 
roughs: 
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CO0HTY OF AmtHIM 

r^-^ONTAINS 1 10^910 inhibiaiics^ 3500 whereof aie eledon^ 
tvieli five boroughs, «we. 

Antrim^ conuiDS 1 500 inhabitants ; the right of fuifrage or rc- 
tarn of members 15 vcfted ia the Frotellant inhabicaats at lir^, 
commonly called PotwaIIoppa-% at pefent about 3504-^— *Tii« 
Eari of Maileiioe Proprietor of the Sort, 

Bdfaft^ 150C0 iribabftanrs J tiie eletton coafift of 4 SoveTdgft 

trad 12 BtiTgeCes, 5 of wkom only are refident. The Earl of 

Donegall Patron. 

Lijbmm^t^oQ inbabrtants.^Ele^on, the Froterant inbtbitanci 

AC large, or PotwaOoppers, confitling of about 400. Tlic Earl 

of Hertford Proprietor of the SoiL 

RoMdaijI^^Hf 500 inhabitants*^ — Electors, the P rote (Ian t inhi-- 
bitants at large, or Fotwalloppers, about Hq* — The Right Hon, 
John 0*XeiU Proprietor of the Soil, 

Ccamtj o/ihe T^Fism sf Carrkkfergut 33 Z 5 inhabitaDts^^-^Ele^orSp 
900, being the Freemen and Freeholders j and moll of the iohibl- 

tants arc made free when at age Proprietor of the Soil the Eirl 

of DonegaLl, 

u 
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Tdlagh^ had a charter for a Sovereign, Recorder, and 24 Bur- 
gefles, loth James I. by which the liberties were extended a 
mile and a half round the church every way j the corporation is 
long gone into difufe, though it is by this charter the right offend- 
ing reprefentatives is given ; it is amanor, the dettors Potwallop- 
pers, and before the decifion of the Houfe of Commons, Free* 
holders within the manor excrcifed right of fuffrage — on the laft 
ele£lion, which was contefted, 96 eledtors voted. The Senefr 
chal of the manor, appointed by the Duke of Devonihire, is a Re- 
turning Officer. Inhabitants above 1000 — fuppofed Patron, Lord 
Shannon. 

Ujmre, is amanor ; number of ele<5lors, fuppofed to be about 
50, but not contefted thele very many years ; right of election in 
Potwalloppers and Freeholders within ^he manor ; number of inha- 
bitants above 600 ; Sentfchal of the manor appointed by the Duke 
of Devonfhire, is Returning Officer, 'and fame man is Senefchal 
for Lifmore and Tallagh. Suppofcd Patron, Duke of Devon- 
ihire. 

Dun^arvatjyK a manor; had a Sovereign, Recorder and 12 
Burgeltes, yearly chofen by charter, James I. but difufed ; right 
of eledion InPotwalloppers and Freeholders of the manor — in all 
about 120; number of inhabitants about zooo % the fenefchal 
appointed by the Duke of Devonfhire, is Returning Officer— 
Suppofcd Patron, Lord Tyrone. 

County of the Lity of Waterfordy 40,000 inhabitants ; ele6tora,i 
1000, being Freemen and Freeliolders ; one half of whom are 
foreigners-^ their Charter under Car. II} the Corporation, 17 
Aldermen, out of whom a Mayor is cholen, and 23 Afliftants or 
Common Council, out of whom two SheritTs are chofen ; the 
Corporation exercifes a power of making Freemen at will : by 
the Charter, all Sons, Sons-in-law, and Apprentices of Freemen, 
are entitled to their freedom, and the ulage fupporjs the Charter^ 
The liberties of the City extend in length about 5 miles, in breadth 
about 4 miles ; a large part of the property of the Soil is in the 
CorpotiitioD, which lets for terms of 999 years. 
County of Westmeath 

Contains 70350 inhabitant?, n2o whereof are eleftors, and 
four boroughs. 

Athlone^ a large town ; eledors, a Sovereign, Burgeffes and 
Freemen, in all' between 400 and 500, under the influence of 
Patrons, Sir Richard St. George, and Dean Handcock. 

Fore^ a venal rotten borough ; eledlors, a Returning Officer, and 
1 2 BurgefTej^, under the abfolute diredlion ofi« — -Patron, Lord 
WeOmearh. 

Kilbeggan^ a venal rotten borough ; eleaor% a returning Offi- 
cer, and 1 2 Burgeffcs, under command of-— ^Patron, Charlet 
Lambert, £fq; 
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MuUmgijrj a lirge town ; eleflors, a SenefcJial, and Fmliohlfrs 
of liie Manor — only ^ja? lelldent^ and but I a permitted to ?©!• 
hy Patron, LordGranard,^ 

County op Wexfoud 

Contains 77628 inhabitanB/ a great number whereof are deft* 
tors, and eight boroughs* 

Bmniow iL tains sn/j ike namf^ being totallj uninhahifrd % tbe 

electors, a returning Offi<;t'r, and 1 2 BuT|efres nominated by 

Patron, Mr. LofEUS, the rcprefenativeol Lord Ely* 

Cis timing s^ a decayed and rotten borough 5 elefto«, a retumlng 
Officer, and ra Burgelfes, all non-re Indents, being I he fame who 
are the electors for B*tnnow Patron, Mt. Lofms, 

Feaihatdt a venal, rotten borough ; electors, a returning Olliccr 
and 12 Bargelfe*^, all non-refidents, being (h^ famt Ij ««<« wh© 
return for Bannow and Clonroinc^, fo that J 3 domeftics, or per* 
fons dependent on the will of Mr. Loftus, ajid nominated hy him, 
depute SI m members to Icrse in ParliyLmtnt froiu an opulent tinl 
retpir^iible county, wherein they are not perhipi acquainted, of 
pQlfefs one Ihilling property* This nrnft be a burlcft^ue on all 
reprefentation Patron, Mr. Loft us, 

Eftnifc6rthy, 700 h] habitants 5 eledlors, a returning Officer, an4 

J2 Burgelfes, only otfif refident Patron, Sir VetVy Coklough, 

Bart, who lacriticed his intereil therein on the altar of publi^ 
freedom. 

Giftfy^ eledors, a returning Officer^ and la Burgefles, a venal ^ 

corrupt, and rotten borough^ under thediredlioft of ^Patron, 

Stephen Ram, Efq; 

N^njj Rofs^ a large town, eleflqrs, a returning Officer, and 1% 
Burgeifefj wiih a right of making an unlimited number of free- 
men, but venal and rotten, under the influence of Patrons, 

Mr» Leigh, and Charles Tottenham, Etq; 

'Taghman^ a corrupt venal, and rotten borough | eledorsp arc- 
Inrning Officer and iz BurgelTes, under command of~^ Patron, 
Mr* Hoare, 

Wexjmrd-, a large and populous trading town \ cIe*^ors, a 
Mayor, 2 Baihffs, a4Burgeircs, and 800 or 900 Freemen— ought 
to be a free town 5 but by manoeuvering in the corporation, it it 
retained as a kind of rotten borough, under the influence o f 
Richard Neville, £fq; and a few others* 

COVNTY OF WiCJtLOW 

Contains 56,53a inhabitants, 900 whereof are ele^ort, and four 
boroughi, nanieifl 

Eaiiinglafs^ 960 inhabitants i eledora, of whom are refident on- 
ly three^ a Sovereign, Recorder, T(?wii Clerk, 12 Burgcfles,aQd 
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Tallagh^ had a charter for a Sovereign, Recorder, and 24 Bur- 
gefles, loth James I. by which the liberties were extended a 
mile and a half round the church every way ; the corporation ts 
long gone into difufe, though it is by this charter the right of fend- 
ing repreCentatives is given ; it is a manor, the dedors Potwallop- 
pers, and before the decifion of the Houfe of Commons, Free* 
holders within the manor excrcifed right of fuffrage — on the lad 
ele£lion, which was contefted, 96 eledtors voted. The Senefr 
chal of the manor, appointed by the Duke of Devonihire, is a Re- 
turning Oflicer. Inhabitants above 1000 — fuppofed Patron, Lord 
Shannon. 

Lijmrey is a manor ; number of ele<5lors, fuppofed to be about 
50, but not contefted thele very many years ; right of eleftion in 
Potwalloppers and Freeholders within the manor 5 number of inha- 
bitants above 600 ; Sentfchal of the manor appointed by the Duke 
of Devonfliire, is Returning "Officer, 'and fame man is Sencfchal 
for Lifmore and Tallagh. — — Suppofcd Patron, Durke of Devon- 
ihire. 

Dunj^arvafty K a manor; had a Sovereign, Recorder and iz 
Burgeifes, yearly chofen by charter, James I. but difufed ; rigkt 
of eledion in Potwalloppers and Freeholders of the manor — in all 
about 120; number of inhabitants about 2000; the fenefchal 

appointed by the Duke of Devonfhire, is Returning Officer 

Suppolcd Patron, Lord Tyrone, 

County cf the City of IVaterfordy 40,000 inhabitants ; eledtora^i 
1000, being Freemen and Freeholders ; one half of whom are 
foreigners \ their Charter under Car. II} the Corporarion, 17 
Aldermen, out of whom a Mayor is cholen, and 23 Afliftants or 
Common Council, out of whom two Shcrids are chofen ; the 
Corporation exercifes a power of making Freemen at will : by 
the Charter, all Sons, Sons-in-law, and Apprenrices of Freemen, 
are entitled to their freedom, and the ulage fupports the Charter, 
The liberties of the City extend in length about 5 miles, in breadth 
about 4 miles ; a large part of the property of the Soil is in the 
CorpotdtioD, which lets for terms of 999 years. 

County of Westmeath 

Contains 70350 inhabitanti*, ri20 whereof arc electors, and 
four boroughs. 

Athlone^ a large town ; eledors, a Sovereign, Bur^eflea 
Freemen, in all between 400 and 500, undtt the inhuence of 
Patrons, Sir Richard St. George, and Dean Handcock. 

Fare^ a venal rotten borough ; eledlort, a LUturning O fficer^ 
l2Burgefre?, under the abfolute direfiion " " " ^ 
WeOmearh. 

Kil6eggan,^\cm\ rotten boroug|i| * 
cer, and 12 Burgeflls^ undor COOUttr 
Lambert, Efq> 
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M^Orngar^ z lirge tow a ; deSon^ t Senclchal, and Frteholdera 
€>rihe Manor — only jir^ TtfideuE, trA bat I a pcrmtEfcd to vote 
by -Patron, Lord Giaiiaid*^ 

CiJUNTY OF Wf XrOilD 

Contains 7762S inhabitants^ a great aombcr wliertof arc dcs^ 
tora^ and dght borou^s. 

Bmm^w retains ^Jt/j? ih name^ ^ng totally ummtaifitedi tlw 
elctors, a returning Officer^ and i z BurgefTes nomiiiated by— — 

Piitron, Mr* Loftu?, the rmcfeotaiive of Lord Ely. 

Chnmittei^ a decayed and rotten borough j ckEors, a returoing 
OfitCfr^ and iz BurJelfes, all non-re!idefiti, b^iitg the fame who 
mre the ckQors for Ban now Patron, Mr, Loft us, 

FtaiharJ, a venal, rotten borough § eleftors, a returning Officer 
and 12 Barge if^s, all non-relidentSj being xht fume 15 Birff wbo 
rerurn for B^nnow and Clonroine?, fo that 15 domdlics, or per- 
fbns dependent on the ivill of Mr. Lofris, and nomifttiterf by biin» 
depute St % members to ferve in Farliamtnt from an optileiit aikd 
reipe^ibte county, wherein they are not perhapa acquainted^ or 
polTefs one flail ling property. This muft be a bnrlefque on ali 
repre fen ration Patron, Mr* Loft us, 

Ettnifcwtby, 700 inhabitants ^ ele^lor^, a returning Officer, an^ 

12 BurgelTes, only cjj? reHdent Patron, Sir Vefiry Coklougb^ 

BarL who lacriliced his intered therein on the altar of public 
freedom* 

G0-fyy eledors, a returning Officer, and 12 Burgefles, a venal » 
corrupt, and rotten borough, under che diredton of-^-^t*atron, 
Stephen Rara, Efq; 

NfW Roft, a large town, dehors, a returning Officer, and iz 
BurgelfeSp wiih a right. of making an unlimited ' nti in be r of free* 

men, but vena! and rotten, under the influence of- Patrons, 

Mr, Leigh, and Charles Tottenham, Efqi 

Taghfnaiit a corrupt venal, and rotten borough % eledt>rs, a re- 
turning Officer and 1% Burgeifes, under command of—^^-^Pairon^ 
Mr. Hoare. 

IVeMfirdf a large and populous trading town j ele^ors, a 

Mayor, 3 Baihffs, 24Burgeires, and Boo or 900 Freemen — ought 

r to be a fre* town i but by manoeuvering in the corporation, it ia 

Lretainedaa a kind of rotten borough, under the influence o f ■ ■ 

Richard Neville, £fq; and a few others* 

County of WiCKtow 

Contains 56,532 inhabitants, 900 whereof are ek£lors,and four 

boroughs, namelyj 

Btikstigiajs^ 960 inhabitants ; eledors, of whom are re fi dent on- 
iythree^ aSovireign, Recorder, Twn Clerk, t2 Burgeflcs, and 
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«»iia]imktd aumbtr of Free Cohuqoo% but at prefent, do not 
«iceed 20.'-^Fropnetor of the Soil and Patroo^ Lord Aldborough. 
who^ following the example of Lord Charkmont, G)loQels }Jm* 
fey. Flood, Bernard, Sec, nobly facrificed his privafte intereflat 
|he (hrine of public IHierty^ 

WieUenVf, a fea^port towji^ 8qo inhabitants %. eleftprs, a For* 

brieve, and iz Burgefles, there arealfb an indeterminate number 

' ^Frem^H, who are not peunitted to voter— —Patron, reprefenta* 

ttxesJof the late WiUtan^ Tighe, ESq. 

' Carysfort, goneesmrqiy toruia and decay; de6k>rs^ a Sove<» 

jKJg^juid i.2 BucgeffesK al]« of courlfiy noa-refidents Pro* 

p^i^UMT^f the Soil ami Patron,. Loid Carysfort. 

BUffington, 240 inhabitants,, ele^ors,. a.PoTtrieve,. 2 Bailiffs^ 
%Regii(Wsand 12 Burgefles, with power in them to make fre^ 
ntiy wiiich they do not exercfie beyond four or five, and al^ 
dai^fe- «le.dor8 ace- non-^tefidents, except one or two; a.corrupt^^ 
T«i#i aadi lotten. boroug^i^ at tb«i abfoiute commamd of-— — Patron^ 
l^nidJBiUftorougjL, 
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liament is at Prels, and that the j will publifb a Volume of it 
with all convenient Speed. They dill court the Favours of thofe 
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